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From th e  o ld  S p a n ish  c i t y  o f  S a in t  A u g u s tin s  on th e  A t la n t i c  C oast t o  th e  o ld
Spaniel?, c i t y  o f  San D iego  on th e  P a c i f ic  C oast th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  th re a d s  i t s  
s/ay t h r u  o ld  S p a n ish  c i t i e s  a c ro s s  th e  c o n t in e n t..  I n  th e  £ a ,- t~ ih e  lu r e  o f  th e  
•1 'vlf o f  M e x ico . I n  th e  W e s t-th e  M exican B o rd e r la n d s , and th e  h ighw ays down in t o  
t h a t  in v .e re s t in g  c o u n t ry  o f  S p a n ish  and M exican  ach ievem en t and o f  leg e n ds  and 
r e l i c s  o f  A n tec ra c e s ,

I I

SPANISH MISSION AND ADMINISTRATIVE PORKS In  th e  p re s e n t U n ite d  S ta te s ,  S pan ish  
m is s io n  and a d m in is t r a t iv e  w orks -were sp read  fro m  F lo r i.d a  t o  C a l i f o r n ia *  The 
e a r l i e s t  w ere  i n  F lo rid a .;. G e o rg ia  and Souoh C a ro lin a ;  th o  l a t e s t ,  i n  C a l i f o r n ia ,
The m is s io n  e s ta b lis h m e n ts . as a r u le ,  embraced c a th e d ra l- - lim e  churches o f  s to n e , 
cement o r  o th e r  e n d u r in g  m a te r ia l ,  w i t h  v o c a t io n a l  b u i ld in g s 3 l iv e s to c k  ranches end 
i r r ig a t e d  fa rm s . They became havens o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  and c e n te rs  o f  c u l t u r e  i n  a 
p r im i t i v e  and s tra n g e  w o r ld *  Oft,an th e  m is s io n s  w ere  th e  f r o n t i e r  posts.; th e  
padres b ra v in g  th e  f r o n tp e r  d a n g e rs , and auan m a rty rd om  i f  i t  came, and o f te n  i t  d id  
conoo The f i v e  m is s io n s  a t  Son .A n to n io , T exas, reached  th e  h ig h e s t  degrees o f  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  re f in e m e n ts  and m a je s ty *  In  th e  Tucson---N ogales c o u n t ry  o f  A r iz o n a  
and w e s te rn  M exico  a n o th e r g roup  o f  n o b le  b u i ld in g s  and communal e n te r p r is e s  sp rea d  
o v e r th o s e  v a l le y s  and d e s e rts ,. They w ere  a ls o  sp re a d  o v e r Now M e x ic o . . . , . a n d  t h r u  
th e  E l  Paso V a l l e y , o a n d  i n  S ou th  and E a s t T e x a s .. . . . and i n  C a l i f o r n ia  fro m  San 
D iego t o  Sonoma, 600 m i.  n o r th .

I I I

FRENCH AND SPANISH WORKS IN  OLD LOUISIANA. O ld L o u is ia n a  was F ronoh  t e r r i t o r y  
a f t e r  169.9, w i t h  B i l o x i ,  M o b ile  and New O rleans th e  f i r s t  s e t t le m e n ts .  F rench  l i f e  
and t r a d i t io n s  a ro  swrong t h r u  th e re  and w es tw a rd  i n  L o u is ia n a , and up th e  
M is s is s ip p i ,  th e  Red- th e  M o b ile  and o th e r  r i v e r s .  S p a in  ru le d  O ld L o u is ia n a  from. 
1769 t o  1900 and in t e r e s t in g  o ld . S p a n ish  w orks  a re  i n  th e  o ld  F rench  Q u a rte r (N ie u x  
C a rro ) i n  New O rle a n s . C re o le s  arc- th e  descendan ts  o f  F ro n oh -S p a n ish  u n io n s ; many 
fa m i l ie s  t r a c in g  t h e i r  a n c e s t ry  bo th o  n o b i l i t y  o f  b o th  e m p ire s .

V e s t on th e  h ighw ay  and on th o  s to r ie d  Bayou Teohe, .140 m i. fro m  New O rle a n s , i s  
New I b e r ia ,  s e t t le d  b y  S p a n ia rd s  fro m  th e  C anary Is la n d s .  New I b e r ia  moans New 
S p a in ; S p a n ia rd s  w ere  Ib e r ia n s  a n c ie n t ly .  Today t h a t  i s  th e  h e a r t  o f  the..'Evange
l i n e  C o u n try  im m o r ta l is e d  by L o n g f e l l o w . t h o  a l l u r in g  T o o h c C o u n t r y . . . . . th e  la n d  
o f  th o  F re n c h -A c a d ia n s . N o r th  6 m i. i s  S t .  M a r t i r . v i l i e ,  homo c f  E v a n g e lin e .

IV

THREE CENTURIES OF SPANISH POKER, PROGRESS AND DECLINE S p a n ish  conquests  and 
c o lo n is a t io n ,  w ere  w e l l  e s ta b lis h e d  th e  f i r s t ,  h a l f  c e n tu ry  f o l lo w in g  th e  d is c o v e ry  
o f  Amorio?.,; i n  t h a t  e a r l y  p e r io d  v a s t  t e r r i t o r y  was b ro u g h t u nd e r th e  S p a n ish  f l a g .  
The S p a n ish  E ra  c o n t in u e d  f o r  tlir -o o  c e n tu r ie s  b e fo re  th e  w ars f o r  independence 
d e s tro y e d  S p a in ’ s New Vo.via  e m p ire  i n  N o r th ,  C e n tra l and S ou th  Am ericas S p a in  be
gan w i t h  conquests  and ca rnage  and ro se  t o  th o  c r e a t io n  c f  th e  n o b le s t  w orks in  
h is t o r y  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  s u b je c t  ra c e s . Whan S p a n ish  power ended, In d ia n s  and 
w h ite  va n d a ls  d e s tro y e d  many m is s io n s  and t h e i r  p r o p e r t ie s :  o th e rs  s ta n d  i n  m a je s ti 
r u in s  w i t h  t h e i r  m c v v e lin g  s t o r y  f o r  m ode rn -day t r a v e le r s ;  o th e rs  a ro  s t i l l  i n  s a r 
v ic e  and t h e i r  i r r i g a t i n g  system s s t i l l  s e rv o  ;aankind as th e y  have f o r  c e n tu r ie s  0 c - 
a l l  e lo q u e n t h e r ita g e s  c f  th e  S p a n ish  c o n q u e r in g  s p i r i t .

V

TWO CENTURIES SPANNING THE CONTINENT More th a n  tw o  c e n tu r ie s  passe-d b e fo re  tv  
f i r s t  f a i n t  t r a i l  ooonectud  S a in t  A u g u s t in e , F lo r id a  w i t h  San D ie g o , C a l i f o r n ia .
S p a in  fo unded  San A g u r t in  i n  1565 and San D iego  do A lc a ld ' in  176.9-----and th e y  were
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  c o lo n is a t io n  in  F lo r id a  and in  C a l i f o r n ia ,  a span o f  204 y e a rs  l i 
th e  s e tt le m e n t on th e  A t la n t i c  t o  th e  s e tt le m e n t or. th e  P a c i f ic .  D u r in g  th o s e  
y e a rs  many s e tt le m e n ts  w ero  mode in  t h i s  s o u th e rn  b o ra o r la n d  c o u n t r y  and t r a i l s  
g r a r tu a i ly  d e ve lo pe d  fro m  cne se -ttle m o n t t o  a n o th e r . Tho modern O ld S pan ish  T r a i l  
f o l lo w s ,  as n e a r ly  as a modern h ighw ay ca n , th o s e  p r im i t i v e  p io n o e r  t r a i l s *

THE EARLY The e a r ly  s e tt le m e n ts  a lo n g  th e  h ighw ay  and t h e i r  d a te
;  . . '  1565...........ia n ta  - a r ia  de G a lvez de P e n sa co la , 1559 and 1 6 9 8 .. .
c a in t  L o u is  do la  m o b ile ,  1702 and 1711..........B i l o x i ,  1699.. . . .H o ove H e  O rleans
......................  Ib “ “ - 1778........... * »  d .  B . „ r ;     S o o o rro 'a n d


