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Y ours  o f  Ja n u a ry  1 4 th ,  add ressed  to  th e  
P u b l ic  L ib r a r y ,  New I b e r ia ,  L a . ,  has been r e f e r r e d  to  
me f o r  r e p ly .  You ask  f o r  in fo rm a t io n  as to when New 
I b e r ia  was fo u n d e d  and u n d e r w h a t c irc u m s ta n c e s .

* s  you a r e d o u b t le s s  aw are, L o u is ia n a  has 
been under th re e  f la g s ,  S p a n is h , F re n ch  and E n g l is h .
The f i r s t  s e t t le m e n ts  i n  t h i s  s e c t io n  w ere made by  
th e  S p a n is h . I n  F o r t i e r ' s  H is to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  
page 60 , he s a y s :

" I n  1779 , u n d e r G a lv e z , th e  G overnor o f  
L o u is ia n a ,  New I b e r i a 's  s e t t le m e n t  was fo rm ed  by 499 
men u n d e r th e  command o f  B o u lig n y .  These w e re  r e c r u i t s  
fro m  C anary Is la n d s ,  p o s s ib ly  f ro m  M a la g a r . These 
re c e iv e d  g ra n ts  o f  la n d .  Lome heads o f  f a m i l ie s  r e 
c e iv e d  in  r a t io n s ,  c a t t l e ,  p e c u in a ry  and o th e r  a id  
be tw een th re e  and fo u r  th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s . "

How ever, I  t h in k  t h a t  F o r t i e r  is  w ro n g  
i n  h is  s ta te m e n t t h a t  499 men were s e n t h e re  to  fo rm  
th e  f i r s t  s e t t le m e n t .  These men were p ro b a b ly  d i s 
t r ib u t e d  betw een s e v e ra l s e t t le m e n ts ,  because  we 
have a number o f  S p a n is h  names h e re ,  such a s ,  S egura, 
V ia t o r ,  L o p ez , M ig ue z , Romero, e t c . ,  b u t  had th e re  
been 499 f a m i l ie s  in  th e  s e t t le m e n t ,  th e re  w ou ld  have 
been a la r g e r  number o f  S p a n is h  names and th e r e  w o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  have been a much la r g e r  s e t t le m e n t  devebped.

The name, I b e r ia ,  comes fro m  th e  Ib e r ia n  
P e n in s u la ,  w h ic h  h ss  as you know, i s  a p a r t  o f  S pa in  
and p ro b a b ly  some o f  th e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  came fro m  t h a t  
p a r t  p f  S p a in .

I n  M a r t in 's  H is to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  on page 
29 (p u b lis h e d  by James Gresham in  1882) i s  the  f o l lo w in g :

"The S p a n ia rd s  made an a b o r t iv e  a tte m p t to  
e s t a b l is h  a town c a l le d  New I b e r ia ,  about s ix te e n  m ile s  
be low  S t .  M a r t i n v i l i e  . " J u s t  above New I b e r ia ,  t h a t  is  
a b o u t a m ile  f ro m  th e  m a in  p o r t  o f  th e  town is  a Lake
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