
Ur. C harles 'la y s ,
E d ito r , P o st-D isp a tch ,
Houston, Texas.

Dear Hr. Hays:
v Hews ns poj? nan have su ggested  we g ive  Texas e d ito r s  the ro llow in g  

fa c t s  and ask e d it o r ia l  cooperation  for  the good o f Texas.

About a month ago the Texas Highway Commission gave the name or 
JEPFERSOI! DAVIS to the highway from the Red R iver thru A ustin  and dan 
Antonio to  Laredo. This "highway, n a t io n a lly  known as the MERIDIAII 
HIGHWAY, was sometime ago lo c a l ly  named the PAT HUPP HIGH./AY.

At the same m eeting the OLD 3PAIII31I TRAIL from Orange to  HI Paso 
was named in  Texas the STEPHEN P. AUSTIN HIOHV/AY. At the l a s t  m eet­
ing o f the Highway Commission the name STj'PHEI! F. AUSTIN was abandoned 
and' JBPFHR3GI! DAVIS MEMORIAL HIGH’.VAY s u b s t itu te d .

Hews rep orts s ta te  the highway from Red R iver to Laredo i s  now 
being marked by the Highway Department as JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY and 
the Highway Commissioners say JEFFERSON DAVIS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY i s  s e t t le d  
fo r  the Orange--El Paso rood.

This i f  p e r s is te d  in  means the d e str u c tio n  o f  the Old Spanish T ra il 
from S t. A ugustine, F lorida  to  San D iego, C a lifo r n ia  as a n a tio n a l h igh­
way, for Tex/:s w ith  on e-th ird  the d is ta n ce  a cro ss  the co n tin en t can make 
or break the p r o je c t .

The Old Spanish T ra il was organized  a t Ilo b ile  in  1915 and has been 
a continuous a c t iv e  org a n iza tio n  ever s in c e . At a conference in  Houston 
in  1919 San Antonio was asked to assume the n a tio n a l headquarters work.
The value o f connecting  such a p ro ject across Texus was recogn ized  and 
the San Antonio Chamber o f  Commerce appropriated  “il.OOO and o ther fo l lo w - '  
ed w ith  support in  lo y a l measure. In the ten  years o f t h is  work members 
have spent over '''5100,00,0 piersonal'ly. They have succeeded not only  
in  making the Old Spanish T ra il a connected tr a n sco n tin en ta l tru n k lin e  
o f very va lu ab le  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  to the South, but they have fo s te r e d  the 
co n stru ctio n  program u n t i l  535 ,000 ,000  have a lread y been spent; 57 ,900 ,000  
o f co n stru ctio n  in  progress w i l l  be completed th is  year; 5 i0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  
new co n stru ctio n  w i l l  be inaugurated in  1925.

nhe Old Spanish T ra il j s  known a l l  over the la n d . I t  i s  o f  record  
in  n a tio n a l o f f ic e s  everywhere, on a l l  maps, in  government manuals, at 
sc h o o ls , l i b r a r ie s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  and w ith  n l i  magazine e d ito r s  in te r e s te d  
in  outdoor l i f e  and auto t r a v e l .  More magazine and fea tu re  a r t i c le s  
are published than fo r  any other n a tio n a l highway. I t s  name, i t s  h i s ­
to r ic a l  background, i t s  p o te n t ia l se r v ic e  to  n a tio n a l to u r is t  t r a v e l ,  
and the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f i t s  te r r i to r y  fo r  se ttlem en t developm ent, f i s h ­
in g , camnjng and r e s t in g , a l l  anneal to  the northern e d ito r s .  I f  l e t

ffiAOQUAKTERŜANIONlQUX. Sun A n t o n i o ,  n e x o s ,  
Huy o t'n , 1 9 2 5 .


