
REPORT OF HARRAL B. AYRES, MANAGING DIREC
TOR OF THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL, TO 

THE CONVENTION,

New Orleans, March 26-28, 1923.

Members of the Convention:—

The program  and printed m atter before this convention 
se t fo rth  quite clearly the things accomplished, and the 
policies in force, or recommended. This rep o rt therefore 
will be held to brief statem ent.

The Old Spanish Traid today is m apped as a prim ary 
project. I t  is recognized as of prim ary  im portance by the 
Federal Road Bureau, and subject to Federal Aid in all its 
parts. I t  has been so well woven together as a national 
pro ject th a t the W ar D epartm ent has issued a sta tem en t 
th a t  i t  “is an essential elem ent in the plans fo r national 
defense and should be completed w ithout delay according 
to the best federal standards.” The senators and congress
men of the border s ta tes have declared i t  a basic highway 
in the national system and ask fo r its  prom pt completion. 
The United States Bureau of Education has adopted i t  in 
its  course of study recom mended to the public schools. 
The Am erican Automobile Association, and o ther national 
au thorities, have declared i t  a  nationally  needed to u ris t 
route . The National Highways Association has classed it  
the basic trunkline of the South, and they  offer in the public 
in te rest to p repare  “ the finest map of any transcon tinen tal 
highway in the United S ta tes,” and to indicate its  im portan t 
feeders.

.I ts  recognition today as a g rea t national p ro jec t is so 
clear, all people and agencies of th is  southern borderland 
country  should give the Old Spanish T rail adm inistration  
their unreserved support th a t there  may be no faltering  
in carry ing  on the work.

The highway is still f a r  from  being open. Millions are 
going into construction, more millions are  available, b u t 
barriers exist th a t send cars to storage and trave l by tra in . 
These b a rrie r  sections a re  the problem s of today, and to 
morrow, and fo r  some tim e to come.

M any policies the past several years have been defined 
th a t  a re  today generally  accepted as sound. As the southern 
transcon tinen tal trunk line, the Old Spanish T rail offers 
its  co-operation to  a ll nationally  established trunkline high
ways from  the N orth, and in tu rn  the Old Spanish T rail 
reaches no arm  north  of its  main trunkline, conceding th a t 
te r r ito ry  to all no rthern  effort. By the same principle the 
Old Spanish T rail aim s to develop all its  te r r ito ry  south to 
the Gulf and the border th a t  traffic delivered by the n o rth 
ern highways m ay be well served when i t  reaches the Old 
Spanish T rail territo ry .

The policy fo r developm ent of OST te rr ito ry  em braces 
trunklines th a t correspond to m ilitary  needs, and th a t  have 
been carefu lly  considered in conference w ith W ar D epart

m ent officials. Tourist Loops to places of tourist a ttrac 
tion are planned and m arked southw ard subject to assur
ances of proper roadways. The whole Old Spanish Trail 
system fu rtherm ore has been woven together with due re
gard  to historical consistency.

Texas and westward the Old Spanish T rail touches all im
p o rtan t and M exican border crossings. Texas members 
despite the burden of working out the problem s of 960 
miles across th a t pioneer sta te , have pushed the develop
m ent of trunklines to and along the M exican border. When 
Mexico develops her highways and autom obile travel flows 
freely  back and fo rth  across the border, the two peoples 
will find social and trad e  rela tions th a t  will rem ove many 
of the in te rnational complications.

The highway when completed from  St. Augustine to  San 
Diego, will be about 2850 miles. When all its trunklines 
are completed, the system  will embrace over 4000 miles 
and will open a playground country  to  the nation grea te r 
than anyth ing  served by a single system  on the Am ericau 
or the E uropean continents. The rom ance and history 
th a t  embellish its  te rr ito ry , its  clim atic and sport a ttrac 
tion and its  national value, clothe i t  w ith  unusual distinc
tion.

The iden tity  of this highway from  sea to sea as the Old 
Spanish T rail only, and not a road  of m any names and m any 
m arkings, should be jealously guarded  by the people. In 
places where the people encourage the claim of various 
highway prom oters to the same road , the  divided support 
leads to neglect and prevents constructive effort.

The Old Spanish T rail system  in the serv itor of the south
ern  borderlands. The trunk lines from  the N orth are  its 
helpm ates. F o r this reason a connecting system , not a con
flicting system , is sought. A t the Road Congress maps 
will be be subm itted in keeping w ith th is  idea with the hope 
th a t  agreem ent can be reached upon a “ S outhern T runk
line System ” which shall receive first a tten tio n , and get 
built. This will m ore quickly open the South as the  play
ground of the n a tion’s autom obile trave le rs  and will allow 
the tr ib u ta ry  highway program s of the s ta tes to w ork out 
w ith m ore ease. H ighway Commissions m ust be helped in 
th e ir  efforts to  build main line arte ries. H ighway Associa
tions of recognized s tanding  have been invited  to  send 
rep resen tatives to th is  Congress.

M any proposals a re  offered fo r m otion p ictu res of the 
highway. The h istorical lure  offers fasc inating  appeal. A 
g rea t picture will come. H istorical m anuscrip t is w ritten  
of th a t  rom antic sto ry  of those th ree centuries preceding 
the A m erican Revolution in the lands across the continent. 
B ut my answ er has alw ays been such a p icture  can only 
be m ade when con tracts  a re  possible th a t  p ro tec t the people 
from  u n business like  explo itations in the  nam e of the Old 
Spanish T rail.

The tim e has come when organized agencies should be 
d irecting  the work of highway beautification. The wo
men a re  m ore capable of this than  the man. The W omen’s 
P arliam en t has been called, and the eager, splendid co
operation given by the women gives prom ise th a t  we shall 
see here in New O rleans organized effort th a t  will establish


