
Banners and s ta n d a rd s  came in t o  u se , as g u id in g  and r a l l y i n g  

in f lu e n c e s  in  w a r, and f o r  i n s p i r a t io n  and b e a u ty  in  th e  pag

e a n tr y  th a t  was th e n  so much in d u lg e d .  The A m erican  D is c o v e ry  

P e r io d  was d u r in g  th e  r ip e n e d  y e a rs  o f  k n ig h th o o d ; arm or was
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w o rn , and s h ie ld s  and la n c e s  ivere c a r r ie d ,  and on the , h e lm e ts
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w ere p lum es o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  c o lo r  c o m b in a tio n s  th a t  w e re ^ d is -  

t ln g u is h in g  m arks in  c o n f l i c t  and in  p a g e a n try .

Gee i l l u s t r a t i o n s  U, h  ‘I

The e a r l i e s t  re c o rd  o f  f la g s  is  an i l lu m in a te d  m a n u s c r ip t 

b y  a F ra n c is c a n  f r i a r ,  n a t iv e  o f  th e  K ingdom  o f  C a s t i le ,  S p a in , 

b o rn  1305, h is  m a n u s c r ip t o f  ab o u t 1350. He re c o rd e d  he had 

v i s i t e d  a l l  th e  c o u n tr ie s  d e s c r ib e d ;  s c h o la rs  t h in k ,  in  some 

in s ta n c e s ,  t h is  i s  open to  q u e s t io n .  H is  re m a rk a b le  w ork  was 

e n t i t l e d :

Book o f  th e  Know ledge o f  A l l  th e  K ingdom s,
C o u n tr ie s ,  and L o rd s h ip s  t h a t  th e re  a re  in  

y^  th e  W orld  and o f  th e  E n s ig n s  and Arms o f
i f  Each C o u n try  and L o rd s h ip ;  a ls o  o f  th e  K in g s

and L o rd s  Who Govern Them.

T h is  m a n u s c r ip t  is  now in  th e  B ib l i o te c a  X ac i onal  at. M a d r id .
J . • Vy.

I t  'was r e c •?"t.Ly p u b lis h e d  in  E n g l is h  b y  th e  H a k lu y t  S o c ie ty .

The G e ograph ic  M ag a z in e , O c to b e r 1917, shows n in e t y - s ix  o f  

th e se  a n c ie n t  e n s ig n s j n in e t y - t h r e e  a re  s h ie ld -s h a p e  and 

th re e ,  Damascus, Sweden, and C h in a , a re  r e c ta n g u la r  l i k e  

modern f la g s .  T h is  shows how u n iv e r s a l  th e n  was th e  in f lu e n c e  

o f  th e  s h ie ld .

.Four o f  the se  a re  shown h e re ,  C a s t i le ,  -fcaerij A ragon and 

F ra n c e , because o f  i /h e ir  r e l a t i o n  to  t h is  s tu d y .  See i l 

l u s t r a t io n s  1 , am*h**;


