
Another p ro v is io n  th a t must he made to meet the co n sta n tly  in ­

crea sin g  w eight of t r a f f i c  i s  a bridge o f adequate and known ca p a c ity . 

Many o f the b rid ges which I have noted in  t h i s  S ta te  have been designed  

w ith  a view  o f  cheapness o f f i r s t  c o s t  ra th er  than sa fe ty  and d u r a b il ity .  

A l i g h t  bridge of unknown ca p a city  i s  a con stan t menace to the tr a v e lin g  

p u b lic . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  for  a bridge to  be so much weakened by carrying  

a load g rea ter  than i t s  o r ig in a l ca p a c ity  th a t i t  w i l l ,  Mites? ,o f a i l  

under a load o f co n sid erab ly  l e s s  than i t s  o r ig in a l  c a p a c ity . P lans for  

a l l  highway b r id ges should be prepared by a competent pridge en g in eer , 

and I w ish  to  emphasize r ig h t  here th a t every engineer i s  not a bridge  

en g in eer , any more than every p h y sic ia n  i s  an eye s p e c i a l i s t .  I t  i s  

c e r ta in ly  f a l s e  economy a t  t h i s  time to  d esign  any except the most tem­

porary wooden b r id ges for  a load of l e s s  than tw elve to n s .

FLORIDA’S PART OF THE OLD SPAiJISH TRAIL.

The F lo r id a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e , now in  s e s s io n ,  has passed an Act 

t  a u th o r iz in g  the S ta te  Road Department to  la y  out a system  o f trunk l in e  

highways to be known as S ta te  Roads, a ls o  a system  o f la t e r a ls  to  be 

known as S ta te  Aid Roads. Y/hile the money appropriated  for  the con­

s t r u c t io n  o f th ese  system s i s  ihimited to  the amount n ecessary  to meet 

the F ederal a id ,  c r e a tin g  a jo in t  fund o f approxim ately ^300,000 per 

y ea r , y e t the passage o f t h i s  Act marks smcnrs a new era in  the highway 

developm ent o f  t h i s  S ta te . I t  means the beginn ing  o f  a connected h ig h ­

way system , la id  out w ith  a view  to the development o f th e  S ta te  a s  a 

v/hole, which w i l l  reach every county and connect i t  w ith  the main trunk  

l i n e .

The L e g is la tu r e  has a ls o  passed  an Act p rovid in g  for  a s in g le  

S ta te  l i c e n s e  fe e  ojj a u tom ob iles , which w i l l  crea te  a maintenance fund 

for  the upkeep o f the s e v e r a l roads com prising th ese  system s.
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