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T he  Old S p n n ish  T ra il w as born  of the  vision and eat 
o f  th e  peop le  o f  th e  E as t. T he convention for organization wa 
a t  M obile. D ecem ber 10-11, 1015. w ith  110 delegates front Jackson 
to  N ew  O rlea n s . M obile w as the  headquarters for four jcar3 * 
w orked  to  e s tab l ish  a n d  bu ild  the  highw ay despite the fear u P F 
s ica l b a rr ie rs .  In  191G a  convention  w as held a t Pensacola; w _ 
a n o th e r  a t  T a llah a sse e . T he F lo rida  people worked with enthusiasm 
a n d  s ta n d  h ig h  am ong  th e  founders o f th is  g rea t project.

D u rin g  th is  pe rio d  th e  people o f Galveston, Houston, Beaumont 
a n d  O ra n g e , T exas, L ak e  C harles and the o ther Louisiana towns 
becam e in te re s te d  a n d  a  s tr in g  of automobiles plowed the roads to 
N ew  O rlea n s . M ost o f  them  shipped th e ir  cars back by train. This 
re su l te d  in  a n  ex ten sio n  being  agreed  upon from  New Orleans to 
H ouston , T ex a s , a n d  n o r th w a rd  to  D allas, thence to California.

T h e  y e a r  191S w as  a n  inactive  one due to w ar conditions. July 
25, 1919 a  c o n fe re n ce  w as  held a t  H ouston to revive the work, and 
th e  m e m b ers o f  th e  c o n fe rence  looked w estw ard th ru  San Antonio 
r a th e r  th a n  n o r th w a rd  to  D allas  fo r a way across the State of Texas.
A co n n ec ted  h ig h w a y  ac ro ss  South T exas w as a poor prospect, yet 
S a n  A n to n io  w hen  asked  to  hand le  th e  work assented because ol 
th e  g r e a t  m e ri t  o f  th e  p ro jec t. H er Cham ber of Commerce appro
p r ia te d  §1000.00. O th e r  subsc rip tions w ere pledged a t the Houston 
co n fe re n ce  b u t  n o t p a id , and  San  A ntonio  took up the burden. Harral 
B. A y re s  w as  asked  to  o rg an iz e  th e  w ork. San Antonio has since 
pa id  in  m e m b ersh ip s  lib e ra lly . Y ears of strugg le  have followed to 
c re a te  a  u n i ty  o f  p u rp o se  over the  te rr ito ry  and  a faith that the 
p ro je c t cou ld  be  n a tio n a l ly  e s ta b l ish e d ; and a t  the same time to 
s tu d y  a n d  develop  th e  a n c ie n t and  a lm ost forgo tten  historical back
g ro u n d  fo r  its  v a lue  a n d  appea l.

A c o n v en tio n  w as  held a t  S an  A n ton io  Novem ber 11-15, 1919, and 
th e re  th e  ro u te  w as  defined from  S an  A ntonio th ru  Kerrville and 
F o r t  S to ck to n  to  E l P a so  597 mile3 across the  uncharted range 
c o u n try  o f  T ex a s . T h e  S a n  A n tonio-H ouston  rou te  w as unsettled until 
1921. T h e  r o u tin g  th r u  D allas  w as  abandoned.

T h e  c o u n try  f ro m  F lo rid a  to  C a lifo rn ia  is dotted with noted 
c itie s  a n d  w ith  r e a lm s  rich  ia  th e  th in g s  m en a re  doing, but between 
them  fo r  c e n tu r ie s  h a v e  Ia in  b a rr ie rs  th a t  have  prevented intercourse 
and  k e p t th e  people  s tr a n g e r s  to  one ano ther.

I t  c am e  to  p a ss  th a t  if  th e  p ro jec t a s  a  na tional highway was 
to  liv e  T ex a s  m u s t c a r ry  a  bu rden  u n til  th e  people in the oth 
s ta te s  w ere  p re p a re d  to  e n te r  in to  fu ll p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith so big ^  
u n d e r ta k in g . T ex n n s  had  9-17 m iles o f  spa rse ly  settled country T  
o rg an iz e , a n d  w as  g iven  th e  responsib ility  fo r welding togethe ° 
n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a t io n . In  th e  s ix  ye a rs  o f h e r stew ardship she^h - 
g iven  m a n y  th o u sa n d s  o f  d o lla rs  to  th e  w ork. n ' '

M arch  1920, O ST a n d  T exas H ighw ay  offic ia ls  and some thi 
w es te rn  ra n c h m e n  scou ted  th e  unb roken  c o u n try  around the n *  
M o u n ta in s  in  W est T exas. av’3

W est f ro m  E l P a so  g ro u p s  have  been busy conquering the 
s ta c lc s  to  th e  P a c ific  c o ast. E a s tw a rd  the  g re a t w aterw ays a l 
th e  G u lf th re a te n e d  th e  t r a n s c o n tin e n ta l in te g r ity  of the  project * ^  

J a n u a r y  28-29, 1921, th e  F i f th  N a tio n a l Convention was h H 
a t  G u lfp o rt , M iss iss ipp i, w ith o u t m uch  resu l t to  the  easte rn  work *** 

S e p te m b er  15, 1921, a f te r  a c tiv i ty  in  E a s t T exas, Mayor W p 
L ea  o f  O ra n g e , T ex a s, O ST  V ice  P re s id e n t, called a  conference r 
th e  p e op le  be tw een  L ak e  C harles , L ou isia n a  an d  H ouston , Texas i t  ° 
sp le n d id ly  a tte n d e d  a n d  led  to  th e  $1,500,000 construction  p r o g r ^  
on  th a t  E a s t  T ex a s  sec tion  to  be  com pleted  in  1925. ram

T h e  E a s t s t i l l  w a s  in e rt . J a n u a r y  3. 1922, th e  m anaging  dire 
e s tab l ish ed  a  h e a d q u a rte r s  a t  M obile. M arch  20-21, 1922, thr* v* ° r 
S ta te  C o n fe re n ce  w as held  a t  M obile w ith  h ighw ay com m issioners ° U*rt 
e n g in e e rs  p re se n t f ro m  M iss iss ipp i, A labam a  an d  Florida, aa(^ n<* 
la rg e  a t te n d a n c e  f ro m  civ ic  o rg an iz a t io n s , coun ties  and c ities f & 
P e n sa co la  to  N ew  O rlea n s. B r id g in g  M obile B ay w as authorized °h 
th e  A la b am a  H ig h w ay  C o m m iss io n ; th e  G ulf B oulevard pro jec t v  V 
O rlea n s  to  P e n sa co la , w as  in a u g u ra te d ; th e  deadlock in th a t sect‘°W 
w as b ro k en  a n d  th e  people  h e a r ten e d . “>n

T h e  D ix ie  H ig h w ay  C onven tion  w as  ho ld  a t  Ja ck so n v ille , M ay 
26-27, 1922. O n th e  in v ita tio n  o f th e  C ham ber o f C om m erce  an d  of 
th e  A u to m o b ile  C lub  o f  J a c k so n v ille  th e  m a n a g in g  d ire c to r  v isited  
J a c k s o n v i l le  on  t h a t  occasion . T h e re  w a s  c o n flic t a n d  con fu sio n  in 
F lo r id a . T h e  a t te m p ts  o f n u m e ro u s  “ h ig h w a y  asso c ia tio n s”  in  r e 
c e n t  y e a r s  to  develop  n a tio n a l h ig h w a y s ha d  re su l ted  in  a  m u lt ip li
c i ty  o f  c la im s . T h e  m a n a g in g  d ire c to r  ex p la in e d  to  th e  conven tion  
th a t  th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  in  c onven tion  som e y e a rs  ago  had  by  vote 
c la im ed  n o r th  a n d  so u th  lin e s  in  F lo rid a  w hich  p ro p er ly  belonged  to  
th e  D ix ie  H ig h w a y , a n d  th a t  th e  D ix ie  H ig h w ay  c la im ed  th e  ro u te  
f ro m  T a l la h a s se e  to  Ja c k so n v ille  w hich  p ro p er ly  w as  a  p a r t  o f  th e  
O ST  m a in  lin e , a n d  th a t  if  each  a sso cia tio n  w ou ld  concede to  th e  o th e r 
th e  l in e s  lo g ic a l ly  b e lo n g in g  to  each  con fusion  w ould  be rem oved  an d  
th e  p e o p le  e n co u rag e d  to  g ive  fu ll  su p p o r t to  a  c lea rly  understood  
p ro g ra m . H is to r ic a lly  i t  w as  s ta te d  th e  O ST  in  F lo rid a  should  h ave  
i t s  b e g in n in g  a t  S t .  A u g u s tin e  a n d  a t  T am p a .

A v o le  w a s 'c a r r ie d  a g re e in g  to  th is  p ro p o sa l. A f te r  th is  ac tion  
o f f ic ia ls  a t  J a c k so n v ille  su b m itte d  to  th e  O ST  d ire c to r  p la n s  fo r 
c a r ry in g  th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  to  S t . A u g u s tin e  a lo n g  th e  S t . Jo h n ’s 
R iv e r  a n d  dow n th e  beach  f ro n t ,  a  scen ic  ro u te  w ith  ro a d s  b u ilt  o r  in 
p ro g re s s  th a t  w ou ld  p a ss  th e  site3  o f th e  f i r s t  se ttle m e n ts  o f  the  
H u g u e n o ts  a n d  th e  S p a n ia rd s , a n d  o f P once  de  L eo n 's  la n d in g , and 

o th e r  sp o ts  g ra v e n  in  h is to ry  by the  f a te f u l  g a m e  o f  e m p ires .
T h e  w a y  to  T a m p a  should  be w orked  o u t a ro u n d  th e  co as t to  

c o m p le te  th e  h is to r ic a l p r in c ip les  o f th e  Old S p a n ish  T ra il .
D u rin g  J u n e  a n d  Ju ly , 1922, la rg e ly  th r u  th e  su p p o r t o f  M obile, 

A la b a m a ; th e  m a n a g in g  d ire c to r  w as in  W ash in g to n  w h ere  th e  w ork  
o f  e s ta b l ish in g  n a t io n a l  r e c o g n itio n  a n d  u n ity  w a s  com pleted . F o l
lo w in g  th a t  a l l  a g en c ies  sw u n g  «o th e  w o rk  de sp ite  b a rr ie r  o r  cost

A u g u s t 21-22, 1922, u n d e r  th e  le ad e rsh ip  o f th e  M obile C ham ber 
o f  C om m erce  a n  e x p ed itio n  s ta r te d  a cro ss  A la b am a  a n d  M iss iss ipp i 
w ith  c a r s  in  lin o  re p re s e n tin g  th e  A u tom ob ile  C lub, R o ta ry , K iw an is , 
C iv ita n  a n d  O p tim is t club3, an d  w ith  A la b am a  h ig h w a y  a n d  o th e r  
o f f ic ia ls  w ith  th e m . P a sc ag o u la , O cean S p r in g s , B ilox i, G u lfp o rt, 
P a s s  C h r is t ia n  a n d  B ay  S t. L ouis w ere  v is ited . I t  w a s  one  o f  th e  
f in e s t  e x am p le s  o f  local a c tiv i ty  in  th e  w ho le  O ST m ovem en t. T oday  
re m a rk a b le  c o n s tru c tio n  o f paved  ro ad s, beach  p ro tec tio n , ho te ls , 
g o lf  a n d  re s id en c e  developm en t he lp  show  th e  v a lu e  o f th a t  e ffort.

T h e  S ix th  N a t io n a l C onven tion  w as  held  a t  N ew  O rlea n s , M arch  
2G-2S, 1923. T h e  Second G ulf B ou levard  C onfe rence  m e t w ith  th e  
c o n v e n tio n  a n d  show ed th e  rem a rk a b le  p ro g re ss  since  th e  M obile 
C o n fe re n ce  a  y e a r  b e fo re  ba d  b ro k en  th e  sh ack les  th a t  ha d  k e p t those  
c itie s  a n d  to w n s  o f  th e  N ew  O rlea n s-P en sac o la  section  w ith o u t h ig h 
w ay  c o n n ec tio n s . T h e  w om en, too, g a th e re d  a t  N ew  O rlea n s  a n d  
c o n d u c te d  th e  f i r s t  P a r l ia m e n t  on  H ig h w ay  B e a u tif ic a tio n — th e  f i r s t  
a t te m p t  in  a n  in te r s ta t e  w a y  to  fo s te r  an d  p ro m o te  ro ad sid e  b e au ty  
a n d  to  a b o lish  th e  b illb o a rd  abuse. A n o th e r  g a th e r in g  a t  th a t  con
v e n tio n  w a s  th e  S o u th e rn  Road  C ongress  w h ere  a  S o u th e rn  T ru n k lin e  
c  te m  e m b ra c in g  h ig h w a y s  o f im m ed ia te  im p o rta n ce  to  tr a v e l in to  

nd  th r u  th e  S o u th  w a s  d iscussed a n d  ac ted  upon .
T o d ay  a l l  th e  s ta te s  a re  a c tiv e ly  bu ild in g . In  each  s ta te  the  

n in c c rs , o f fic ia ls  a n d  people  a re  so lv ing  e n g in ee rin g  p ro b lem s o f 
° n u s u a l  d if f ic u lty , b rid g in g  nu m e ro u s g r e a t  w a te rw a y s  a lo n g  th e  
G u lf  o f  M e x ic o ; sp a n n in g  sp a rse ly  pop u la ted  sec tions o f  th e  W e s t:

i ld in g  a c ro ss  d e se r ts  a n d  b la s tin g  th ru  g r a n i te  m o u n ta in s .
U1 O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  officia ls h a v e  tr av e le d  over 100.000 m iles  i r  

w o rk , h a v e  pub lished  40,000 se rv ice  a n d  g e n e ra l m aps, -10,000 
1 c logs, 10,000 lith o g ra p h  fou r-co lo r w a ll m a p s , 50,000 m isce llaneous 
-  a n d  book le ts . O ld S pa n ish  h is to ry  from  F lo rid a  to  Cali-
Ie . nn(i c o v er in g  th re e  c en tu r ie s  hn3 been se arched  a n d  p a r t ly  
om piled- M a g az in e  a n d  fe a tu re  a rtic le s  h a v e  reached  a  c irc u la tio n  

c o ve r .,,000.000 people. Y et r e a l tr a v e l se rv ice  is ju s t  b e g in n in g .
°  ,pon  y e a r s  h ave  passed . T h e  Old S p a n ish  T ra i l  is a  n a tio n a l ly  

c n iz e d  h ig h w a y  ra te d  ns a  basic  t ru n k lin e , c lassed  a s  o f  fo re - 
- t  im p o rta n c e , d e cla red  e ssen tia l to  m il ita ry  d e fense , conceded a3 
! r ° t i n e d  to  be  th e  g r e a t  c o n tin e n ta l trav e lw ay , a n d  is im p ro v in g  a t 

j e  c o s t o f m a n y  m illio n s o f d o lla rs  a n n u a lly .
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THE OLD SPA N ISH  TR A IL ASSOCIATION, l„c,
A M e m b ersh ip  O rg a n iz a t io n  

T h e  m e m b ersh ip  is a  v o lu n ta ry  b a n d  o f  m e n  and  women interest** 
in bu ild ing  a  g r e a t  h ig h w a y  f ro m  F lo r id a  to  M exico and  Califoroi* 
nnd de velop ing  its  tr a v e l c o m fo r ts , a n d  in  th e  p rese rva tion  of the old 
la n d m ark s  an d  th e  o ld  h is to ry  o f  th o se  a n c ie : t  and  rom antic  period, 
in th e  S o u th e rn  B o rd e rla n d s  w h e re  m en  a n ti em p ires struggled fCr 
m aste ry  long  b e fo re  th e  A m e ric a n  R e v o lu tio n .

A ll fu n d s  a rc  c o n tro l le d  by  a n  E x e c u tiv e  B oard  o f business men. 

T h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  B e a u tif ic a tio n  p la n s  to  beau tify , to  sign th, 
h is to rica l p laces , to  w o rk  a g a in s t  th e  ro a d s id e  a d v er tis in g  nuisance, to 
p lan  d is t in c t iv e  m a rk in g , a n d  to  p re s e rv e  th e  n a tu ra l  a ttrac tions and 
the  w ea lth  o f  h is to ric a l v a lu es . E n g in e e r s ,  h ig h w a y  officia ls, women', 
club3 a n d  boy scou ts  a re  c o o p e ra tin g .

T he  local C ounc ils  o f  S a n  A n to n io  a n d  B oerne  a re  proceeding to 
m ake th e  se c tio n  f ro m  S a n  A n to n io  to  B o e rn e  a  model of beautifica
tion . T h e ir  p la n s  c a ll  f o r  m a n y  n o ta b le  u n d e r ta k in g s  a n d  it  is hoped 
n e t on ly  m e m b ers  a lo n g  th e  O ld S p a n is h  T r a i l  b u t  o the rs  thruout the 
U n ited  S ta te s  w ill le a rn  f ro m  th e se  e ffo rts  th e  best methods for tbt 
beau tif ica tion  o f  th e  ro ad sid es.

O F F IC E R S  A N D  D IR E C T O R S

S. I I .  P e c k , P re s id e n t ,  M ob ile , A labam a  
H a r r a l  B. A yres, M a n a g in g  D ire c to r ,  S a n  A nton io , Texas

E xecu tive  B o a rd , N a t io n a l  H e a d q u a r te rs ,  S a n  A ntonio 

K enneth  W im or, C h a irm a n  P e rc y  T y r re ll , Secre tary
II. B. A yres, M a n a g in g  D ire c to r  L eo n  N . W a lth a ll, Treasurer

A tto rn ey s , B irk h e a d , L a n g  ■& B e ck m an n , S an  Antonio

D iv ision  V ic e -P re s id e n ts  

S. L. M cG lathc ry , P a s s  C h r is t ia n , M iss . Coke R . S tevenson , Junction, Tex. 
J u liu s  D u pon t, H o u m a , L a . A . I I .  G a rd n e r , Tom bstone. Arix.

H o n o ra ry  V ic e -P re s id e n ts  

W. M. C orry , Q uincy , F la .  M rs . A . F . S to rm , New Orleans
M rs. T . A . B n n n in g , R o b e r tsd a le , A la . M rs . G eorge  Sealy , Galveston 
M rs. B. H . S c o tt, I rv in g to n , A la . M rs. H e n ry  D rought, San Antonie
M rs. P. J .F r ie d r ic h s ,  N ew  O rle a n s , L a . M rs. B e r t Couch, Sanderson, Tex.

D ire c to r s

Prod W . M a rsh , P e n sa co la , P in . M rs . A . A . A n d in g , Opelousas, La. 
Mr3. R ucks Y c rc e r , G u lfp o r t ,  M iss . J .  C . U nu n iE n rten , Schulcnburg, Tel. 

E d  F le tc h e r ,  J r . ,  S a n  D iego , C a lif .
F ie ld  E n g in e e r —H a r r y  L o ck e , L os A n g eles , Calif.

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n
N a tio n a l B o a rd  o f  M a n a g e rs ,  S a n  A n tonio

D ir™ !? ' 1I?.nrS' D ro ,'P h t .  D ire c to r -G e n e ra l.  M rs. J .  H . Lnpham. Vice 
Adam ° r *c rS' C n ss in , V ic e -D ire c to r. M rs. S terling  Pr f*
and  m ' J M r s - R  W - S o re ll. T r e a s u re r .  M rs. J .  B. Le*rfcW 
Qtld M r“- P - F - S taufT er, A sso c ia te  M a n a g e rs .

S t a te  D ire c to r s

Bucks YerlvA ^ , ra ' B a n n in g , R o b e r tsd a le . M is s is s ip p i"" ^
3 Y ern er, G u lfp o rt . L o u i s i a n a - M r s .  A . F . S to rm , New Orient-

C om m itte e  on  D esig n  fo r  H is to r ic a l M ilepost 

G alveston S a n  A n to n i° . C h a irm n n . M rs. Ccorge Seal
H. S cott ’ir v in  M rs '  ^ 03ePK ine C ouch , S a n d e rso n . Texas. Mrs- 

■ I rV ln ,:lo n ' A  a - M rs . D ella  H u m a n , S a n  Diego, Colit.

H IG H W A Y  IM P R O V E M E N T  
H e a d q u a r te rs  S e e t io n - S a n  A n to n io  to  Boerne

M rs. p . W CS o re H °r1 tT. COUn<:il K en d a ll C ounty  Coonril
Mrs. w. w. McCrIl̂ I™o"n Mrs. George Belsey. Chairman
M rs. J o h n  i p.n  “ ^ S e c r e t a r y  M iss H ild a  H a th aw ay . SecrctaS 

P r ,d * «n . T r e a s u re r  M rs . F r i t z  R e in h a rd , Treasurer
E x ec u tiv e  C om m itte e  E xecutive C om "" '*
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erce 
and 

m
otor 

clubs 
along 

th
e 

w
ny 

w
ill 

provide 
dependable 

local 
in

form
ation. 

If 
the 

trav
eler 

is 
interested 

in gro
at 

construction w
orks he w

ill 
find 

m
uch 

to 
com

pensate him
 

as 
he 

trav
els along.
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