
c o u n tie s  linvc  n  th o u s a n d  m ile s  o f  s p r in g - f e d  r iv e r s  a n d  c re e k s . 
V e ry  g o o d  d r in k in g  w a t e r  p r e v a i ls .  H o te ls  s e rv o  g e n e r o u s  c o u n t ry  
m e a ls .  T h r e e  n o w , f in e  h o te ls  h a v e  j u s t  b e en  b u i l t  a n d  o th e r s  
e n ln rg e d . C a m p s  o f  a l l  k in d s  a r e  s e t t l i n g  in  t h e  H i l l  C o u n t ry — 
c h u rc h  e n c a m p m e n ts ,  a u to ,  r a n c h  a n d  r e c re a t io n  c a m p s , b o y s ’ 
a n d  g i r l s ’ c h a r a c te r  c a m p s , b o y  a n d  g i r l  s c o u ts  a n d  n u m e ro u s  
o th e r  in s t i t u t i o n a l  c a m p s . In  t h e  D a v is  M ts . th e  M a d e ra  S p r in g s  
m o u n ta in  c lu b  is  d e v e lo p in g  w ith  e v e r y  c o n v e n ie n c e  f o r  a l l - y e a r  
se rv ic e  a n d  a l l  k in d s  o f  p le a s u r e s  a n d  f o r  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  
t r a v e l .

Old History
I n  1G81 L a  S a lle  w i th  a  c o lo n iz in g  e x p e d it i o n  f ro m  F r a n c e  

s o u g h t  t h e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  to  t a k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  v a s t  
M is s is s ip p i  V a lle y  in  th e  n a m e  o f  h is  k in g .  H e  fa i le d  in  th i s  
a n d  la n d e d  In 1G85 o n  th e  T e x a s  c o a s t .  S p a in  le a r n e d  o f  th i s  
c o lo n y  on  t e r r i t o r y  i t  c la im e d  a n d  in  1089 s e n t  n n  e x p e d it io n  
f ro m  M e x ic o ; t h e y  r e a d i e d  th e  L a  S a lle  s i t e  a n d  fo u n d  L a  S a lle  
h a d  b e en  m u r d e r e d  b y  h is  m e n  a n d  th e  F r e n c h  w e re  d e a d  o r  
g o n e  a w a y . A  se c o n d  e x p e d it i o n  in  1090 c o n tin u e d  n o r th w a r d  
a n d  fo u n d e d  m is s io n s  in  t h e  N a c o g d o c h e s  d i s t r i c t  in  E a s t  T e x a s . 
In  1099-1700 a  g r o u p  o f  m is s io n s  w a s  e s ta b l i s h e d  s o u th  o f  th e  
R io  G ra n d e  b e tw e e n  th e  p r e s e n t  E a g le  P a s s  a n d  L a r e d o .  I n  171G- 
17 f o u r  n e w  m is s io n s  w o re  e s ta b l i s h e d  n e a r  N a c o g d o c h e s  b u t  
S p a in  fo u n d  N a c o g d o c h e s  to o  r e m o te  a n  o u tp o s t  so  in  1718 th e  
m is s io n , n o w  th e  h is t o r ic  A la m o , w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  th e  R io  
G ra n d e  a n d  a  f o r t  ( p re s id io )  w a s  e s ta b l i s h e d  n e a r  i t —a n d  S an  
A n to n io  d a te s  f ro m  th i s .  I n  1720 th e  M is s io n  S a n  J o s e  w a s  
e s ta b l i s h e d .  I n  1731 th e  V il la  o f  S a n  F e r n a n d o  d e  B e x a r  ( to w n -  
s i t e )  w a s  s t a r t e d  a n d  th e  m is s io n s  C o n c e p c io n , S a n  J u a n  a n d  
S a n  F r a n c is c o  w e re  t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  th e  N a c o g d o c h e s  d i s t r i c t  to  
t h e  S a n  A n to n io  R iver#

F r o m  S a n  A n to n io  o th e r  m is s io n s  w e r e  e s ta b l i s h e d  o v e r  n 
w id e  a r e a .  G ra d u a l ly  tin* o u t ly i n g  m is s io n s  w e re  a b a n d o n e d  o r  
I n d i a n s  d e s t r o y e d  th e m . T h e  S a il A n to n io  m is s io n s  g r e w  In to  
g r e a t  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts .  F in e  s to n e  c h u rc h e s  a n d  o th e r  b u i ld in g s  
a n d  i r r i g a t i n g  s y s te m s  w e re  b u i l t .  T o d a y  th e  r u in s  b e a r  m u te  
t e s t im o n y  to  g r e a t  a c h ie v e m e n t .  T h e s e  e n te r p r i s e s ,  so  d e e p  in  
a  s a v a g e  la n d ,  w e re  r e m a r k a b le  a c h ie v e m e n ts  e v en  in  t h a t  
b r i l l i a n t  a g e .

LEON SPRINGS. Jet. to Camp Stanley, one of the large 
U. S. military reservations. K. Auc Service Station, good.

•BOERNE. Beginning of West Texas Hill Country: slieep, 
goat and cattle ranches. KENDALL INN, PHILLIPS and 
IIILLT'OP hotels. Free and eahin camps.

GUADALUPE RIVER at Comfort; this river now fol
lowed for 25 mi.

COMFORT. On the Guadalupe river. These hills and val
leys between Comfort and Boerne offer some of the prettiest 
driving scenery in America. Rustic drives among the hills. 
Pretty farms in the valleys, goat ranches hack in the hills 
and canyons. Elevations and dry sunshine provide a 
stimulating climate. Hermann Sons Home on a hill crest 
westward. FAUST and MEYERS hotels, small German 
places, good meals. OST Filling Sta., cafe and resting 
place. Free camp on river, east.

CENTER POINT. On a river bluff: a hill town resort. 
Church encampment near. Several small hotels. BRUFF 
HOUSE leads. Camp space along (he river. Jordan’s cabin 
camp in a riverside grove on OST west, a pleasant place, 
35c to $1.00.

•KERUVILLE. The resort capital of the hills. Largest 
primary wool and mohair market in Texas. Numerous 
camps along the river; cabin and free auto camps, boys’ 
and girls' character camps, church encampments. East 3 
mi. on the OST, the American Legion $2,000,000 hospital 
now conducted by the U. S. Government: adjoining are 
the Schreiner Institute and ilic Presbyterian Encampment. 
BLUE BONNET MOTEL. New, modern, HO rms., over
looks Guadalupe River. ST. CHARLES and other hotels. 
Inf.—Chamber of Commerce.

INGRAM. Jet. of two branches of the river. Cabin camp 
on OST, cast.

STATE FISH HATCHERY. East of Mt. Home, 2 mi. 
Largest black bass hatchery In the world; built by the
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