
La F lorida

The whole southeastern  couivt.ry, in  th o  carl;/ c e n tu r ie s , -..-as th e  Spanish 
t e r r ito r y  o f  la  F lorid a . There were n e ith er  minor, .or fu r-tra d in g  th ere  
fo r  w ealth  supply. Stone d id riot e x i s t  for con stru ctin g  such m ajestic  
m ission  churches and buildi'.v r, as in  Mexico and th e  Vjeit. On th e  A tlan tic  
Seaboard l&nor t;-pc m ission s o f  oyster  s h e l l  cement ware b u i l t ,  -Vt Mobile fj 
fu r-trad in g  draw tV . p ion eers up tho Mobile liivor and i t s  a f f lu e n ts . 'Thrui'^y. 
th e  : ie tioG in p i Valla;-, mobile end TJsav Orleans contacted  w ith  th e  French a t ' 
th o  Groat Likes and in  Canada. The f in e  harbors along tine Gulf o f  Mcx.loo 
and tho A tla n tic  Coast o ffered  opportun ities for important c i t i e s ,  ship
b u ild in g  raid commerce. The in land oour.try was in v it in g  for  tho gay l i f o  
o f tho 5punish people, Tho c l ie n t s ,  th e closen ess to  the Homelands, tho  
h i l l s ,  f o r e s t , ,  r iv ers  and bays a ttracted  th e ir  ea r ly  a tten tio n . The 
great haciendas, th e herds o f  l iv e s to c k , a g ricu ltu re , orchards and other 
developments sc cove-on in  other Spanish ca lo r ics  -,.-culd have flou rish ed  in

la  F lorid a. But th a t was a country o f  pov/orful and p a r tly  c iv i l i z e d  Ind
ian tr ib e s  and though Spain sen t t o La F lorida some o f tho stron gest ox- i 
p editionc in  How for Id h is to ry , and names l ik e  Ponco do Loon, liarvabo, 'De 
S oto, Luna y  A rellan o . and others aro h is to r ic  ch aracters, sho fa ile d  there  
in  important, development, Indian va lor  in  th a t country wrote in te r e s tin g  
pages in  th e annal3 o f thoso Spanish cen tu ries .

C a liforn ia

,
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Spain was la to  in  g e ttin g  her standards plantod in  C aliforn ia . P ac if
i c  winds and storms -..-ere p ers is ten t ob stacles to  th e  l i t t l e  s a i l in g  sh ip s. 
The desorts and arid  lands o f  tho •• out'r.:ost prevonted overland approach.
Poor liv in g  conditions in  C aliforn ia  could not oavo tho in trep id  men th a t  
did roaoh th a t  country from th e scurvy and s iclm css th at sta lk ed  w ith  then . 
Tho Revolutionary bar was at hand on tho A tlan tic  feaho.ard whon Spain at 
la s t  did get s a fe ly  estab lish ed  on tho western coast. They did not f in d  
tho gold o f th a t country but they did bring in , over long end fearsome 
t r a i l s ,  l iv o sto c k , seeds and shrubs and transformed i t  in to  a land o f  groon 
f i e ld s  and haciendas a liv o  with v ast herds o f liv e s to ck , M issions and homes 
dispensed open-handed h o sp ita l ity  to  tho wayfarer. The Indian tr ib e s  o f 
C alifornia  were woalc. Spanish genius for development had r e la t iv e ly  unin
terrupted opportunity. Their achievement;, during th a t h a lf  century in  
C alifornia  are among tho marvels o f pioneering.

XVS
Indians v.'eak and Strong

While th e  Indians remained masters in  La Florida and ySbri^ed^irT^ali f  nrw 
n ia .th ey  varied  from weaJ'necs to  strength  in  Toxas“”and th e  Southwost. A- 
pachos and Comanchcs, mounted on tho horsos introduced, by the Spaniards, bc- 
carao mounted torrors th at hold sway u n t i l  comparatively recent years. But. 
Spain^was -eaCsly entrenched in  Moxioo and she s te a d ily  prossod hor conquests 

r -  northward from Mexican bases. They worc(Sin  Hew bexico by 159S.. . . . .  in  th e  
31 Paso Valloy by 1 6 5 9 ... . . i n  southern Arizona by 169S «,. . . in  Hast Texas by 
1690 and South Texac by 1715—-and Spain's progross was steady a fter  thoso  
years.
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xnrt
A Book o f Anclont '-iistory

The Old Spanish T ra il ro fleo ts  tiio o ld est h isto ry  in  tho United S tates.
ITith i t s  associated  camino reals in  th is  southern bordorland country a book 
o f h isto ry  is  opened to  th e  tra v e ler  o f  an era o f heroic works th at were 
old whon th e American Revolution was being fought. I t  spans th e  continent 

(thru)tho most varied , unusual and in ter estin g  scenes o f  any continental
highway. The Santa Fe T ra il from S t. Louis to  Hants. ¥<f d a t e r e m !th e __   „ -tLfSxdrJX iX
1820s. Tho Old Oregon T rail from St, Louis to th e -Torthwost i s  an^opic o f '
th e covered wagon period o f tho 1850s. Both aro impressed upon presont-day
consciousness because th e ir  dynamic pioneering events are o f tho Anglo-
American Era and r e la t iv e ly  recent. One must look back in to  th e  dim past
for th e  tragedy, drama, courage and accomplishments o f those people that
sent Columbus o f f  in to  tho Sea o f  Darleness to  f a l l ,  perhaps, ovor tho edge
o f the world, and who followed him so soon a fter  in  unconquerable numbers
to  develop continents greater than the whole world they had hithorto known.

X V I I #
Orusadors Old and Modern

Conquistadores, adventurers, explorers, administrators, and tho benign 
padres braved hardsiiips and p er ils  and blazod the t r a i ls  in  pioneer cen
tu r ie s  p ast. Crusaders o f the present day roared mighty bridges and b u ilt  
ribbons o f  pavement that tho continent in  th i3  southern bordorland country 
might bo spanned. Modern-day explorers now tra v e l tho Old Spanish Trail 
in  comfort and a new c iv il iz a t io n  is  roaring it3  works and culture amid 
the works and cu lture of Old Spain and Old France,

PIONEERS

They traveled  slow but they traveled  far .
They marked the spotowhere our c i t ie s  are;
With the onward turn o f  th e ir  wagon wheel 
They marked the t r a i l  for  our roads o f s te e l!

S Rut, they marked th e ir  own t r a i l  with th e ir  bones, 
f They gave th e ir  liv e s , and no painted atones 
") Rise up In the desert t o say that here 
( Ta the restin g  p lace o f a pioneer.

---- Owen White
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