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Tho Old S p an ish  T r a i l  has Ico n  one o f th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  to  
f in a n c e  and b u i ld  o f  a l l  th e  n a t io n a l  t r u n k  l i n e s  b u t som eth ing  o f  
th e  d a u n tle s s  s p i r i t  o f  th e  p a d re s  and o f th e  c o n q u is ta d o re s  
flam ed a g a in  f o r  th e  men who' knew t h i s  s o u th e rn  b o rd e r la n d  co u n try  
d ec id e d  th e  o ld  t r a i l s  and  th e  new sh o u ld  be w elded to g e th e r  in to  
th e  R a t io n ’ s g r e a t e s t  tr a v e lw a y . How i t  i s  th e  m ost com p le te  
a r t e r i a l  highway a c ro s s  th e  c o n tin e n t and th e  on ly  one open a l l  
tho  y e a r .  Over $>70,000,000 have b e e n 's p e n t  f o r  road .H E s b r id g e  
and pav ing  c o n s t r u c t io n .  Twenty m ile s  o f  b r id g e s  w ere com pleted  
d u rin g  1937 and se v e n te e n  m ile s  more wore co m ple ted  th e  s p r in g  o f 
1938.

U n til  c o n s t r u c t io n  opened the way a c ro s s  th e  g r e a t  r i v e r s ,  bays 
and d ra in a g e  b a s in s  in  th e  E a s t  and th e  g r e a t  ra n g e s  in  th e  West 
on ly  a s e r i e s  o f uneonnocto  ’ ro a d s  o f f e r s  . d o u b tfu l chance to  c ro s s  
th e  c o n t in e n t .  P e r r i e s  t h a t  in  th e  p a s t  d i s t r e s s e d  t r a v e l e r s  
no lo n g e r  e x i s t . _ Two f e r r i e s  rem ain , th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r  a t
Hew O rleans and B erw ick Bay a t  Morgan C ity , L o u is ia n a , w ith  e ff ic ie rb  
s e r v ic e  and a l l - n i g h t  s e h e r u le s .

In  th e  E a s t  th e  w aterw ays a re  c ro s s e d  a t  p o in ts  where u n d e r-w a te r  
fo u n d a tio n s  have boon d i f f i c u l t  o r w here f lo o d s  sp re a d  r i v e r s  o u t 
m ile s  w ide . T w o -th ird s  o f  tho d ra in ag e  w a te rs  o f th e  c o n tin e n t  
a r e  c ro s se d  by th i s  highway n e a r  th e  G u lf o f Mexico w here tho  a c 
cum ulated  w a te rs  a re  a m igh ty  f o r c e .  In  the .Vest a re  m o u n ta in s ,
v a s t  ra n c h e s  and p l a i n s ---- a l l  s t r a n g e ly  f a s c in a t in g , b u t a  co u n try
so s p a r s e ly  p o p u la te d  th e r e  was l i t t l e  l o c a l  need  f o r  v highw ay; 
th e  fo rc e  o f  & n a t io n a l  p r o je c t  had to bo c u l t i v a t e d .

The e n g in e e rs ,  highway com m issioners and th e  men b eh in d  th e  
work have r i s e n  to  h ig h  ach iev em en t. The s p e l l  o f  th e  co u n try  . 
i s  in  t h e i r  b lo o d . They have co n n ec ted  F lo r id a  and C a l i f o r n ia  
th r u  A labama, M is s i s s ip p i ,  L o u is ia n a , T exas, Hew M exico .and  
A riz o n a -—th e  co u n try  o f th e  G u lf c f  Mexico and th e  M exican B orders 
They have p ro v id ed  p le a s u re s  f o r  t h e  peop le  ever;" day o f th e  y e a r  
and th e y  have opened th e  g r e a t e s t  f r o n t i e r  o f  th e  N a tio n  to  
s s t t l e m a i t  and: in v e s tm e n t.


