
i£>t. Augustine Snsttttute of Science
anti

2|fetorical H>octetp
g>t. &ugu£itme 

Jfloriba
e

M r.H a rra l Ayres
Old S panish  T r a i l  Managing D ir e c to r  
M exxanine F lo o r ,G u n te r  H o te l 

San A n to n io , Texas.

1\h  Second S t r e e t  
Beach Haven 

New J e rs e y  
A ugust 2 yA''l?2o

Ay d ea r H r .A y re s ,
Your l e t t e r  o f  A ugust I c t h . w ith  enc losed  a r t i c le  re c e iv e d  to -d a y ,a n d  I  

s h e l l  be g la d  to  a c t  as c o n s u lta n t on o ld  h is t o r y , t o  th e  b e s t o f  a y  a b i l i t y .  I  do n o t l i k e  
to  depend on ly memory,as I  am l i a b le  to  make m is ta k e s  and from  ...ay to  November I  am l i a b le  
to  be away fro .a  S t.A u g u s tin e  and o u r source  m a te r ia l .  T h is  i s  my summer home ’..here I  am a 
l e wa i  re s id e n t  and s h a l l  p ro b a b ly  be h e re  u n t i l  O c to b e r. I  have a number o f  books and o ld  
pam phlets  purchased f o r  th e  H is t o r ic a l  S o c ie ty  ,h e re  n o w ,th a t I  e x p e c t to  s h ip  l a t e r  and 
fro m  them I  s h a l l  ^ iv e  you a few  ite m s  f o r  y o u r in fo r m a t io n .A f te r  you were i n  S t.A u g u s tin e  
we secured from  S pa in  and e lsew here  a number o f  r - .re  books and maps some o? w h ich  have d a ta  

on th e  s u b je c t o f  y o u r a r t i c l e .  We haye had some t r a n s la t io n s  made in t o  Y n j l is h  by i . r .F re d  
A c o s ta ,a  S panish  s c h o la r , f ro m  G a rc ia 's  S pan ish  p r in t in g  fro m  M a n u s c r ip t in  1<?o2 f o r  th e  f i r s t  
t im e  o f  a R e la t io n  o f  F r ia r  M igu e l o f  a sh ip w reck  on th e  c o a s t o f  F lo r id a  i n  15p5 and th e  
H is  t o r y  o f  Kenendez and s e tt le m e n t in  F lo r id a  by B a r r ie n to s  w r i t t e n  I  b e lie v e  a b o u t 157^*
The R e la tio n , o f  F r ia r  M igu e l J iv e s  an a cco u n t o f  a M is s io n  n o r th  o f  S t.A u g u s tin e  o f  th e  
F ra n c is c a n s  and some m e n tio n  o f  th e  F ra n c is c a n s . In  th e  "Gods P ro te c t in g  P rov idence^ '-; th e
S h ipw reck -----  C a n ib a ls  o f  F lo r id a "  jo u rn a l o f  Jona than  D ickenson  w r i t t e n  lo p o - I6 f7  th e se
.. lis s io n s  n o r th  o f  S t.A u g u s tin e  o re  c.lso d e s c r ib e d  and n o th in ^  i s  sa id  o f  t h e i r  b e in vj b u i l t  o f
s to i ie , !  fe e l  su re  th e y  were o f  wood and so d e s tro ye d  in  1,732------1726----- 17^0 in  th e  v a r io u s
a t ta c k s  by th e  H n _ lia h  fro .a  South C a ro lin a  and G e o rg ia . In  S t.A u g u s tin e  however I  f in d  fro m  
th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  r. l e t t e r  o? th e  G overnor in  1596 th a t  he b u i l t  a house o f  s to n e  f o r  th e  
powder and has in  a p e t i t io n  o f  an e a r l i e r  d o te  p le n ty  f o r  a f o r t .  F r ia r  M igu e l s ta te s  in  
15J5 a l l  th e  houses in  S t.A u g u s tin e  were o f  wood th e  b e s t b e in w b u i l t  o f  b o a rd s . I  have n o t  
y e t  read th e  B a r r ie n to s , i t  was t r a n s la te d  a f t e r  I  l e f t  S t.A u g u s t in e . In  P h i l ip s  book on th e  
maps o f  Lowery , i s  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  a l e t t e r  o f  a g o v e rn o r o f  S t A u g u s tin e  1o05 in  w hich 
he speaks o f  r e b u i ld in g  th e  h o s p i ta l  o f  L<x Soled ad and c n la r g in ^  i t  and m oving th e  s ic k  .back 
in t o  i t  so th a t  th e y  w i l l  be s a fe  f r o m f i r e ,  f o r  th e  p la c e  where th e y  had been was b u i l t  o f  
wood and covered w ith  pa lm .,Th is  in f e r s  t h a t  ..a Soledad was b u i l t  o f  s to n e .L a  Soledad was 
th e  h e rm ita g e  where th e  F ra n c is c a n  F r ia r s  to o k  re fu s e  in  1599 when th e  la rg e  conven t burned 
and th e y  rem ained in  i t  u n t i l  t h e i r  conven t was r e b u i l t .  I  f in d  in  T ic h n o r  th a t  th e  C o fra d ia  
o f  La Soledad was form ed in  S pa in  in  15o7 and was one o f  th e  two b ro th e rh o o d s  h a v in g  charge 
o f  th e  p la y s  ,_ ,iven ,the  money,made su p p o rtin g , th e  c i t y  h o s p i ta l .  When th e  E n g lis h  came to  
F lo r id a  in  176p th e y  found one house w ith  th e  d a te  I 57 1  upon i t .  From th e  t r a d i t io n  connected 
w ith th e  O ld e s t House th a t  i t  was a h e rm ita g e  and chape l used by t j io  F ra n c is c a n s  u n t i l  th e y  
moved in t o  th e  la rg e  conven t I  b e lie v e  The O ld e s t House was La Soedad and t h a t  i s  what I  am 
t r y in g  to  t r a c e  back. The stone  was p u t i n  between 1596 and 1605. I t  »vas n o t u n t i l  169 0  a f te r  
th e  p re s e n t Fortw as c o m p le te d ,th a t th e  re s id e n ts  were a llo w e d  to  use s tone  f o r  b u i ld in g  we 
have th e  g o v e rn o is  l e t t e r s  d e s c r ib in g  how he. r e b u i l t  th e  o f f i c i a l  houses w ith  s t o n e , f i r s t  
f l o o r  s to n e  to  save th e  r e s t  o f  th e  b u i ld in g s .  In  th e  J o u rn a l o r Jona than  D ickenson  th e  
G ove rnor t o l l s  how poor th e y  w ere ,no  s h ip s  f o r  th re e  y e a rs  w ith  s u p p lie s  and I  am p o s i t iv e  
t h a t  th e  s tone  ru in s  a t  New Smyrna and S t.M a ry 's  were b u i l t  by th e  E n g lis h ,a n d  a re  n o t 
o ld  C a th o lic  M is s io n s . The o ld  p a r t  o f  th e  S ta te  A rs e n a l on C h a r le o t te  S t .  i s  a p a r t  o f  th e  
o ld  F ra n c is c a n  M is s io n  o f  S t.H e le n a  as shown on the. o ld*m aps 176? and I 7 6 6 . l t  was burned over


