
*I’HOEN'IX. Capital of Arizona, a winter health resort, 
commercial center of the noted Salt River irrigation 
district. Phoenix is growing fast. Americans are there 
from every state and are building a fine American city. 
There are -110 mi. of paved roads and streets in the valley. 
The fields grow all kinds of produce. The drives are a 
refreshing experience. Roosevelt Dam is 90 mi. east.

Hotels.—ADAMS leads. LUIIRS and SAVOY, moderate 
priced and good. Two cabin camps and one auto camp,* 
east side; one cabin camp west 1-1 mi., good. Inf.—Chamber 
of Commerce and the Automobile Club of Arizona.

THE GILA TRAIL
T h e  g e n e r a l  c o u rs e  o f  th e  G ila  R iv e r  is  n o w  fo llo w e d  to  Y u n m , 

w h e r e  t h e  C o lo ra d o  a n d  th e  G ila  j o in  a n d  th e  C o lo ra d o  w a s  
c ro s s e d  to  C a l if o r n ia .  T h e  b le a k  s a n d s  a n d  th e i r  d r a b  s u r r o u n d 
in g s  a r e  a  m o n o to n o u s  J o u r n e y ,  b u t  t h e y  a r c  s o i l s  t h a t  o n ly  a w a i t  
I r r i g a t io n  to  t r a n s f o r m  th i s  d e s e r t  a s  o th e r s  h a v e  b e e n . D o w n  th e  
G H a th e  b a re fo o t  p a d r e s  p lo d d e d  c a r r y i n g  th e i r  s t o r y  to  th e  
I n d i a n s .  M a n y  m is s io n s  w e re  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  -18,000 I n d ia n s  w e re  
r e p o r te d  c o n v e r te d .  T h e  S a n ta  C ru z  V a lle y  m is s io n s  b e lo w  
T u c s o n  w e re  th e i r  s e a t  o f  e f f o r t ;  f ro m  a n d  t h r u  t h a t  s e c tio n  
th e  c o n q u ls ta d o r e s  m a rc h e d  to  c o n q u e r  a n d  s e t t le  C a lif o r n ia  
a n d  th e  p a d r e s  to  p l a n t  t h e  m is s io n s  a lo n g  th e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t.
A S p a n is h  e x p e d it i o n  o v e r  t h i s  t r a i l  in  177(5 s e t t le d  S a n  F r a n 
c is c o . L a t e r  th e  r e s t le s s  A m e ric a n s  f lo w e d  a lo n g  th i s  r iv e r  
t r a i l  In  th e  g o ld  r u s h  a n d  th e  p io n e e r  d a y s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  th e  
r o u te  o f  th e  s ta g e  c o ac h  a n d  m u le  t r a i n s  a n d  Y u m a  a  s ta g e  
s t a t i o n .  T iio  G ila  R iv e r  w a s  a  th r e a d  o f  l i f e  a c r o s s  t h e  d e s e r t .  
G en . K e a r n y  z n a rc h c d  th i s  w a y  in  181(5. J o h n  C. F r e m o n t  a n d  
K i t  C a r s o n  tr a v e le d  i t .  T h e  a m a z in g  M o rm o n  b a t t a l i o n  p a s se d  
th i s  w a y  f ro m  M is s o u r i  to  S a n  D ie g o . T h e  A p a c h e s  f o u g h t  w i th  
d e s p e r n t io n  a n d  c o u ra g e , b u t  th e  "W est w n s  c o n q u e r e d .

BUCKEYE. A valley settlement. The Buckeye and the 
Arlington irrigation districts are passed, watered from 
a brush diversion dam up the Gila River. CAMPBELL 
HOTEL. Free camp. Cabins §1.00..

II ASSAY A.MPA RIVER. 9 mi. west of Buckeye.
GILA RIVER. Crossed at Gillespie Dam 20 mi. west 

of Buckeye; new bridge opened July 1927.
GILA BEND. Irrigation from Gillespie Dam now 

waters about 10.000 A. below Gila Bend; there is capacity 
for SO,000 A. STOUT’S HOTEL, well kept. Cabin camp 
§1.00. Also free camp.

SENTINEL. A desert country. THE SENTINEL, small 
country hotel. Free camp, also cabin camp §1.00. Keep 
stocked with water, supplies and emergency equipment. 
Aztec 14 mi. west; store, garage, meals, camp.

MOHAWK. Two stores, two garages, lunch. Free camp 
space; a^so cabins. Water is hauled.

WELLTON. Sandy mesa. Irrigation from wells a future 
possibility. Fred 1-Iughes the active personality. Fred's 
WELLTON HOTEL best between Phoenix and Yuma; 
24 rms. restaurant all night. Fred’s garage, good. Free 
camp and showers.

•YUMA. Jet. of Gila and Colorado rivers. Gateway to 
Southern California. Ancient Spanish river crossing in 
the conquest and development of the Southwest. Today 
Yuma is a busy, growing city. Yuma Indians and their 
wares add a picturesque touch. Irrigation from Laguna 
Dam on the Colorado River; the cultivated areas 12 mi. 
south of Yuma. Time changes; reset your watch.

The DEL MING HOTEL leads; also HOTEL ARIZONA. 
rtOTEL ARDMORE, upstairs rms.. good. Several cabin 
camps with numerous cabins. Inf.—Chamber of Commerce.

A RIZONA-C A LI FO RN V A STATE LINE
C o lo ra d o  R iv e r
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SOUTH CALIFORNIA—178 MILES 

Road Conditions
P a v e m e n t  a n d  o ile d  g r a v e l ,  11G m i. w ith  re m a in d e r .  82 m l., 

d e c o m p o se d  g r a n i t e .  T lie  S a n d  H il ls ,  one o f  th e  rea l d e s e r ts  
a n d  lo n g  a  t e r r o r  t o  t r a v e le r s ,  n o w  g o o d  p a v em e n t. T h e  M oun
ta in  S p r in g s  g r a d e  w ith  i t s  s te e p  c lim b s  now  co n cre te .

Description of Country
T lie  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l  in  C a lif o r n ia  Is c lo se  to  th e  M ex ican  

B o r d e r  f o r  m a n y  m ile s .  W e s t  f ro m  Y u m a  7 m i. a n d  V /j  m l. s o u th  
on  tli e  b o r d e r  a re  tli e  h e a d  g a te s  o f  tlie  I m p e r ia l  V alley  i r r i 
g a t io n ;  t l i e  w n to r  c o m es  th r u  M ex ico . A cro ss  th e  lin e  Is A lg o -  
d o n e s , M e x ico , w itii  sev en  s a lo o n s , o n e  i t  Is c la im ed  c o s tin g  
$17,000. S o u th  o f  H o ltv ll lo  a n d  E l C e n tro  n re  tlie  M ex ican  
b o r d e r  to w n s  o f  C a le x ic o  a n d  M e x ica li. I n  th e  Im p e r ia l  V alley  
th e  t r a v e l e r  i s  50 f t .  b e lo w  se a  level in  th e  b e d  o f  tli e  o ld  S a lto n  
S e a ;  s h o r t l y  th e  m o u n ta in s  a re  c ro sse d  a t  1,103 f t .  e le v a t io n :  
t h r u  tiio  m o u n ta in s  a r c  r e s o r t s  a n d  c a m p s  a - to p  tlie  w o r ld ;  a t 
S a n  D ie g o  a n d  th e  s e a  a re  h i l l s  a n d  v a lley s .

Old History
S a n  D ie g o  is  th e  e n d  o f  tiio  O ld S p a n ish  T r a i l  a n d  th e  b e g in 

n in g  o f  th e  la s t  w o rk s  o f  th e  S p a n ish  in  tlie  U .S. _In  1709 tlie  
S a n  D ie g o  m is s io n  w a s  fo u n d e d — 201 y r s .  a f te r  S t. A u g u s tin e . 
D u r i n g  t l i e  A m e ric a n  R e v o lu tio n  tli e  S p a n ish  w ere  b u ild in g  
t h a t  g r e a t  c h a in  o f  m is s io n s  u p  th e  C a lifo rn ia  c o a s t.

FT. YUMA. A settlement at the Yuma Indian Reser- 
ration. Officials here search your car and baggage to 
prevent entry of plant or fruit diseases. Cabin camp. 25e 
to $1.25.

GRAY’S WELL. West from Yuma 21 mi., in the sand hill 
section. Good water from a deep well, phone, store. All 
night lunch, gas and other service at Peg's Place. Peg 
Hunt is said to know the highway situation in the south
west and lie appreciates travelers stopping for any service.

HOLTVILLE. One of the Imperial Valley centers. Two 
hotels. Three cabin camps, good. A road south lo Mexicali, 
Mexico. Inf.—Chamber of Commerce.

*EL CENTRO. Commercial center of the Imperial Val
ley. one of the great irrigation districts of the world. A 
irnsy. prosperous city. HOTEL BARBARA WORTH leads, 
a fine hotel. OREGON HOTEL, remodeled, refurnished. 
Good cabin camp. Calexico and Mexicali, border towns, 
south. Inf.—Chamber of Commerce. Also Auto Club of 
Southern California branch.

-MOUNTAIN SPRINGS. 30 mi. west. Store, garage, water. 
Established by Government in 1S-1G. Devil’s Canyon near. 
Splendid scenery thru these mountains. 7% grade, co -rete
pavement.

JACUMBA I-IOT SPRINGS. 44 mi. west. Mountain 
resort for Imperial Valley people. Elevation 2.S00 ft. Hot 
rov 111 r baths. Cold spring. Concrete pool, dance hall. etc. 
HOTEL VAUGHN. (15 rms. new, fine. Cabin camp. 25c to 
‘°c. Inf.—Bert L. Vaughn. Also old Jacumba (Ha-coom- 
|J!>) with modern hotel. Mistletoe Lodge 1 ml. west and 
cottages.

BOULEVARD. Store and supplies. Summer resort. Camp.
West to San Diego 70.5 mi. are settlements, mountain, 

valley and spring camping places, cabin auto camps, turn- 
‘Shed cabins, small hotels, meals, etc. The mountain sum- 
“lit is passed at 4.103 ft. In Arizona, New .Mexico and 
ioxas higher elevations nre reached. These are listed 
"nder Bisbee, Ariz. summit.

*SAN DIEGO. This is the Pacific Terminus of the 
u l'l Spanish Trail. It was the beginning of the Spanish 
occupation of California. The first mission. Sail Diego de 
A|ealn, was started in 17G9. then followed those other 
sanctuaries “a (lav’s iournev apart” northward on and 
Beyond San Francisco. twentv-one ill all. While the patriots


