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May I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  sh o u ld  be q u a r t e r l y  m e e t in g s  when 
th e  s o c i e t y  c an  go on r e c o r d ,  p r o c la im  i t s  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c ts  and 
p r o v id e  m eans f o r  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  a r t i c l e s  p r o p e r l y  a n n o ta te d  and 
s k i l l f u l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d .  T here  may be th e  p r o v e r b i a l  b a k e r 's  d o zen  i n  
th e  b e g in n in g  t o  a t t e n d  th e s e  a s s e m b l ie s ,  b u t  w hat o f  i t ?  I  w ould 
much r a t h e r  h ave  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  g a th e r in g  o f  t h e  few  a ro u n d  a  t a b l e  
i n  s e m in a r  f a s h io n  w here f o r m a l i t y  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  and w here d i s c u s s i o n  
i s  c a r r i e d  on i n  o r d e r l y  f a s h io n  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  l o g i c a l  
r e a s o n  and common s e n s e .  I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  e a c h  q u a r t e r l y  m e e tin g  
th e  p ro g ram  sh o u ld  be an n o u n ced  i n  ad v an ce  so t h a t  s tu d y  and r e s e a r c h  
may be c a r r i e d  on n o t  o n ly  by  th e  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t i n g  th e  
m a t t e r  b u t  a l s o  by  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  t o p i c .
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You r a i s e  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  d i s c o u r t e s y  t o  th e  Y anaguana 
S o c ie ty  j u s t  o r g a n iz e d .  I n  a n sw e r I  w ould  s a y  t h a t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h a t  

c body was d e f in e d  i n  a  c u t  and  d r i e d  way b e f o re  i t  was b ro u g h t i n to  
open fo ru m . D is c u s s io n  was n o t  e n c o u ra g e d  b e c a u se  th e  o r g a n iz e r s  d id  
n o t  p e r m i t  f r e e  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  n o r  was an y  s u f f i c i e n t  a t te m p t  made t o  
e x p la in  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  su c h  e x e c u t iv e  a c t i o n  b y  th e  o r g a n iz e r s .  V/hen 
s u g g e s t io n s  w ere m ade, th e y  w ere m e re ly  t o l e r a t e d ,  and th e  c h a irm a n  
d id  n o t  a s k  t o  p u t  th e  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  a m o tio n  so  t h a t  th e  
a s se m b ly  c o u ld  g iv e  i t s  e x p r e s s io n .  D eb ate  was c u r t a i l e d  by  th e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s t a t e d .

Such d o m in a tio n  h a s  a d v a n ta g e s  and  d i s a d v a n ta g e s ;  t o  th e  
i n t e l l i g e n t  w o rk e r  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  h i s t o r y  i t  i s  a lm o s t  d e s p o t ic  i n  
i t s  c h a r a c t e r ;  t o  th e  g o v e rn in g  body  i t  g iv e s  an  a r b i t r a r y  pow er t h a t  

1 t e n d s  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  a  d y n a s ty  w here s e l f - i n t e r e s t  r e ig n s  su p re m e . The 
o n ly  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  i n t e l l e c t  t h a t  I  r e c o g n iz e  i s  t h a t  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t.
I  am s u re  t h a t  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d  I  do n o t  d i f f e r  from  th e  o r d in a r y  common 
c l a s s  o f  p e o p le  who j o i n  su c h  s o c i e t i e s .  T hey a l s o  acknow ledge  m e r i t  
and  g iv e  c r e d i t  t o  whom c r e d i t  i s  due i n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  e v e n t s .

A s o c i e t y  o f  p io n e e r s  o r  th e  d e s c e n d e n ts  o f  p io n e e r s  i s  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  a  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y ,  ev en  th o u g h  i t  may t i c k l e  t h e i r  p r i d e  
t o  be r e g a r d e d  a s  th e  " f i r s t s "  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s .  I t  i s  g ra n d  when th e y  

|6 h av e  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  b ack ed  up b y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and a  f a i r  h i s t o r i c a l  
t r a i n i n g .  I t  m a t t e r s  n o t  how th e y  have b e en  a c q u i r e d :  a t  th e  f i r e s i d e ,  
i n  th e  l i b r a r y  o r  i n  t h e  s c h o o l .


