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THE MUMBTRSHIP PLAyUE 
A d e s c r ip t io n  o f  i t s  sym bols and i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p a r ts

* * *
T his p laque has been in  p ro c e s s  o f  developm ent f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  have been  in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a rc h  in  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t io n s  
o f th e  c o u n try , and th e n  f in d in g  an  a r t i s t  th a t  co u ld  weave a p p ro p r ia te  
s e l e c t i o n s  in to  a d e s ig n  t h a t  w ould he s u i t a b l e .

R esearches have been conducted  a t  th e  l i b r a r y  o f  C ongress a t  W ashington, 
th e  G a rc ia  o ld  S p an ish  l i b r a r y  s t  A u s tin ,  and th r u  c o n s u l ta t io n s  w ith  
mgaaakg a r t i s t s ,  a r c h i t e c t s  and h i s t o r i a n s .  R esea rch es a ls o  have le d  in to  
th e  h i s to r y  and developm ents of f l a g s  from  rem ote t im e s , and in to  d e s c r ip 
t io n s  o f  a n c ie n t  h e ra ld ry ,  and o f c o a ts  o f  arm s, and in to  th e  s p i r i t  and  
c h a r a c te r  o f  k n ig h th o o d  o f th e  o ld  S pan ish  p e r io d . The S p an ish  a r t  and
romance re a c h e d  supreme p in n a c le s  in  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  U m pire.

The b an n er o f r e d  and g o ld  r e f l e c t e d  th e  f in e  a r t  o f  t h a t  p e r io d . The 
M oorish p e rio d  th a t  a n te d a te d  th e  S p a in  o f  F e rd in a n d  and I s a b e l l a  i s  n o te d  
f o r  the re f in e m e n ts  o f  i t s  a r t  and  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The o ld  m iss io n s  in  
A m erica, even though  b u i l t  f a r  ou t in  a w ild  a id  savage  c o u n try , a re  ex
p re s s iv e  o f th o se  r e f in e d T f e e l in g s .  C ro a t s to n e  s t r u c tu r e s  a t  San A nton io ,
T exas, Tucson, A riz o n a , and a lo n g  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  c o a s t ,  rem ain  to  amase 
p re s e n t-d a y  t r a v e l e r s .  Some have s a id  th e  re d  and go ld  sym bolizes th e  
b lo o d  t h a t  was sh ed  in  th e  s e a rc h  f o r  th e  g o ld  th e y  c ra v e d - ~ a l l  the re.ces 
o f  th e  American co n q u es t have much to  answ er f o r  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .

The d e s ig n  i s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o ld  S p an ish  a r t  o f th e  d is c o v e ry  p e r io d .

The ROYAL BANKER was th e  f l a g  of S p a in , sy m b o liz in g  th e  kingdoms o f 
c a s t l e s  and l i o n s  (C a s t i l e  and Leon) o f  I s a b e l l a .  F e rd in an d  v/as of 
^ ra g o n .

The '.PUTT BANE UR was th e  f l a g  p re s e n te d  to  Columbus by ^ueen I s a b e l l a .
The F and Y sym bolize F e rd in an d  and Y s a b e lla .  The green; c ro s s  sym bolizes 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  g re e n  i s  th e  c o lo r  o f hope. White sym bo lizes th e  p u r i ty  
o f  t h e i r  p u rp o se s . Columbus p la n te d  f i r s t  th e  R oyal B anner, th e n  th e  
'White B anner.

T his ROYAL BiiEKTR v/as th e  f l a g  o f  th e  Am erican C onquests as th o se  r e 
m arkable  men c a r r i e d  on t h e i r  d is c o v e r ie s  and the o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  c o u n try .

The EAMU3 AROUHT THU BORDER a re  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  d is c o v e re r s  and con- 
a u is ta d o re s  o f  th e  p e r io d .

The SCROLL /ORE i s  co p ied  from  o ld  d e s ig n s .
The HELMUT ASM FUATHUR3 sym bolize  th e  k n igh thood  o f th e  p e r io d . The 

f e a th e r s  in d ic a te  a k n ig h t o r n o b le .
The SHIELD i s  a h i s t o r i c  shafts, f o r  th e  p e r io d .

The Baud OF THE s h i e l d T h e  SHULL sy m b o lizes a d v e n tu re s  beyond th e  
s e a . I t  was a ls o  u sed  by th e  p ad re s  in  t h e i r  r e l ig i o u s  r i t e s  and is  
found in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  m iss io n  a r c h i te c tv i r e . The Crops l i k e  an ... 
sym bo lizes  c ru sa d e s  o r c ru s a d e rs .  The JRMIiiU sym bo lizes th e  pu iiG j^  
and d i s t i n c t i o n  o f k n ig h t ly  p u rp o s e s . The SUE SYMBOL o f th e  Kcw Mexican 
In d ia n s  sym bo lizes  f a i t h  and w orsh ip  o f o r ig in a l  A m ericans x>t the Span:*U. 
Southwest.


