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San Antonio Man Wins Decoration
K ing of Spain Sends Medal fo r W ork fo r Old Spanish Trail

HAURAL AYRES, m anaging d irector of the 
Old Spanish T ra il development, will receive a 
distinguished honor from the K ing of Spain 

when he receives the Condccoration of Ihc Royal 
O rder of Isabel la Catolica, w ith title  of Knight 
Comm ander at a reception and ceremony of presen­
tation  Tuesday evening at the home of Mrs. Henry 
D rought, 1215 N orth St. M ary ’s Street, for his work 
in connection with the Old Spanish T ra il move­
ment.

O fficiating  at the ceremony will be the Spanish 
Consul Rabin dc I'bn rri. Spanish consul for Texas 
and New Mexico.

In the official p a rly  conferring  the decoration be­
sides (Tbarri and Mrs. D rought will be Ma.j. Gen. 
William Lassiter, commander of the Eighth Corps 
Area, and his personal s ta f f ; Enrique Sant ilia ilex, 
consul general of M exico: Col. II. M. Dickinanii, 
president of the San Antonio Automobile League; 
W erner N. Beckm ann, a representative of the Old 
Spanish Trail b oard ; Dr. F rederick  Combe, T. II. 
E theridge, president of the Sail Antonio Real Estate 
Board ; M ayor C. M. Chambers, County .Judge P erry
S. Robertson, S tate Senator W. A. Williamson, 
A rnold Shanklin, form er U nited S tates consul to 
Mexico, and W alter W althall, president of the San 
Antonio Cham ber of Commerce.

The jewel of the order is a double-sided Spanish 
sunburst, two inches in diameter, suspended from a 
laurel wreath. On one side is the name of the order, 
and on the o ther is “ La Leallad A crisolada,”  expres­
sive of loyalty and merit.

Ayres accepted the Old Spanish Trail leadership 
in 1919 when there was no regu lar route across the

Southern borderlands. Automobiles w ere forced to 
pick their own course through mud, cattle lands and 
deserts w ith undependable ferries assisting them in 
crossing the numerous rivers on route.

The leadership of San Antonio and constant ef­
forts for 10 years was the thing tha t eventually  
made possible the Old Spanish Trail. F ederal and 
S tate officials were slow in g ranting  recognition to 
the route and failed to do so until 1922.

The old Spanish T rail movement was organized a t  
Mobile, Ala., to  build a highway from F lo rida  to 
New Orleans. W estern S tates became interested, and 
the plan was changed to an A tlantic to Pacific h igh­
way. No recognition was given the work Cor seven 
years because of the cost of construction and the  
slow progress.

There was no recognized route across South 
Texas until 1921. A conference in Houston in 1919 
resulted in the routing of the road through  Sail 
Antonio, though Dallas had been the prevailing  
choice until th a t time. San Antonio was chosen 
because of its missions and historical ru ins of the 
Spaniards.

Ayres was selected as m anaging director in San 
Antonio shortly afte r  the Houston conference. The 
first step of the San Antonio group was to hold a 
convention in this city. More than 100 West. Texans 
attended this meeting and pledged the completion of 
the route through West Texas.

Ayres w ent to W ashington in June , 1922, and 
succeeded in having a declaration signed by Senators 
and Congressmen that the road was a basic N ational 
need. The United S tates Bureau of Education sided 
w ith the road builders as did the American Automo-
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bile Association. This w ork in W ashington took 
seven months, and resulted in liberal appropriations. 
Construction w ork followed w ithin a short time.

Florida in 1929 bemme the firs t S tate to complete 
the paving of its Old Spanish Trail route.

A w om en’s departm ent of beautification was 
started  in 1922 under the leadership of Mrs. F. W. 
Sorell and Mrs. A. IT. Moos of San Antonio to remove
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For Harral Ayres
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Former Trcntonian Hon­
ored for Work in Restor-

advertising signs and to beautify the road.
In 1925 the United S tates highw ays were desig­

nated. The Old Spanish T ra il through W est Texas 
was not recognized. Ayres again w ent to W ashing­
ton a fte r efforts to obtain recognition had failed 
because he was not present in the capital. On his 
arriva l in W ashington he opened the question and 
was successful in having the San Diego to St. 
A ugustine route made wholly a U nited S tates high­
way.—San Antonio Express.

\  S ilas: “ W hat’s tha t I hear, H iram , about your
hired man falling off the roof when he was shingling 
the .barn  last week?”

H iram : “ Yell. He fell into a barrel of tu rpen ­
tin e .”

Silas: “ Did it h u rt him m uch?”
H iram : “ D on’t know. They a in ’t caught him

y et.”

ing Old Spanish Trail
Harral Ayres, who was born In Bor- 

dentow n. and spent his early life  there 
and in th is c ity , and Is now living In 
San A ntonio, Texas, has had conferred 
upon him  the m ost distinguished royal 
order of Spain— the Condecoratlon of 
the Royal Order o f Isabel La Catolica. 
T his was conferred upon Mr. Ayres in 
th e name of K ing Alfonso XIII, for 
notable work In having, the Old Spanish  
Trail restored and converted into a na­
tional highway th a t links Florida and 
California. 1 *

The decoration was presented to Mr. 
Ayres at a reception held at the home 
of Mrs. Henry Drought In San Antonio, 
by Don Pablo de Ubarri, who repre­
sen ted the Spanish  King. The pre­
sentation  was participated In by Span­
ish, American, M exicar and Texas offi­
c ia ls a t a form al dip lom atic reception. 
T his Is a rare honor, and Is so Jealously 
guarded that th e  Condecoratlon Jewel, a 
double sided cross and sunburst in red 
and gold, the Spanish colors, suspended j 
from  a laurel leaf, that upon the death 
of the recipient or his promotion to a i 
higher order, It m u st be returned to 
the Crown.

T he Old Spanish Trail, used years be­
fore New England was settled, was cut 
by the Spanish  princes, adventurers and 
M ission Fathers who explored and se t­
tled the Old Spanish  country. Travel In 
those days was by sea and up rivers and 
over bays and overland by rambling 

, trails. On th is route were established  
the ancient cities o f S t. Augustine, Pen­
sacola, Mobile, B iloxi, New Orleans, San 
Antonio, El Paso, Tucson and San Di­
ego. W ith the advent o f  the autom o­
bile the road was practically closed to . 
travel because of the Insuperable bar- ;

1 riers offered by the bays and rivers.
| Everyone In the southland knew the

• rom antic history attached to the old 
trail and the cities along its  route, but' 
practically noth ing  was done u n til Mr. 
Ayres w enttfo San A ntonio to make his 
hom e. Fascinated by the h istory and

1 beauty o f the borderland country, he , 
se t about having the Old Spanish Trail ! 
made a national highway. !

The task was a long and o ften  tim es 
discouraging one. It  required Interest­
in g  the U nited States Government:

' getting  appropriations by Congress; ' 
traveling long d istances and making 
speeches to  Interest . people In the 
project; holding m eetings in  eight 
States through which the trail runs. 
Through Ills ceaseless devotion to the 
work, Mr.. Ayres overcame tremendous 

! difficulties, and today the Old Trail Is a 
I N ational Highway o f  major Importance,
. bu ilt a t a cost o f more than 5 80 ,0 00 .000 .
I Great bridges span the waters o f rivers 

\  and bays and th e  highway now forms 
l a continuous connecting link from 

!| Jacksonville and St. A ugustine on the 
;I Florlda East Coast through Tallahassee, 
i Pensacola, M obile, New Orleans. Beau- 
: m ont, H ouston, San Antonio, El Paso, 

Tucson, Phoenix to  San Diego on the 
j California coast.
! Clayton L. Traver, who of recent ?
: years has traveled extensively- through , 

the Southw est, m et Mr. Ayres a few . 
W inters ago in  San Antonio. He found 

j that the former Jcrseyman had not , 
' only been born In Bordentown, but that , 
i he had graduated from Rider College in ; 
i the days when It was the Rider Mooro

* j Stewart Business College. Last Winter 
I Mr. Ayres spent a brief time here with

Mr. Travc-. before the latter Joined him  
later In the season at San Antonio.


