
THE PROGRESS OF THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL__

A h a lf  of th is  200 miles is financed fo r paving even now, 
so m uch is  th e  in te re s t of the  people. This Gulf Coast 
co u n try  can become nationally  popular as a playground of 
the  people because of its  accessibility to the g rea t centers 
o f w ealth  and  population , and because of its  clim ate and 
its  diversified opportunities fo r sports and relaxation.

I t  is th is section th a t  is breaking the Old Spanish Trail 
in to  tw o p a rts , while a t  th e  same tim e keeping th ree cities 
iso lated  from  au to  traffic and social intercourse, and de
nying  to  the fo u r s ta tes  the to u ris t riches th a t  could easily 
rival South  F lo rida  or the  C alifornia coast. I t  likewise 
h u r ts  F lo rida  and C alifornia, fo r  the free  flow of travel 
from  coast to coast over this w inter-tim e highway will build 
up  all trav e l and help a ll sections. All te rr ito ry  of the 
Old Spanish  T ra il w ill reap  of th e  h arvest as each section 
develops its  a ttrac tio n s  by opening its  highways. The Frost 
K ing  of th e  N orth  will lose his subjects by tens of thousands 
w hen th e  Sun God of the South blesses a completed Old 
Spanish  T rail.

To cu re  these inactiv ities the Gulf Boulevard section of 
th e  OST, em bracing  the Pensacola-New Orleans section, 
has organized  to  m eet in conference annually. The first 
m eetin g  was a t Mobile in March, 1922, and the second con
fe re n c e  will be w ith  the OST convention a t  New Orleans, 
M arch  26-28, 1923.

T h a t m eeting  las t year has gone into history as a classic. 
O bstacles th a t  had bred hopeless discouragem ent suddenly 
to o k  on first im portance. One y ear ago the people des
p a ired  of even a  good road. Today they are actually  build
ing a paved boulevard pro ject. Mississippi w ith fine spirit 
cam e quickly to  the  f ro n t  and is a lready paving across the 
s ta te . Louisiana is le ttin g  contracts across m arshes and iso
lated  sections. F lorida is coming to the Alabama line from 
Pensacola  with paving. Between Pensacola and New Or
leans a re  26 miles of bays, rivers and m arshes. Some of 
th e  longest bridge and m arsh construction in the world is 
involved. Mobile Bay is eight miles. Biloxi Bay will be 
bridged  and save seven miles of highway and m ake Biloxi 
and Ocean Springs one city and the Gulf Coast road un
rivaled in the United States. Louisiana m ust build over 
a  nine-m ile m arsh and build over th ree  rivers of g rea t 
difficulty. The Gulf Boulevard from  New Orleans to Pen
sacola is building fast.

IV.

LOUISIANA PROBLEMS AND PROGRESS.

The Old Spanish T rail across Louisiana is now a state 
p ro jec t w ith the power o f an  accum ulating s ta te  road fund 
behind it  and a newly-organized sta te  highway commission. 
I t  crosses a rich and rom antic sugar and cotton plantation 
country, b u t also a coun try  of expensive problems in road 
building.

From  the Mississippi s ta te  line to  M organ City, a distance 
of ab o u t 150 miles, ancient delta land of the m ighty Missis
sippi riv e r is encountered.

V ery  little  n a tu ra l road-building m aterial, or natural

, , fv,„ w h w a v  in its i-each across th e  sta te . 
S t a l T  o f f  Spanish Trail through Louisiana is building, 
I d  the day is near when New Orleans will be open to  the

West.  +v»n Mississimri riv er, andWest.
Because New Orleans lies on the M ississippi river, and 

all that land is ancient delta, the tra ils  o f an c ien t days did 
not go as the highway of today m ust go, b u t  sw ung fu rth e r  
northward. The French established two cap ita ls  o f Louisi
ana, a t  Biloxi and a t Mobile, before Bienville had the cour
age to plant on the lower Mississippi riv e r the  m etropolis 
of the new territo ry  that now is New Orleans. The rich 
ness of the lands in south Louisiana drew  th e  a ristocracy  
of F rance to  th a t section. As the m arke t place o f  th e  Miss
issippi Valley, whose channels reach  a  h a lf  o f  th e  con
tinent, New Orleans became a  m elting  p o t o f the  races 
that conquered the new world. French, Spanish and  E ng
lish periods all left their indelible im press; today  the 

Oit.v is nuite tru th fu lly  spoken of as th e  “P a ris  of
America.”

The Old Spanish Trail of today, tru e  to  its  p rincip le  of 
building where the people w ant trave l, is fo rc in g  itse lf 
across the delta and through New Orleans and  along the 
bayous and the plantations of South Louisiana.

The Louisiana highway departm ent, b u t one y ear old, is 
a ttacking all the OST problems across the s ta te . Epics in 
engineering will have been achieved with the Louisiana por
tion of some 350 miles, bu t serious work still rem ains and 
the traffic of the nation waits.

Lake Charles.
Louisiana and Texas are separated by th e  Sabine river. 

Lake Charles (Calcasieu Parish) has m ost of h e r road 
paved, but a t  the river approach is ano ther section  of grief. 
The Sabine River, when a t  flood, is th ree  or m ore miles 
wide. That is another of those serious d rainage a reas  be
cause the OST keeps close to the Gulf and in tends to  open 
to the people sections th a t will always be th e ir  playgrounds. 

The problems of that section cry fo r a tten tio n .

V
EAST TEXAS AND PAVED ROADS.

Tfte Old Spanish Trail across Texas involves 1,000 mn«s 
— one third the distance across the continent. And Texas 
divides into two parts  of differing types of country .

E ast Texas from  the Louisiana line (the C ity  o f O range) 
to San Antonio, 340 miles, is the plains section, fla t in  the 
east and a rolling country as San A ntonio is approached. 
E ast Texas is a country of small farm s.

W est Texas, 600 miles from  San A ntonio to  E l Paso, Is 
the Hill. Country, with m ountains 400 miles w e s t ' of San 
Antonio. This is a land of goat, sheep and c a ttle  ranches. 
E ast Texas has the rain fall of the Gulf C oast; W est Texas 
is a dryer area. Road problem s a rc  very  d iffe ren t in  the 
two sections.

Two years ago a connected highway across Texas was 
unknown. There was a  jum ble of crooked coun try  roads 
in the east. The west was a  m edley of ran ch  tra ils . Auto-
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mobile trave l across Texas was a  problem. Then the 
scientific w eaving tog eth er of an overland highway across 
Texas was begun by the Old Spanish Trail membership.

The E ast Texas division is now all financed except fo r 
one county  and little  parts  of several others, and big con
struction  is under way.

O range, Beaum ont, P o r t A rthur, and Houston will be 
connected w ith concrete. 40 miles are finished, and other 
work is going forw ard. The money is ready.

W est of Iluoston, on to San Antonio, a federal standard 
gravel road  is built, with two sections still under construc
tion, and two small breaks th a t  need financing. Out of San 
A ntonio paving is being laid eastw ard and westward, and 
it  is no t long before these gravelled miles' will be covered 
and E as t Texas will have a paved highway.

The plans of the Old Spanish Trail call fo r a connec
tion w ith the Main Line from  Houston to  the  Mexican 
extension down through Brownsville, and this, too, will 
call fo r  paving.

VI.

W EST TEXAS HILLS AND MOUNTAINS.

San Antonio is -the beginning of the Hill Country of 
Texas. The Main Line of the Old Spanish Trail goes north
westw ard from  San Antonio, then westward through the 
goat, sheep and cattles ranches, w ith th eir rocky hills and 
spring-w ater stream s. These are  the  foot-hills of the  Rocky 
M ountains. W est about 400 miles are the Davis M ountains, 
■with peaks higher than any of the m ountains of the East, 
and rem arkable in the sum m er and w in ter pleasures they  
offer to the people. The S tate of Texas is now moving to 
make these m ountains a s la te  park. The Old Spanish T rail 
will open them  to the travel of the nation.

A second OST trunkline goes westward from  San A n
tonio to the  Rio Grande a t  Del Rio and then  will follow 
a borderland route westward and connect again with the 
Main Line a t these Davis M ountains. W ithin these two 
trunklines lie this wild hill, canyon and m ountain country, 
blest with cool breezes in sum m er and a sunny atm osphere 
in w inter, and one of the las t wild and prim itive regions left 
to the people. Tourist Loops of the OST are marked and 
threading  this country. A nother s ta te  parksite embracing 
the Frio  Canyons is contem plated. Along the Rio Grande 
another trunkline is building and the au to  traveler will 
build up in ternational friendship.

The elevation a t  San Antonio is 600 feet. The elevation 
westward rises to 1,000 and 2,000 feet. The Davis Moun
tains are 5,000 to 9,000 feet. El Paso is 3,900 feet.

Travel now makes the distance, 600 miles, from  San 
Antonio to El Paso in th ree and four days. The people 
have done a  g rea t deal to  make trave l com fortable. They 
have a big m ileage and a sparsely settled land to span. 
They are  giving nice account of themselves and offering 
an opened way to sister sta tes fo r traffic over the Old 
Spanish Trail.

Between Kerrville and Junction  is a rocky and forbidding 
divide. There was no rem edy except a new and expensive

road. One-half of the sixty miles, in the Junction territory, 
is now a completed federal standard highway laid down on 
new courses by an engineer who loved the country and 
studied the scenic delights of the hills and streams. Now 
in the K errville territo ry , the other half, fashioned by 
the same engineer, is building. When that highway over 
th a t divide is finished, cars will sweep into th a t Hill Coun
try  and find a new world.

Southward from  San Antonio a third trunkline is being 
laid down— The Mexican extension, which also will have 
a connection from  Houston and be a p a rt of the highway 
around the Gulf from  Tampa to Tampico. This goes south 
to the Rio Grande Valley, then sixty miles down the valley 
to  Brownsville, on the way to Tampico and Mexico City. I t 
is 240 miles from  San Antonio through a primitive, un
settled country to the Valley. The sixty miles in the Val
ley are through an irrigated  and rich citrus f ru it  and truck 
section, where w ealth  is accum ulating w ith rapid strides. 
In  the past year millions have been voted for a paved 
highway along this trunkline. Now the Federation of Wom
en’s Clubs in th a t  string  of towns through the valley are 
fostering  a  move to line the Old Spanish Trail there with 
palms. Everyone proceeded to co-operate, and hardly was 
the ink dry on th eir f irs t call to the people before the 
move had spread and an Avenue of Palms n inety miles 
long was in process of realization. I t  will fall to the men 
to solve the problems and build this system of highways, 
but it  will be the women who will beautify  it, and it  will 
be the women also who will s ta r t  the crusade to stop dis
figurement by advertising signs.

This southern Texas work brings to Old Spanish Trail 
trave l its  access to Mexico. The Rio Grande is now- 
tapped by the OST system  a t  all its  im portan t crossings, 
and the M exican governm ent and the Mexican sta tes are 
planning their highways th a t  they may bring the day close 
when in ternational travel will bring b e tte r understandings 
betw een the two nations.

VII.
W ESTERN ACHIEVEMENT.

All across the continent the Old Spanish Trail is graced 
with the charm s of borderland conditions, first are the 
romance, sports and relaxations of the Gulf Country, then 
in Texas the Rio Grande country  and its  international types, 
while across Arizona and California is th a t twilight zone 
th a t m arks the bounds of the two racially d ifferent people. 
M any “ b a ttles” and budding “crises” have scarred that 
boundary land.

Arizona holds fascinating  appeal. Its wrritten history 
s ta rts  with th a t rem arkable expedition of Coronado search
ing fo r the seven cities of gold, and a new-old history is be
ing w ritten  daily as antiquarians delve back into old In
dian civilizations and works.

The m odern “cities of gold” are  Douglas and Bisbee, 
where the wealth of copper is being mined and smelted, i  
Douglas is on the border; Agua Prie ta  over the line. Bisbee " 
has had to pile her s tree ts  and houses on top of one another


