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OPPOSES BILL
TO BRIDGE THE 
ESCAMBIA RIVER

(B y  C L A U D  F .  JO H N S O N .)
T a llah asse e. A p r i l  16.—(S pe c ia l.)—T h e re  

h a s  been m o re  o r  less c r it ic is m  o f  H o n . 
A m o s  E . L e w is , re p re s e n ta t iv e  fro m  
Jackso n , fo r  h is  o p po s ition  to  th e  lo c a l 
b i l l  th a t  th e  m em be rs  fro m  S a n ta  R osa  
a n d  E sca m b ia  co u n tie s  w a n t passed 
w h ic h  w i l l  p e rm it  c itize n s  o f  these tw o  
cou n tie s  to  o rg a n ize  a  c o rp o ra tio n  fo r  
th e  pu rpose o f c o n s tru c t in g  a  b r id g e  
across E s c a m b ia  r iv e r  co n e c tln g  th e  tw o  
counties .

T h e  r iv e r  w h e re  th e  proposed b r ld g o  
w i l l  cross is  se ve ra l m ile s  w ide . In  
p la in in g  h is  p o s itio n , M r .  L e w is  sa id :

' ‘T h is  b i l l  w a s  u p  as a  lo c a l m easure, 
b u t I  th in k  i t  is  one a f fe c t in g  th e  w h o le  
s ta te , and i f  a l l  cou n tie s  to o k  th e  sam e 
p o s itio n  th e  b r id g e  to lls  f ro m  P ensaco la  
to  J a ckso n v lle  w o u ld  a m o u n t to  a  h u n 
d re d d o lla rs . Jackso n  a n d  Gadsden coun
tie s  a re  g o in g  to  b u ild  a  fre e  b rid g e  
across th e  A p a la c h ic o la  r iv e r . W e  g o t 
pe rm iss ion  f ro m  th is  le g is la tu re  to  do i t ,  
and I  ta k e  th e  p o s itio n  th a t  a l l  b r idg es  
a lo n g  th e  m a in  th o ro u g h fa re s  sh o u ld  be 
fre e  to  th e  pu b lic .

th e  fe de ra l road a id  b i l l  o f  1916. p ro v id es  
th a t  no fu n d s  w i l l  be g ive n  w he n  to ll  
bridg es  con ec t th e  h ig h w a y s . I  d o n 't 
be lieve  th e  peop le o f  S anta  R osa  and  
E sca m b ia  cou n tie s  w o u ld  w a n t a  to ll  
brid g e  i f  th e y  cou ld n o t p a r t ic ip a te  in  
th e  fe d ra l a id  m on ey  fo r  good roads.

b r id g e  os a to l l  one. th e re  is no  in ce n tive  
fo r  Jackso n  and Gadsden to  op e ra te  a


