
Palm Beach, F la . , A p ril 25 ,1930 .

Mrs. Kenry Drought,
T3I5 N. S t. Mary's S tr e s t ,  
San A ntonio, Texas;

Dear Mrs. Drought:

I have rece iv ed  the a r t i s t i c  in v i ta t io n  to  the recep tio n  

&>•" th a t most e x c e l le n t  gentlem an, Mr. Harral Ayres and regret ex

cee d in g ly  th a t I w i l l  not he among th ose  present . I f  I was w ith

in  one hundred m ile s  o f  San A ntonio, on Tuesday n ex t, I most cer

t a in ly  would be g lad  to  h elp  honor Mr. Ayres and would go th at

d is ta n c e  to  do so .

My adopted S ta te  -F lo r id a -  had a famous man, in  the person  

o f  th e  la t e  lamented Henry M. F la g le r , who w ith m ill io n s  o f  d o l

la r s  a t h is  command, in  th e  90s, became a r e a l F lo r id a  booster  by 

b u ild in g  r a ilr o a d s  and h o te ls  on the e a s t  coast o f  t h i s  S tate.H e  

was a wonderful g en iu s , but h is  grea t worth and the good he did  

for  F lo r id a , was not g iv en  acknowledgment"in a p u b lic  way, u n t i l  

l a s t  year, when a monument was erected  to  h is  memory by the C ity

o f  Palm Beach,

You and those who gather to  honor Mr. A yres, on Tuesday- 

even ing n ex t, w ith  you, are r e a l s in cere  people who ap p recia te  

a r e a l man and a genius , fo r  Mr, Ayres i s  a second F lag ler  and 

he has g iven  the South a tr a n sc o n tin e n ta l highway th a t i s  the  

achievem ent o f  a great man. He may not rece iv e  p u b lic  recogni

t io n  o f  the wonderful accom plishm ent, now, but in  the year’s to  

come, as h is  work i s  more and more ap p recia ted , the people o f  the  

Southern S ta te s  w i l l  be g lad  to  honor the name o f  Harral Ayres.

I am proud e f  the p r iv i le g e  o f  c a l l in g  him a fr ie n d .

R espect.R esp ect. q r y
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