
l o u is ia n a -t e x a s  s t a t e  l in e
S a b in e  R iver .

The new bridge 3 mi. long was completed November, 
1907 Tile cost ?1,000,000, was shared by the Orange and 
the Lake diaries districts, the states of Louisiana and 
T e x a s  and Federal Aid funds. Many years spent strug- 
alinc with the financial difficulties; then when the con
tractors began, floods and marshes, alligators and pests, 
sink holes and discouragements, had to be conquered. But 
this is the storv of most of the Old Spanish Trail construc
tion costs that'were an acid test of faith, engineering that 
knew no defeat, builders equal to every demand.

TEXAS—931 MILES 

EAST TEXAS
O range to  San A n to n io , 320 m ile s

Road Conditions
E n st T e x a s  w ill  be  n e a r ly  n i l p a v e d  b y  su m m e r  o f  1029.

Description of Country 
E a s t  T e x a s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r ic h e s t  s e c t io n s  o n  t h e  O ld  S p a n ish

............................................ - - - - -  - v  d e v e lo p in g  in d u s tr ia l  a n d
fin a n c ia l le a d e rsh ip  nnd_ g r o w in g  fn st  H o u s to n  a . h i p  c = .
T r a il. B eau m on t an d  H o u sto n

ivith G a lveston  nt th e  e n tra n ce , c a r r ie s  e x p o r ts  o f  17 r a ilr o a d s .
In  th e  S ab in e  D is t r ic t  a r c  th e  P o r t s  o f  B e a u m o n t a n d  

O ran ge , Port. A rth u r  an d  P o rt  N c e h c s , s e r v in g  s o u th e a s t  T e x a s  
and  c o n tig u o u s  s tn te s  nnd th e m se lv e s  h a r b o r in g  b ig  In d u str ia l  
p la n ts  nnd e x p a n d in g  r a p id ly .

T h is  S ab in e  D is tr ic t  is  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g  o il p r o d u c in g , r e f in 
in g , m a n u fa c tu r in g , d is tr ib u t in g  a n d  e x p o r t in g  c e n te r s  o f  th e  
II. S . B e a u m o n t Is a lso  th e  c o m m er c ia l c en te r  o f  a  r ich  a g r i 
c u ltu r a l an d  lu m b er  r e g io n . F a r m  p r o d u c ts  o f  la r g o  acre a g o  
are su g n r  can e , f ig s ,  c o rn , c o tto n , p e n n u ts , r ic e , s a t s u m a  o r a n g e s ,  
tru ck , g o a ts ,  sh ee p , c a tt le  an d  p o u ltr y .

T c x n s  is  la r g e . O n e-th ir d  o f  th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a il i s  in  
T e x a s . T r a v e ler s , s e e in g  so  m u c h  u n s e tt le d  c o u n tr y , g e t  m is 
tak en  id e a s . T e x a s  lia s  p roven  i t s  a g r ic u lt u r a l  f e r t i l i t y ,  y e t  Its  
v a s t  ar ea  is  d e v e lo p e d  o n ly  in  s p o ts .  In  S o u th  a n d  E a s t  T extw  
th e se  a rea s o ffe r  u n u s u a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  t h e  lio m e see k e r  an d  
h om e sec k c rs are  c o m in g  In la r g e  n u m b e r s . H y d r o -e le c tr ic  p o w e r  
lin e s ,  o il p ip e  lin e s  nn d  n a tu rn l g a s  l in e s  t o ta l  t e n s  o f  t*10®" 
Hands o f  m ile s  n n d  n e w  lin e s  b e in g  c o n t in u a lly  c o n s tr u c te d . 
N ew  h o te ls  a lo n g  th e  O ld S p a n ish  T r n ll j u s t  b u i l t  o r  n o w  b u ild -  

. in g  to ta l  over  $30,000,000 In T e x a s  a lo n e .
W e st  o f  H o u sto n , to  San A n to n io , t h e  r o i l in g  h i l l s  b e g in . 

T h is  c o u n tr y  is  c lo se ly  farm ed , f e r t i le ,  p r o sp e r o u s  a n d  p r e tty .  
T h e  d r in k in g  w a te r  g e n e r a lly  is  g o o d .

Old History
T h e  b a tt le fie ld  o f  San J a c in to  i s  e a s t  o f  H o u s to n . T h ere  

G en. Sam  H o u sto n  an d  Ills  b a n d  o f  T e x a s  p a t r io t s  d e s tr o y e d  
th e  a rm y  o f  S a n ta  A n a  a n d  w o n  T e x a s  fr e e d o m  fr o m  M ex ic o , 
A p r il 21, 1836. T h e  f ir s t  a t te m p t  to  d isa r m  t h e  p a tr io t s  w a s  a t  
G on za les, n o w  k n o w n  n s t h e  “ JLexIngton o f  T e x a s ,”  O c to b er  2, 
1835. T h en  enm e th e  f a l l  o f  th e  A la m o , M a rc h  C, 183G. a n d  tho  
p u r s u it  o f  .Sam H o u sto n ’s l i t t le  a r m y  b y  S a n ta  A n a  a c r o s s  
T e x a s  to  th e  b a n k s o f  th e  S an  J a c in to  R iv e r  w h e r e  t h e  r u g g e d  
T e x a n s  sw e p t  th r u  th e  M ex ic a n s  a n d  w o n  t i l l s  la n d  fo r  A m e n -'

*0RANGE. Deep-water port and municipal (locks. 
Large lumber interests of the Sabine River. Creosoting, 
pine paper pulp, and iron works. Important oil fields near. 
NEW HOLLAND HOTEL, good. Inf.—Chamber of Com
merce.

NECHES RIVER. Long bridge and approaches involved 
many construction problems.

*BEAUi\IONT. Deep-water port and industrial city, 
center of a dozen oil fields, big refineries, shipyards, steel 
and tank car and other manufacturing; commercial center 
of the vast East Texas truck, fruit and farming areas and 
of the Louisinna-Texas rice growing region, the largest in 
the world. Living conditions are reflected by the fact 
Beaumont shows the lowest death rate of any city in Texas. 

Beaumont and the Sabine district have grown with the

automobile; the cars and people of a million roads are 
moving by the mysterious power generated here. Spindle 
Top, in sight of Beaumont’s skyscrapers, was the first and 
most famous gusher field in America; it produced 50,000,- 
000 bhls. and was thought exhausted. Then the Yount- 
Lee Company in 1025 brought in a 5,000 bhl. well on lower 
levels and Beaumont lived anew the excitement of the 
pioneer days. 100,000,000 bhls. are claimed as Spindle 
Top’s record. Networks of pipes lie under this land. 
Thousands of producing wells feed the refineries—from 
Spindle Top’s prodigal flow and from the countless fields 
of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas and Louisiana. At 
Beaumont is the Magnolia refinery and near are other 
Magnolia plants. At Port Arthur, 22 mi. southeast of 
Beaumont is the Gulf refinery embracing 3,GOO A.—largest 
in Texas, and also the chief refinery of the Texas Company, 
and at Texas Island is the big plant where the cans are 
made and the Texaco products manufactured and shipped; 
at Port Neelies their asphalt plant. The Pure Oil Co., 
Humble, Atlantic, Yount-Lee, Prairie and others add to the 
net work of oil industries in this district. An annual pay
roll of $50,000,000 is claimed from the oil companies. The 
automobile was a toy when oil was discovered. Gasoline 
had no market and was dumped into the sea. Today the 
products from this district go out to the world over the 
seven seas. Today the automobile is king and the Sabine 
district is the king’s market place.

HOTELS—HOTEL BEAUMONT is modern, well equip
ped and popular with all classes. LA SALLE HOTEL is 
new, well equipped and well lilted. CROSBY HOTEL (J. 
A. Sparkman) is one of the older houses but well kept; 
73 rms. have private bath; running water in others, fans, 
phones, cafe, storage yard. $1.00 up without bath; $2.00 
up with bath.

CAMPS—BEAUMONT TOURIST PARK, 3038 Magnolia 
Avc., nice locality, well equipped, city natatorium near. 
Cabins $1.25 daily; $6.00 weekly. Camp space 50c.

MCDONALD’S and BURGE’S storage anil service 
garages near the hotels; both well liked.

INF.—Automobile Association (AAA) at Hotel Beau
mont.

’•'LIBERTY. One of the old settlements of Texas and 
center of fertile farming country. Several big oil fields. 
Rice, cotton and cattle. The CENTRAL, a dean country 
hotel, fills early Inf. and service Jackson’s Filling Sta. 
opp. flic railroad station; also his tourist camp one-half 
mile east, bolli on the OST. Camp grounds arc free. 
Cabins are 75c. New and clean.

TRINITY RIVER. Another of the big flood rivers 
draining into tlie gulf.

DAYTON. Cotton, rice, cattle and oil fields. Develop
ing into a busy little town. Lodging. Camp space.

CROSBY. Cotton and general farming. Lodging. Free 
camp, good shade.

SAN JACINTO RIVER. Private camps. Camp sites by 
the river.

’HOUSTON. Deep-water sea channel; greatest port 
and one of the important failroad centers of the South
west; oil and cotton exporting and products manufactur
ing; one of the rich and fast growing cities of Texas. East 
25 mi. is San Jacinto Battlefield where Gen. Sam Houston 
and the Texas patriots defeated Santa Ana and won Texas 
freedom in 1S30. Big sulphur mines to the south. Galves
ton a t the gulf. Rice Institute is passed on South Main 
St., n fine and distinctive college; a drive about the spacious 
campus will repay.

23


