
THE EL PASO VALLEY
T h e  E l P a s o — S a n ta  F e  d i s t r i c t  i s  on e  o f  th e  f iv e  g r e a t  c e n te r s  

o f  m is s io n  a n d  c o lo n iz a t io n  e f f o r t  o f  th e  S p a n ia r d s  a n d  th e  
s e c o n d  th e y  s t a r t e d  w ith in  th e  p r e s e n t  U .S . in  1598 a t  E l  P a s s o  
d e l N o rte  (T h e  P a s s  o f  th e  N o r th )  D on  J u a n  d e  O iia te  w ith  
h is  fo llo w e rs  too ls p o s se s s io n  o f  th i s  n o r th e r n  la n d  f o r  “ h im s e lf ,  
K in g  P h i l l ip  I I  o f  S p a in , a n d  G o d .”  th e n  p ro c e e d e d  n o r th w a r d ' 
to  c o lo n ize  in  tlie  S a n ta  F e  d i s t r i c t .  S a n ta  F e  d a t e s  f r o m  1(505. 
F o r  s e v e ra l g e n e r a t i o n s  th e  S p a n ia r d s  d e v e lo p e d  t h e i r  in t e r e s t s  
a ro u n d  A lb u q u e rq u e  a n d  S a n ta  F e . In  1059 th e  M is s io n  o f  N u e s -  
t r a  S e ilo ra  de  G u a d a lu p e  w a s  e s ta b l i s h e d  a t  E l  P a s s o  d e l N o r t e ,  
n o w  tile  c h u rc h  o f  J u a r e z .  In  1080 th e  I n d i a n s  r o s e  in  th e  G ro a t 
R e b e llio n  a ro u n d  A lb u q u e rq u e  a n d  S a n ta  F e . T h e  S p a n is h  a n d  
C h r is t ia n  I n d ia n  su r v iv o r s  o f  th e  m a s s a c r e  f le d  t o  tlie  m is s io n  
a t  P a s s o  d e l  N o rte  n e a r ly  100 m i. a w a y . W ith  t h i s  th e  r e a l  h i s t o r y  
o f  E l P n s o  a n d  t h a t  in te r e s t i n g  v a l le y  b e g in s .  T h e  v a l le y  to w n s  
o f  l ’s le ta ,  S o c o rro  a n d  S a n  E liz n r lo  b e lo w  E l  P a s o  w e r e  • s lo w ly  
e s ta b l is h e d ,  m o th e re d  b y  th e  M iss io n  G u a d a lu p e .  T h e y  d a te  
a b o u t  1083. T h e  in d u s t r y  a lw a y s  f o s te re d  b y  th e  p a d r e s ,  th e  
I r r ig a t io n  a n d  th e  p r o d u c tiv n c s s  o f  th e  V a l le y  le d  to  e x te n s iv e  
d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  d r iv e  a r o u n d  t i l l s  o ld  d i s t r i c t  to d a y  is  a n  
I n te r e s t in g  e d u c a t io n  to  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  t r a v e le r s .  T h e  to w n s  
lie  on  th e  A m e ric a n  s id e  n e a r  Y s lc ta .  T h e  E l P a s o  C h a m b e r  
o f  C o m m erce  w o m e n ’s d e p a r tm e n t  is s u e s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  b o o k le t  
w ith  m a p .

S lo w ly  a f t e r  th e  r e b e llio n  N ew  M ex ico  w a s  re c la im e d  a n d  S a n ta  
F e  to d a y  e n jo y s  h is to r ic a l  d i s t in c t io n  n s  t h e  s e c o n d  o ld e s t  c i ty  
In th e  U .S. E l P a s o  on  th e  A m e ric a n  s id e  c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e  
a f te r  th e  M e x ica n  W a r  o f  1846-17 a n d  T e x a s  A n n e x a t io n  a n d  th e  
o ld  P n s so  d e l N o rte  b e c a m e  J u a r e z .  T h e  o ld  t r a i l  f ro m  M e x ico  
C i ty  to  S a n ta  F e  ( th e  C a m ln o  R e a l o r  K in g ’s H ig h w a y )  i s  in  
th is  s e c tio n  a  p a r t  o f  th e  O ld  S p n n is h  T r a i l  o f  t o d a y .  I t  is  
b e liev e d  C n b e za  de  Y a c a  a n d  Ills  th r e e  c o m p a n io n s  t r a v e le d  
th r u  th e  P a s s  in  1536. T h e s e  w e re  th e  o n ly  s u r v iv o r s  o f  th e  
I ll - fa te d  D e  N a rv a e z  e x p e d it i o n  t l i n t  l a n d e d  in  p r o u d  a r r a y  a t  
T a m p a  B a y  to  la k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  F l o r l d n s .  T h e y  f o u g h t  
th e i r  w a y  a r o u n d  to  th e  T a l la h a s s e e  c o u n t r y .  A t  S t .  M a rk ’s  B a y , 
s o u th  o f  T a l la h a s s e e ,  th e y  g la d ly  e sc a p e d  th e  c o u n t r y  in  c ru d e ly  
c o n s tr u c te d  b o u ts  a n d  t r ie d  to  r e a c h  M e x ico . S to rm s  a n d  th e  
g re a t, c u r r e n t  in  th e  g u l f  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  b e s e t  t h e m ;  
D e .N a rv a e z  w a s  d r o w n e d , th e  s u r v iv o r s  w e re  w re c k e d  on  th e  
T e x a s  s h o r e  a n d  so o n  o n ly  D e  V a c a  a n d  th r e e  o th e r s  s u r v iv e d  
I n d ia n  p u r s u i t  a n d  h a r d s h i p .  F o r  s ix  y e a r s  th e y  w e re  s la v e s  
to  im p r o v id e n t  I n d i a n s ,  th e n  e s c a p e d  a c r o s s  T e x a s .  C e n tr a l  
T e x a s  I n d ia n s  t h o u g h t  D e  V a c a  a  g o d  a n d  s w a r m s  f o llo w e d  
h im . In  w e s te rn  M ex ico  h e  r e a d ie d  h is  S p a n is h  c o m p a t r io t s .  
T h is  s t r a n g e  p i lg r im a g e  Is b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  g o n e  t h r u  t i l l s  p a s s  
in  th e  m o u n ta in s .  D e V ac a ’s s to r y  Is o n e  o f  th e  e p ic s  o f  h is t o r y .

YSLETA. The name is Spanish for little island. Settled 
by the Spaniards after the great Indian Rebellion in New 
Mexico in 1GS0. Its people are mostly of Spanish or Mex
ican descent. The old mission, narrow streets and adobe 
homes are distinctly foreign. The old valley old towns and 
old irrigation lie around here; the Rio G rande is close. 
The Old Spanish Trail here is the “Valiev Road” of El 
Paso; its old shade trees, irrigating canals, truck gardens 
and country homes are a refreshing picture.

*EL PASO. El Passo del Norte, the Pass of the North, 
Gateway to Mexico and the Southwest, keypoint to an em
pire. Manufacturing and distributing center. In heart of rich 
irrigated, farming, cattle and mining districts. Ft. Bliss, one 
of the most important military and air bases in the United 
States, is located at El Paso.

The pass thru the mountains extends from the city 
some three miles north to the big smelter. The Old Spanish 
Trail from El Paso follows the Rio Grande northward to 
Las Cruces. 42 mi.

The approach to El Paso for GO mi. from the east is 
thru an irrigated section, some of it established in Spanish 
■dines, where cotton, alfalfa, winter vegetables, dairying 
4nd fruits are produced. Canals carry the water from 
Elephant Butte reservoir of the U. S. Reclamation Service 
located up the Rio Grande in New Mexico 110 mi. north of 
El Paso—largest artificial lake in North America. This 
reservoir covers 40,000 A. and impounds water to irrigate
200,000 A. in the Palomas, Rincon, upper and lower Mesilla.

EL PASO —Continued.
E l raso and Juarez valleys. Elephant Butte dam is 30G 
ft high. 1.074 long. Lake is 45 mi. long with 20C nd of 
,l,ore line. (See page 47.)

Hotels— PASO DEL NORTE, refined, well-liked and 
El Paso’s largest hotel; auto club headquarters in lobby, 
road information SHELDON, moderate, well located, 
cafeteria, tourist bureau. I-IUSSMANN, new, fine hotel.

Camp Grande is one of the best auto camps in the U.S., 
all kinds of accomodations, attentions and comforts.

CIUDAD JUAREZ across the Itio Grande, pop. 15,000, 
Is the largest Mexican city on the border in population, 
exports and imports. Characteristically Mexican it is visited 
and enjoyed by more travelers than any border city. The 
Chamber of Commerce or your hotel will give tourist pass
ports or information.

jnf.—El Paso Automobile Club (AAA) at Paso del 
Norte Hotel. Also Camp Grande. Also Sheldon Hotel Tour
ist Bureau. Time changes here; reset your watch.

TEXAS-NEW MEXICO STATE LINE
A n th o n y ,  N . SI.

NEW MEXICO—192 MILES 

Road Conditions
P a v e m e n t E l P n s o  to  L a s  C ru c e s , th e n  F e d e ra l  A id  g ra v e l 

a c ro ss  th e  S t a te .  O ld  t r a i l  w e s t  f ro m  M c silln  P a r k  n o w  re p la c e d  
w ith  n ew  r o a d  t h r u  L a s  C ru c e s  to  D o m in g . M a in te n a n c e  a c ro s s  
New  M exico  is  g o o d .

Description of Country
Up th e  R io  G ra n d e  V a lle y  to  L a s  C ru c e s  a re  i r r i g a t e d  d is t r ic t s  

of th e  E le p h a n t  B u t to  r e s e r v o i r ;  L a s  C ru c es  Is a  c o m m erc ia l 
c en te r  fo r  th e s e  s e c t io n s  a n d  a  n ic e  l i t t l e  c i ty .  M o st o f  th e  se c tio n  
w es tw a rd  f ro m  L a s  C ru c e s  is  s a n d y  d e s e r t  r e lie v e d  n t tim e s  by  
m o u n ta in  p e a k s . S o m e  i r r i g a t i o n ,  n o t  m u c h . Som e s to c k  r a is in g . 
S ilver a n d  c o p p e r  a r e  m in e d .  D o m in g  a n d  L o r d s b u r g  a re  b u sy  
lit tle  c itie s .  T r a v e l  c o n v e n ie n c e s  a re  a lo n g  th e  w a y . T h o  d r in k 
in g  w a te r  is  s o f t  a n d  g o o d .

Old History
T h e  S p a n is h  t r a i l  o f  a n c ie n t  d a y s  a n d  th e  o v e rla n d  t r a i l  of 

p io n e e r a n d  s ta g e  c o a c h  d a y s  c ro s s e d  a b o u t  a s  th e  h ig h w a y  o f 
to d a y  r u n s .  S p a n is h  w o rk s  w ere  c o n f in e d  to  th e  R io  G ra n d e  
V alley , E l  P a s o  to  S a n ta  F e . T h e i r  n e x t  im p o r ta n t  s e a t  o f  e f f o r t  
w as th e  S a n ta  C ru z  V a lle y  In n o r th e r n  M e x ico  a n d  t h r u  N o g a les  
to  T u cso n .

ANTHONY. The business section in Texas; the P. O. 
and many residences in New Mexico. This is a section of 
the Camino Real (King’s Highway) from Mexico City to 
Santa Fe and one of the oldest roads in the U.S. Groups 
of Ur* crude adobe and peasant houses of the Mexican 
laborers are seen along the way. Everything is character
istic of simple outdoor life. Numerous garages and ser\ice
stations along the way.

MES1LLA PARK. Supported by the A. & M. College. Two 
country hotels. Free camp space.

*LAS CRUCES. The highway turns westward thru Las 
aces by new gravel road to Cambray to Doming. Las oru 

. .. 1. ... i / - . i m i i i i m v i i i i  re n te r ot* tuiv-rutes by new gravel road to Camoray ro f "
«  means - ’Hie Crosses;” it is the commercial center nt the 
Elephant Butte irrigation in New Mexico. <,
"est is Old Mesilla : T.n Xlesilla of the San Antoi io San 
Diego stage coach days and of the overland trail of t‘‘® 
California gold rush and subsequent settlement of Cad 
fomta: it was the capital of the Southwest Territory when
th«t was a vast empire of legend a n d  mystery and the
county sent oC Dona Ann County when tlint thG
thousand miles wide. Tlie Spanish conqu stac oie 
frneked padres traveled up tins « ■ ? G ^ n t n '  made 
Santa Fc and that interesting New Mexico
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