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Romance and Tragedy P athfindT 
O ld  Spanish T ra il

?T A n d  Romance Lingers W h ile  a Motorcade Rolls Luxuriously "te 
I  From  Florida to  San D iego fo r Conclave, October 14-15 J

By E. W . P E T E R S O N

T H E  O ld  Spanish T ra il is the 
oldest trans-continental h igh 
way in N o rth  America, runs 

through a rich, most prom ising and 
productive part o f the United, States, 
is one o f the most traveled th o ro u g h 
fares, and connects the oldest c ity  on 
the A tla n tic  Coast w ith  the oldest 
c ity  on the Pacific Coast. Its general 
course was established on land about 
the same time that C a b rillo  discov
ered the Bay o f San Diego by water, 
and the heroic struggle o f those who 
blazed the way fo r the overland tra il 
has no parallel in history.

The  O ld  Spanish T ra il,  however, 
d id no t begin on the east coast o f the 
U n ited  States; its beginning was at 
Palos, Spain, more than fou r hun
dred years ago, and reached San 
Diego less than f if ty  years after C o
lumbus discovered America. Long 
before Christopher Colum bus was 
heard of, caravans from  Europe had 
visited Ind ia  and returned w ith  tales 
o f great riches there, and during the 
fourteenth century Spanish and P o rt
ugese navigators were sent along the 
west coast o f A frica  fo r the purpose 
o f discovering a water route to India. 
T roub le  arose between the navigators 
o f the tw o  nations, and in 1479 a 
treaty was made between Spain and 
Portugal, g iv ing  the righ t o f way on

the A frican coast to Portugal, and 
giv ing to  Spain the Canary Islands 
and the r ig h t to explore the A tla n tic  
Ocean to the west. A pparently  Spain 
got no th ing in the treaty and yet it  
was the most fortunate th ing  that 
ever happened to any coun try in the 
w o rld .

A b ou t that time the compass and 
quadrant were invented and the dis
covery made that by their use navi
gators could sail out o f sight o f land 
and retrace their courses.

Columbus— 1492 
Soon thereafter. Christopher C o

lumbus, a young Ita lian  navigator, 
went to Portugal and la id before the

k ing his plan to reach India by sa il
ing a westerly course across the A t 
lantic. T h is  was a new and strange 
idea, as the m a jo rity  o f even educated 
people at that time considered the 
w o rld  flat. The  king  obtained front 
him  his fu ll plans w ith  charts, and 
w h ile  he had very litt le  fa ith  in the 
project and had entered in to  a treaty 
g iv ing  Spain all rights in that direc
tion. he secretly fitted up some ships 
and sent them out w ith o u t the 
knowledge o f Columbus. A fte r about 
six days sailing, the officers o f the 
clandestine ships became discouraged 
and returned home. Columbus then 
discovered the trick and le ft Portugal 
secretly, fearing both his creditors 
and the k in g : and. reaching Spain 
laid his plans before the Spanish 
k ing and queen w ith  what trib u la 
tions and final achievement are too 
w ell know n to w arrant repetition 
here.

T he Fountain of Youth— 
1512 and 1521.

One o f the men going on C o lum 
bus' second trip , was Ponce de Leon, 
quite an old man, very wealthy, but 
am bitious to help explore the new ly 
discovered w orld . O n account o f his 
wealth and politica l power, he was 
made Governor o f Porto Rico, but 
that did not fu lly  satisfy him . His 
hair was gray, his face w rink led, his 
body th in  and his strength leaving

San D iego-C aliforn ia  C lub d is tribu tion  
M ap bearing on reverse side s trip  maps 
from  E l Paso westward.
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