
t a c t  in n  w i th  many p e o p le  t h a th  ave l o c a l  d a t a ,  u s in g  l o c a l  n e t’s -
p a p e r s  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  l i b e r a l l y .  I know how to  do i t .  I.Iany 
p e r s o n s  w i l l  be  fo u n d  t h a t  h av e  in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  can be  ch eck ed  
i n  o r  ch eck ed  o u t  by  o u r maps end r e c o r d s  w h ich  we w ould  h av e  
w ith  u s ,  ilany h e l p f u l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c o u ld  be  f o s t e r e d ,  and many 
c o n ta c te d  “ho w ould go to  w ork l o c a l l y ,  o n es p r o p e r ly  d i r e c t e d ,  
and o nce  s u p p l ie d  w ith  su c h  a id s  a s  w ould b e  o f  u s e .  You c o u ld  
f i n d  v a lu e  in  t h a t  t r i p  a l s o ,  T nr: s u r e .

Hut su c h  a t r i p  w i l l  n o t b e  p r o f i t a b l e  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  an  o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  car. f e e l  p r i d e  in  s u p p o r t i n g .  Such 
a  t r i p  is  e s s e n t i a l  in  o r d e r  to  p u t  o v e r to  th e  p u b l ic  a t  l a r g e  
a  p ro p e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h a t  S p a n ish  c e n tu r y  in  T e x a s , and o f  
th e  s p re a d  and c o o r d in a t io n  o f  w orks o f  th o s e  e m p ire  b u i l d e r s .
San A n to n ia n s  .and S o u th  Texas to d a y  h a v e  a  l o c a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  
v ie  pont$  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i s  due t h i s  r e s t r i c t e d  
v i  ew .

Tinny • n t - r i m r :  '• v , me money to  p u t  o v e r  th e  Old S p a n ish
" r a i l  bocu.Jfse ' k . t  b e f o r e  them  ■ h ig h  p u rp o se  nid v i s i o n .
' .m e t y  l a r g e  s u b s c r i b e r : - in  Son A n to n io  a v e ra g e d  1/531 each  in  
s u p p o r t  o v e r  f  a . : o?o i c r i o d ;  s e v e r a l  h .m ir e d  move a v e ra g e d  
a ro u n d  a  h u n d re d  e a c h .  T h is  S p a n is h  T r a i l  w ork w is n o t  a  l o c a l  
h o b b y ; t h e r e  v o re  nr. l o c a l  b a d  ro a d s  o r  i r r i t a t i n g  r i v e r s  o r  
b a y s  b o ck  t r a f f i c .  So So.r A n to n ian s  c a r  be  le d  to  su p ­
p o r t  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  lo c a l  : e l f i s h )  ei s ,  and car o t h e r  Texan

many o f  th e  p ro b lem s and p e r p l x i t i e s  a r e  r e a l .  I ..-e ll know 
i t .  They c a n  be  o v e r r id d e n  and g e n e ro u s  c o o p e r a t io n  a c q u i r e d  
by  seme su c h  m ethod as b o v - .  b u t  n o t  in  th e s e  t im e s .  P ro b ­
a b ly  th e  n o s t h a t  car: be  ackn o w led g ed  f o r  me now i s  t h a t  I am 
f a l l o w in g  tv .- g ro u n d , a w a i t in g  th e  day  ’.when th e  s e e d  c an  be sow n; 
and t h a t  h e r e  in  t h i s  • o rk sh o p  T v  g e t t i n g  m a c h in e ry  and e q u ip ­
m ent i n to  s h a p e .

Gome y e a r s  ago I  th o u g h t  th e  r e s e a r c h  a ro u n d  h e r e  would be  
r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  f o r  me. I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  now; how v a s t  and vweed- 
g ro 'in  th e  f i e l d  i s .  n e v e r t h e l e s s  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  to  s t i c k  to  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a s  much as p c s s i b '  e in  p r e f e r e n c e  to  p u b l i s h in g  
im p ro p e r ly  d ig e s te d ' m a t r i a l .

T b e g a n  a  ye  x  ago to  b u i l d  up r, to o k  a ro u n d  th e  J a n  J o s e  K is s io i j  
b e c a u se  t h a t  m is s io n  w ould  s e r v e  n i c e l y  a s  the' k e y s to n e  to  Can 
A nton io  h i s  t o r , ,  and b e c a u s e  th e  T exas C e n te n n ia l  was i n  th e  o f f ­
in g ,  and b e c a u se  the.- M a rg il  c a n o n iz a t io n  y e a r  was a p p ro a c h in g , 
and b e c a u se  t h a t  m is s io n  sh o u ld  be  p r e s e r v e d  and s e n t im e n t  e d u c a te d  
and a ro u s e d  to  c a r r y  su ch  p r e s e r v a t i o n  fo rw a rd .  h e  o lth e r day 
I s e n t  you s e v e r a l  c h a p te r s  and th e  t a b l e  o f  c o n te n t s  f o r  I th a t  
book to  show you how th a 'tw o rk  b ro a d e n e d .  T h is  San J o s e  s tu d y  
a g a in  c o n f ro n te d  me w ith ,'1 a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  m ag n itu d e  o f  t h i s  
S p a n ish  s t o r y  i n  S o u th  T e x a s .

",’a s  g la d  you o f f e r e d /  to  go th ro u g h  th e  c h a p te r s  on T eran  and 
Ramon p e r i o d s ,  Itw ilj.1  h e lp  me to  know/ how w e l l  o r  p o o r ly  I  
am h a n d l in g  su c h  t h i n g s .  Somewhere a lo n g  h e  l i n e  I m ust 
e s t a b l i s h  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  among San A n to n ia n s  a s  an  i n t e r p r e t e r


