
. o p u lo u s  n a t io n  o f  p e o p le , and so e x te n s iv e  th a t  th o se  who g iv e  d e ta i le d  
r e p o r t s  o f  them do no t know where i t  end s . i'h e re fw h o  g iv e  th e  r e p o r t s )  
a re  many, th ro u g h  h a v in g  com m unicated w i t h  th e  p eop le  o f  t h a t  n a t io n ,  
w h ic h  th e y  c a l l  T exas , and w ho, th e y  m a in ta in ,  l i v e  u n d e r an o rg a n iz e d  
gove rnm ent fan n o l i c i a ) ,  co n g re g a te d  in  t h e i r  p u e h lo s , and governed hy 
a ca s iq u a  who is  named hy the  G rea t L o rd , as th e y  c a l l  th e  one who r u le s  
them a l l ,  and who, th e y  sa y , r e s id e s  in  th e  i n t e r i o r ,  They have houses 
made o f  wood, c u l t i v a t e  th e  s o i l ,  p la n t  maize and o th e r c ro p s , w ear 
c lo th e s ,  and p u n is h  m isdem eanors, e s p e c ia l ly  t h e f t .  -The C o a h u ile s  do no t 
g iv e  more d e ta i le d  r e p o r ts  o f  th e  Texas because , th e y  s a y ,  th e y  are  
a llo w e d  to  go o n ly  t o  th e  f i r s t  p u e b los  o f  th e  b o rd e r ,  s in c e  th e  G rea t 
Lo rd  o f  th e  Texas does n o t p e rm it fo r e ig n  n a t io n s  to  e n te r  th e  i n t e r i o r  
o f  h i s  c o u n tr y .  There a re  many o f  th e s e  C o a h u ile s  who g iv e  th e s e  r e p o r t s ,  
and who say th a t  th e y  g o t them  th ro u g h  h a v in g  a id e d  th e  Texas in  t h e i r  
w qrs a g a in s t  th e  P a u i t , a n o th e r  v e ry  w a r l ik e  n a t io n .  The C o a h u ile s  once 
p a c i f ie d ,  th e  S p a n ia rd s  can re a c h  th e  la n d  o f  th e  Texas w ith o u t  to u c h in g  
th e  c o u n try  o f  enem ies.

T h is  a c c o u n t o f  th e  Texas is  o f  s p e c ia l  in t e r e s t  as b e in g  t h ; e a r l i e s t  

e x ta n t ,  so f a r  as i s  known, a lth o u g h , as we have se e n , r e p o r ts  o f ..........

o b je c t iv e  p o in ts  o f  th e  S p a n ia rd s  b o th  o f  Hew M ex ico  and O o a h u ila  was 

th e n c e fo r th  the  Kingdom o f  th e  T exa s .

17 Summary-----By 1676 some advance had been made in to  Texas from  a l l

d i r e c t io n s .  S ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  e x p lo re r s  co n in p  by way o f  th e  G u lf ,  F lo r id a

and flew M exico  had ru n  i t s  c o a s ts  and t r a v e rs e d  i t s  s o u th e rn ,  n o r th e rn .

and w e s te rn  b o rd e rs .  In  the  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e  c o n tin u e d  s e a rc h  f o r

Gran Q u iv ir a  had le d  to  f u r t h e r  e x p lo ra t io n s  in  th e  w e s t and n o r th ;  f r e -

u e n t v i s i t s  to  th e  Juraano c o u n try  had made b e t t e r  known th e  c o u n tr y

between S anta  Fe and th e  m id d le  C o lo ra d o , w h ile  some b e g in n in g s  had been

made o f  m is s io n a ry  w ork  and s e t t le m e n t  in  th e  lii.o  Grande v a l le y  between

21 Paso and th e  mouth o f  th e  Conchos r . i v e r .  In  a d d i t io n  ' o in t e r e s t  in

C u iv ir a ,  the  A ix a d o s , th e  Jumanos, the p e a r ls  o f the flueces  (C o lo ra d o ) ,

and t ra d e  in  p e l t r y  and c a p t iv e s  on th e  p la in s ,  th e re  had a r is e n  a d e s ire

to  re a c h  a n o th e r la n d  re p u te d  t o  be r i c h  b u t  as y e t  u n t r o d ,  th e  G rea t

Kingdom o f  th e  T exas. From th e  s o u th ,  m eanw h ile , the  f r o n t i e r  had s lo w ly

expanded a c ro s s  the  lo w e r  R io  Grande th ro u g h  th e  s e a rc h  fo r  th e  O erro de

la  P la ta ,  p u r s u i t  o f  h o s t i l e  In d ia n s ,  e f f o r t s  to  e s ta b l is h  com m un ica tion

w ith  F lo r id a ,  and m is s io n a ry  work among th e  t r ib e s  o f  t h e  O o a h u ila  f r o n t i e r  
In  th e  p u rs u i t  o f  t h i s  l a s t  o b je c t ,  . in te r e s t  was a ro u s e d , h e re  as in  flew


