SPANISH CROAN CONFERS DISTINGUISHED DECORATION

Spanish people have w tched, apparently for a long while, this present-day
development of the Old Spanish Trail and the revival of interest in the culture
and works of the Spanish Fathers in America. It is known that historical pub-
lications of the Association have been sent to Spain by Spanish travelers, and
in some instances used for'.teaching this history to Spanish children, and that
important communications were submitted to Premier de Rivera and to King Alfonso
by eminent Spaniards. The Spanish Crown sent Don Rafael Casares Gil as delegate
to the Saint Augustine dedication ceremonies in 1929. But the extent of Spanish
recognition was not realized until a communication was received from the Spanish
Embassy at Washington informing Harral Ayres that the ."Condecoration of the Royal
Order of Isabel la Catolica of Spain™ had been conferred. The evening of April
29, 1950 the ceremony of the investiture of this Decoration' waB conducted at
San Antonio. The following from the "Texas Pioneer" magazine is the report
of that ceremony, said to be unprecented in the United States.

This distinguished recognition is the tribute of Spain to all the Old Spanish
Trail people for their achievements in connection with this work.

(From the Texas PioneBr.-June 1930)
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