
h ist o r ic a l  background op t ie  old s p a r is h  trail

The P ad re s  and th e  Old T r a i l s

D ed ica ted  to  th o s e  h e ro ic  s o u l s ,  th e  e a r ly  F ra n c is c a n  F a th e r s ,  
who w ere th e  p io n e e rs  o f th e  g r e a t  highway th a t  now co n n ec ts  F lo r id a ,  
Mexico and C a l i f o r n i a .  They t o i l e d  a c ro s s  d e s e r ts  and m ountains 
th r u  im m inent and d ead ly  d an g er, h e a r in g  a l o f t  th e  symbol o f  t h e i r  
o rd e r  and in s p i r e d  f e s  "by t h e i r  lo v e , o f m ankind. W hile th e  
e x p lo r a t io n s  o f  th e  oonou is ta d o r e s  flam e on th e  s c r o l l s  o f le g e n d  
and h i s to r y  the  works o f  th e  p ad res  s t i l l  s ta n d  as monuments and 
ru in s  a lo n g  th e  O ld S p an ish  T r a i l  /" w itn e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  and 
in d u s try  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  exam ples o f  t h e i r  h ig h  r e s o lv e .

Lands o f  Romance and P.le hes

The Old S p an ish  T r a i l  w eaves to g e th e r  th e  a n c ie n t  c i t y  o f S t .  
A u g u s tin e , th e  a l l u r i n g  co u n try  o f th e  G u lf o f M exico, th e  la n d s  
o f  th e  S pan ish  S o u th w est, th e  c i t i e s  and towns o f th e  M exican B o rd e r, 
th e  go lden  c o a s t  o f  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a ,  as th e  a l l - y e a r  o u tdoo r 
la n d  f o r  th e  p e o p le ; i t  cane th e  S o u th e rn  B o rd e rla n d s  ns th e  l a s t  
and g r e a t e s t  f r o n t i e r  to  s e t t l e m e n t  and developm ent. The hack - 
ground o f  h is to r y  i s  th e  o ld e s t  and m ost ro m an tic  in  A m erica . I t  
re a c h e s  from  S t .  A u g u s tin e , F lo r id a ,  th r u  P e n sa c o la , M obile and 
Few O rlean s  w ith  t h e i r  c o lo r f u l  S p an ish  and F ren ch  p e r io d s :  tb v u  
th e  o ld  S p an ish  m iss io n  co u n try  o f th e  S ou thw est——San A ntonie  .and 
c e n t r a l  T exas, Cl F aso , Te^as and the Rio Grands V a lle y  to  Sanua 
F e , New M exico; th e n  Tucson and th e  b a n tu  Cruz V a lle y  m iss io n s  
in  A rizona  and M exico, end th e n  th e  m other M s  s i  on o f  C a l i f o r n ia  sfc 
San Diego w here th e  e x p lo r e r s  o f  to d a y  may c o n tin u e  n o rth w ard  to  
Los A ngeles and San F ra n c isc o  and v i s i t  th e  m iss io n s  and  r e l i c s  
t h a t  g l o r i f y  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o as t.

The C onquist a d o r s s

Those were th e  days o f  S p a n ish  S p le n d o r , o f  c a v a l i e r  and conquo> 
o r ,  o f  Columbus, C o rtez  and 'Di z a r r c ,  o f  "once de Loon, B a lboa , de 
S o to  and C oronado, ana o f p r i e s t l y  names whose kingdoms w ere o f  Gold. 
The romance and r ic h e s  o f  Mexico and  P eru  ro u se  1 p r in c e  and p e a s ­
a n t .  The S p a n ia rd s  dreamed o f  g o ld  and g lo r y  find w ith  e x p e d i­
t i o n s  w orth  a k in g ’s ransom  th e y  s t ru g g le d  th ru  ju n g le s ,  d e s e r t s  
and m oun ta ins to  d e s p a i r  and d e a th  w h ile  th e  phantom o f  r i c h e s  
r a i s e d  o th e r s  to  fo llo w ; th e  S p a n ish  c o n q u ests  re a c h e d  n e a r ly  h a l f  
th e  c o n t in e n t .

In  South  A m erica th e y  sough t f o r  th e  la n d  o f th e  G ild ed  C h ie f  
xvhom th e y  c a l l e d  Ml D orado; th e y  s e a rc h e d  f o r  th e  Temple o f th e  
Sun and th e  en ch an ted  C ity  o f  th e  C a e sa rs . In  N o rth  A m erica 
th e y  sea rch ed  th r u  A rizo n a  and Hew M exico f o r  th e  f a b le d  Seven 
C i t i e s  o f  G old , and in  Texas and K ansas f o r  th e  rea lm s o f th e


