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San A n to n io ,  T e xa s , 
O c to b e r 1 4 th ,  1926 .

M iss  E m ily  L .  iV ils o n ,
114 Second S t . ,
Beach Haven, IT. J .

B ear M iss  W ilson*.

I  a p p re c ia te  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  Septem ber 1 9 th  w i t h  a l l  th e  d a ta  
you e n c lo s e d , f o r  i t  i s  by th e s e  m ethods wo w i l l  u l t im a t e ly  b u i ld  
up a c le a r  and c o r r e c t  h is t o r y  s t o r y .  Nowhere fro m  F lo r id a  to  
C a l i f o r n ia  does th e  s to r y  e x is t  e x c e p t i n  fra g m e n ta ry  and o f te n  i n 
a c c u ra te  fo rm . I  t h in k  you  a re  d o in g  a w o rk  o f  p e rm a n e n t, con 
s t r u c t iv e  v a lu e  in  g a th e r in g  to g e th e r  as you  a re  i n  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
s o c ie ty  th o se  in v a lu a b le  o ld  r e c o rd s .  A f t e r  a w h ile  someone w i l l  
be a b le  to  d e ve lo p  a r e a l  h is t o r y .

Now as to  th e  1560 d a te ;  I n  S p a n ish  P io n e e rs ,  A .C .M c C lu rg  
& C o ., C h ica g o , P u b l is h e rs ,  by  Chas F . Lumm is, 9 th  E d i t i o n ,  1925 , 
in d o rs e d  by  A d . F . B a n d o lie r  who ’’ h o ld s  h im s e l f  re a d y  to  d e fe n d "  
th e  s ta te m e n ts  i n  h is  fo re w o rd .  Page 85 -

"A t l a s t ,  in  1560, the  f i r s t  perm anent f o o t 
h o ld  was e f fe c te d  th e re  by  A v i le s  de Menen&ez, 
th e  b r u t a l  S p a n ia rd , who n e v e r th e le s s  has th e  
honor o f  fo u n d in g  and nam ing th e  o ld e s t  c i t y  
in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  -  S t .  A u g u s t in e ,  1 5 6 0 ."

3 a u d e l ie r  and Lummis a re  re c o g n iz e d  as S p u n is h  h is t o r ia n s  
who huve c a r e f u l l y  s tu d ie d  th e  o ld  w o rk s . They may be w rong  in  
t h i s ,  o f  c o u rs e . I f  in  th e  end you t h in k  th e  1 5 6 5 *d a te  s h o u ld  
be r e s to re d  we w i l l  ta ke  ca re  o f  t h a t  i n  th e  n e x t  e d i t i o n .

• S in c e r e ly ,

H a r ra l  A y re s ,
OST M anag ing  D i r e c t o r .
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