
SPANISH CROWN CONFERS DISTINGUISHED DECORATION

Spanish people have w tch ed , apparently for a long w h ile , th is  present-day  
development o f  the Old Spanish T ra il and the r e v iv a l o f  in te r e s t  in  the cu ltu re  
and works o f th e  Spanish Fathers in  America. I t  i s  known th a t  h is to r ic a l  pub
lic a t io n s  o f  the A ssociation  have been sen t t o  Spain by Spanish tr a v e le r s , and 
in  some in stances used for'.teach ing th is  h is to ry  to  Spanish c h ild r en , and th a t  
important communications were submitted to  Premier de Rivera and to  King Alfonso  
by eminent Spaniards. The Spanish Crown sen t Don R afael Casares G il as d elega te  
t o  th e  Saint Augustine d ed ica tion  ceremonies in  1929. But th e  exten t o f  Spanish  
recogn ition  was not r e a lize d  u n t i l  a communication was received  from the Spanish  
Embassy a t Washington informing Harral Ayres th a t th e  .''Condecoration o f  th e  Royal 
Order o f  I sa b e l la  C atolica o f  Spain" had been conferred . The evening o f  A pril 
29, 1950 the ceremony o f  the in v e s t itu r e  o f  th is  Decoration' waB conducted a t  
San Antonio. The fo llow ing  from th e "Texas Pioneer" magazine i s  the report 
o f  th a t ceremony, sa id  to  be unprecented in  th e  United S ta te s .

This d istin gu ished  reco g n itio n  i s  the tr ib u te  o f  Spain to  a l l  th e Old Spanish  
T r a il people for th e ir  achievements in  connection with th is  work.
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