
M inutes of th e  F i r s t  Women’s P a r l ia m e n t on 

Highway B e a u t i f ic a t io n ,

New O rle a n s , T uesday , March 23 , 1923„

M rs, A. F . Btorm, p r e s id in g ,
M rs. F , C. Kolman, S e c re ta ry .

M orning S e ss io n ,

The f i r s t  Women's P a rlia m e n t on Highway B o a u tifm e n tio n  e v e r  h e ld  
in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s ,  was c a l l e d  to  o rd e r  a t  10 A. M. T uesday,
March 2 7 th , 1923, in  th e  G reen Room of th e  Grunewald H o te l , New 
O rle a n s , L a. w ith  M rs. A. F . Storm of Morgan C ity ,  La. G eneral 
D ir e c to r  L o u is ia n a  F e d e ra t io n  o f C lubs, p r e s id in g .  T h is  P a r lia m e n t 
was h e ld  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  6 th  N a tio n a l C onvention  Old S pan ish  
T r a i l .

The in v o c a t io n  was g iv en  by h i s  Greece Arch B ishop Shaw of New O rlean

Mr. I i a r r a l  B. A yres, Managing D ir e c to r ,  Old S pan ish  T r a i l ,  ex tended  
a most c o r d ia l  welcome to  th e  v i s i t o r s ,  and s a id  in  p a r t  t h a t  th e  
women were e s s e n t i a l  in  th e  B e a u t i f i c a t io n  o f th e  Highways and t h a t  
he was p le a se d  to  see  th e  i n t e r e s t  m a n ife s te d  by th e  la d i e s  who 
would b e a u ti fy  th e  S p an ish  T r a i l  a c ro s s  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  from S t. 
A ugustine , F la .  to  San D iego, C a l i f o r n ia .

Mrs. P. J .  F r i e d r ic h s ,  P re s id e n t  of th e  New O rlean s  F e d e ra t io n  of 
C lubs and member o f th e  ".’om en's P a rlia m e n t Committee of arrangem ent 
ex tended  a c o r d ia l  welcome from th e  women of New O rlean s  to  th e  
women who re p re s e n te d  th e  Utv.tes a long  th e  Old Span ish  T r a i l .  M rs. 
F r i e d r ic h s  spoke on th e  work accom plished  by th e  women and th a t  th e  
men must r e a l i z e  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n t  women of ev ery  community shou ld  work 
sh o u ld e r  to  sh o u ld e r  w ith  th e  non, and when th e  men p la n  a n o th e r  con­
v e n tio n  to  remember th a t  women can do m a te r ia l  th in g s  a s  w e ll as 
b e a u t i f u l  th in g s  and cou ld  h e lp  in  t h e i r  problem s of road  beds and 
e n g in e e r in g  work and t h a t  th e  women would prove t h a t  i f  women had 
been w ith  th e  Span ish  T r a i l  movement s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g , much 
would have been g a in e d . T h is  P a rlia m e n t w i l l  go down in  h i s to r y ,  s a id  
M rs. F re d e r ic h s ,  as th e  f i r s t  c a l l e d  in  th e  U. 3 . and t h a t  i t  
convened in  a so u th e rn  c i t y ,  New O rle a n s , \s she ag a in  vo iced  a c o rd ia l 
welcome.

M rs. J e s s e  P . W ilk in son , Chairman of th e  C iv ic  D epartm ent of 
New O rlean s and member of th e  Women's P a rlia m e n t Committee of 
A rrangem ent, gave th e  fo llo w in g  re  o r t  as Chairm an of Me g i  s t  r  a t  io n ;q
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