
H O AD  B U ILD E R S

Sand C lay  road builders would build many miles!
So would G rave l road builders!
B u t so would B roke n  S tone road builders!
And likew ise A s p h a lt road builders!
W hile T a r  road builders would get th e ir share!
And B itu m in o u s  road builders likewise theirs!
W ith  B i t u l i t l i i c  road builders in  the running!
C on cre te  road builders m ight beat them all!
I f  i t  were no t fo r B r ic k  road builders getting some!
And S ton e  B lo ck  road builders w hat they can!
But then W ood B lo ck  road builders would claim  a share! 
W hile the O il road builders would take a ll the rest!
And fina lly, fo r every m ile of N ationa l Highways bu ilt, there 

would spring up ten miles o f State, C ounty, and Town 
roads th a t can not and w ill no t otherwise be bu ilt.

N A T IO N A L  H IG H W A Y S  
A S S O C IA TIO N

B ut after all, the road users, one Jmndred millions of jfcem.
T h e  People o f th e  U n ite d  Stp tes, a rc  d e m an d ing

N A T IO N A L  H IG H W A Y S  AN D  ,GOOD H O A D S 'k v E R Y -  
w i i e r i ^ *  ] ; -  "  J

which w ill "  bind the States together I n  a common brotlmr- 
hood, and thus perpetuate am i present^;' 
the U n io n ." To th is  end is pledged the •» 

N a tio n a l H igh w a ys  A sso c ia tio n  
A  membership corporation which exists to  favor, foster, and 

fu rthe r the development of N A T IO N A L  H IG H W A Y S  and 
GOOD ROADS E V E R Y W H E R E  in  the length  and breadth 
of these U nited  States of America, and to  secure the benefits 
—  social, m oral, commercial, industria l, m ateria l, educa
tional, and personal —- in  the progress and u p lif t o f  th e  Am er
ican people which fo llow  in  the tra in  of easy intercom m unica
tion and tran s it between the great centers o f popu lation and 
d is tr ibu tion  and the great rura l productive areas o f the

N A T IO N A L  HIG HW AYS vs. PAN AM A C A N A L
Y o u  o w n  th e  second. Do you  w a n t to  o w n  th e  f irs t?  T h e y  cos t th e  sam e. I Io w  m a n y  pe op le  docs th e  second serve? T h e  f ir s t  w i l l  serve 99 pe r ce n t o f 

o u r  pe o p le ! T h is  in c lu d e s  9S.3 p e r c e n t o f  o u r  r u r a l  (c o u n try )  p o p u la tio n

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND MILES OF NATIONAL HIGHWAYS PROPOSED BY THE NATIONAL HIGHWAYS ASSOCIATION
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UNITED STATES 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND MILES 
N A T IO N A L H IG H W A Y S

<NATIONAL HIGHWAYS ASSOCIATIONRATIONAL HIGHWAYS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL PARKS TRANSCONTINENTAL HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION 

PIKES PEAK OCEAN TO OCEAN HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION 
SOUTHERN NATIONAL HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL OLD TRAILS ROAD ASSOCIATION 
PACIFIC HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION 

MIDLAND TRAIL ASSOCIATION *
INYO GOOD ROAD CLUB

F O U R F O L D  S Y S T E M  O F  H I G H W A Y S
NATIONAL HIGHW AYS— STATE HIGHWAYS — COUNTY ROADS— TOWNSHIP OR TOWN ROADS

FACTS IN THE HISTORY OF ROAD BUILDING
T o w n  o r Good roads were first b u ilt  by the more active and prosperous I
T o w n sh ip  Roads towns or townships. The larger centers o f population grew w ith in  | 

th e ir lim its . T h is  attracted the road tra llic  o f adjacent communi
ties. Such traffic  did no t help bu ild  o r m aintain the roads i t  p a rtly  destroyed.
C o u n ty  A id  This destruction resulted in  a demand fo r county appropriations fo r 

road bu ilding. The moneys were firs t d istribu ted among the towns or 
townships on some agreed plan, and were spent by  them, or under the jo in t au thority  j 
o f county officials. Under these conditions most o f such moneys went in to  politics, and \ 
not in to  roads, and there was no u n ifo rm ity  in construction or care.
C o u n ty  R oads As a resu lt o f th is  w ork, there was a reaction in favor of C ounty j 

Roads b u ilt and maintained by  the county officials. Then, and only ! 
then, did the bu lk  of such appropriations get in to  roads, and there was a beginning of 
efficiency and un ifo rm ity .
S ta te  A id  But h istory repeated itse lf as between the counties. The more active 

and prosperous b u ilt  and maintained good roads. These wore again de
stroyed by the traffic  from  adjacent counties. Th is  traffic  d id not help build or care 
fo r  the roads i t  destroyed. There followed a State-wide demand fo r State appropriations 
toward road building. Again histo ry repeated itse lf in  the form  of State A id  to the 
counties and towns, to  he spent by them, or under jo in t au thority  of the State officials. 
And again most o f such moneys went in to  politics, and not in to  roads, and lack of 
efficiency and un ifo rm ity  persisted.
S ta te  H igh w a ys  As a result o f th is waste, h isto ry once more repeated itse lf and j 

there was a demand fo r State Highways b u ilt and maintained by 
the State under its  H ighway Commission. Efficiency and u n ifo rm ity  were the result 
and the moneys went in to  roads.

S ta te  H igh w a ys  In  those States w hich now have the best road systems we find . 
C o u n ty  Ronds as the resu lt o f the above experience, a threefold system, each under 
T o w n  Roads the exclusive ju risd ic tion  o f its  properly constitu ted au thorities.

Th is  has produced the largest mileage o f good roads fo r the least 
expenditure. I t  has brought efficiency and u n ifo rm ity  ou t of chaos, and the money has 
gone in to  roads.

N a tio n a l H igh w a ys  The advocates of N ationa l Highways therefore claim tha t 
S ta te  H igh w a ys  such a system, b u ilt  and m aintained by  the N ationa l Govern- 
C o u n ty  Ronds meat, is the on ly sane and logical course to  pursue. T he y claim
T o w n  Roads th a t th is  would result in  a fourfo ld system, each under the. ex

clusive ju r isd ic tion  o f its  properly constitu ted authorities. They 
fu rthe r claim  th a t not the least advantage to  be thus gained would be th a t:

N A T IO N A L  H IG H W A Y S  would act as State, C ounty, and Tow n Highways w ith in  
the localities through which they passed. Therefore, ju s t so many less roads need be 
b u ilt and maintained by such communities. As a result, there would he more moneys 
available fo r the bu ild ing  of State. C ounty, and Tow n Roads.

S T A T E  H IG H W A Y S  would likewise act as C ounty and Tow n H ighways in  the 
local communities through which they passed. The results and benefits derived from 
National Highways would thus be accentuated, and s till more moneys would be ava il
able fo r the bu ild ing of C ounty and Tow n Roads.

C O U N TY  ROADS would s im ila rly  act as T ow n Highways, thus again taking a 
burden from  the shoulders of the towns th rough w hich they passed; and. fina lly.

T O W N S H IP  OR T O W N  ROADS would be confined to those en tire ly  w ith in  th e ir 
borders and yet they would have as many other roads fo r local use as there were N a
tional. State, and C ounty H ighways w ith in  the ir lim its , b u ilt w ithout expense to  the


