TEXANS PRAISE
SPANISH TRAIL

Members of Motorcade Back
in Houston See Great
Future For Route.

he OId Spanish Trail is Ameri-
ca's best transcontinental highway
and will be so recognized when cef-
tain weak spots in "West Texas arc

ironed out. Texans who participated
in the San Diego.. Cal. to St. Augus-
tine. - Fla, ~motorcade declared on

reaching Houston Wednesday . after-
noon on their homeward ~ journey
from the Florlda c|¥

Leaders of the Texas delegation
hegan here a scries_ of conferences
which the hope will result in
ovement of sections of the
rall wes ?f San_Antonio.
ose of the conference:
Hartal res of San Autonio-, maw
Tgln? dlrector of sthe O
rail_gssociation, said, "is to find a
étween the state

basls 0 CO operation
% e artment and West, Texas
he clearlng u[u
sectrons of the frai
ing in West Texas. We hope
early meeting of state hi hway
eials and West Texas Ieaders at WhICh
every question and problem involved
can ‘be gone into and a speed; solu-
tion foudr
He added that this meeting . prob-
ably will take place at some poj. t i
West  Texas. More definite plans
will await a discussion of the situa-
tion with Chairman R. S. Sterling of
the highway commission
Mr. ~ Ayrés.  Colonel H. M. Dich-
manu, president of the San Antonio
Automobilo club and a director of the

American  Automobile  association;
mdge W. 0. Hu?lgms of Houston,

F. of San Antonio,
national director of the beautifica-

tion_ department of the Old Spamsh
Trail association, and Mrs. ~ Alex

Adams of San Antonio, assistant di-
rector, participated in the conference
held here at p. in. Wednesday.

The Texas members of the motor-
cade. numbering nearly a score reach
ed Houston in their bus at 3 p

Wednesday. The were escorted
from Crosby by a welcoming party
from Housfon, “including Col. = ke
Asbburn, general manager of the
Cham er of Commerce; Mrs, Clin-
ton Murray, East Texas drrector of
the. beauti

fication department of the
trail _association, an trI]\/Ir F. W
e

S.
Armstrong,  Most of motorcade

members “live in San Anton they
planned to start the last la of their
Journey of more than 2000 miles at

ay,  after spendin
eNednesday nlgﬁt yln I-?ous ton. s 9
Plan Return Trip.

One result of the trip at St. Angus-
unc is e a return motorcade i
October to orm a h u ustine an
trave the trall throu aco a

bile, New Orleans. ous on and
10 to San |e,? Florid:
?ountles on the trail are orqamzm

es, al t 100 ea S erI ar-
ti |rat n P

0 t||| S were lemon: rated
the t‘”p to %q dn ” ?VI

Mo-1
San
a

nJ ht "One was at a fleet ofe |¥

cli sweer? a]cro e contlnent on the

Old Spanish Trail, making stops or
€ like, aver-

day and Teach St oAU

gustlnc with the cars in essentiall

trail we must keep the whole route in
first_class_condition.

tlie people of the nation have just be-
gun to realize it. It is the only trans-

continental route open all the year.
“To at this trip “accom-
1 may saéy that when we
Vaveled toward Augustine, the
geope wc met were interested in us.
i our return trip, the people were
interested in the highway. they had
realized that they were on an Ocean-
to-oeean route, open nil the way, con-
necting the nation’s greatest” play-
grounds, os well as some of its most

interesting _historic spots,

Members of the moforcade attend-
ed a three days’ festival at St. Augus-

Pllshed

tine in connection with tlie de ica-
tion of a_monument markin 8
inning of the trail. The alrforma

ele jafion issued_an invitation, backed
the mayor of San Diego, the Au-
tomobile cftlb_of Southern” California
and other officials and organizations,
for a return hiotorcndc from St. Au-
ustine to San Djego and. received en-
usiastic _acceptances from promi-
nent Floridians.
Oh]ects of Trip..

“The return motorcade in October
erI have two Igrrncrpal objects,” said
Colonel H ichnlinn of the' Texas
delegation.  “One” of these will be to
e mlnds of northern people, at
a time when they are planning their
winter trips, on the country traversed
by the Old Spanish Trail. ~ The other
will be continued. development of the
inter-communitv friendship along the
highway so wondcrfullv manifested on
the first motorcade. e big purpose
Is to tic together Callfornra Texas
Florida and ~the, Y between
ns the big wmter playground

"The ‘distance from New York to
San Diego by way of Mobile and
Houston is-now buf 160 miles greater
than tho distance between those cities
by way of Memphis and Dallas, and
the roads and climatic conditions on
the Mobilc-Houston route arc-so much
better that the driving time is actur
ally Iess than over the Memphis-Dal-
Ins’ route. #

Will Turn Southward.

“Once the people of the north real-
ize that they can be playing golf in
the sunshine” their second” day out of

Washington and then enjoy™ outdoor
sports nil winter long from Florida

California, thousands who now
spend their, Wlnters at home will turn
southward.”

Paving along the trail has been
completed or arranged for from St.

Augustine to west of San Antonio,
except in one county in Mississi
/md one_county in~ Alabama, r.
Ayres said.

‘That means,” he remarked, “that
|m rovement of the Old Spanish Trail

grven Houston a paved highway to

-NeW
vered 2713 Miles.

Cal Irfornra delegation, travers-
|ng the whole length of the trail from
San_Diego to St. Augustme motored
2743 “miles in 11 da s The Texas
delegation began its at San An-
tonlo travelln above 200 miles to
the_Florida

The trip from St. Augustlne
Houston—1025_ miles—was
five and a_half day:
-of stops._ The travel

-gustive Friday morning,

ag/ in New "Orleans an
eral_other shorter halts. At Bcau-
.moiit Wednesday morning, (hey were
iven breakfast “by Beaumont,ﬁ)eé)ple
t Liberty ere entertained” at
lunch. =~ Libert n, ady o
g[anlzed for beautlflcatlon of the tra||
hrough leert%f1 county, discussed
W|th men of the motorcade the trip

to St. Aug
rty Reachlng Houston.

The parry reachmg Houston includ-
ed, besides” Mr. Ayres, Colonel Dich-
manu, Mrs. Sorell’ and Mrs. Adams,
Mrs. 3. L. Brown and Mrs. Il. A
Moss both of Sau Antonio, nationai
dlrectors of beautification work on the

Miss Vrrglrma Edgecombe, man-
ager of the trail association's touring
department; Mrs. Ida Brosch, assist-
an secretary of the assocratron Mrs.
W. D. Hundley, W. G. Mas-
terson, Mrs Rose Lee Loring, Mrs.
H. S." Affleck and Miss Marie Call-
sen, all of San Antonio, and Mrs.
Annie J. Smith of Houston.

(At a reception at the Warwick, be-
?lnnlng Wednesday at 8:30 p. in,

aders of Houston organizations in-
terested in the Old Spanish Trail
heard the returned tourists tell of
their trip aud discussed with them the
improvement and beautifyi |n? of the
trail. Among those partlmR/‘it in Were
Mrs.  Murray, cyde,
ENe5|dent of the Clty Federation  of

omen s clubs; Mrs. 0. Huggins,

rest R/Iet\hc?ark/??'\%r anM M Fet

Teas""5” ~ doiles nnd Edward

b

1

the i

.condition in which they left the |

ac| ic coast.

“The other thmg shown by the trip

that thF clqta/ weakness of the trail
noyv unsqlved or not in_tho process of

tion lies in our own sta of
un ntonlo Wc have roads there
R arc th er—and
there 5 wet weather there sometrmes
It was éhe only region in which the
motorca thrown  behind

schedule.
CnlitM Best Route.
“Tf we arc to draw the great volume
of travel which should pass over the



