
San /\n ton io , Texas, 
February 20th , 1932

Mr. H. B. Ayres,
M obile , Alabama.

Dear H arra l:-

Yours o f th e  18th rece iv ed  t h i s  a.m. I th ink  th i s  i s  th e  b e s t  
l e t t e r  you have w ritten  me s in ce  you l e f t  h ere . You are ju s t now be
g in n in g  to  get th ose  people to  see th in g s  your way. The b ig  convention  
th at i s  to  be h e ld  in Mobile on th e  20th g iv e s  you ample tim e to  put 
over the b ig g e s t  th in g  th a t ever happened to  th e  OST. I thought i t  
was to  be February 20th . I am going to  su ggest th at for t h i s  m eeting  
th a t you get the d i s t r i c t  enginuers for th e  fed era l government for  
L o u isian a , Alabama, M is s is s ip p i and F lo r id a . I d on 't know how many 
d iv is io n s  t h i s  a f f e c t s  but I know i t  i s  two and maybe fou r. I f  you 
can get those d i s t r i c t  en g in eers on th e  job you w il l  have a much b e tte r  
chance o f  p u tt in g  i t  over because you know th in gs o f  t h i s  kind are ju s t  
e x a c t ly  what the government w ants. I w ouldn't stop a t t h i s .  I would 
go a f t e r  Mr. t * H. McDonald, C hief D irec to r  o f  the O ffic e  o f  P u b lic  
Roads. Senator Craft can g e t him a lr ig h t ,  and w h ile  I h aven 't met the 
new man that succeeds Fauntleroy for Texas and L o u is ia n a ,!  am supposing  
th a t he i s  at the A ustin Highway Commission m eeting tod ay . I am going  
up in  the morning before b r e a k fa s t , and w i l l  get Judge McCrory and Capt. 
Fauntleroy to  help  me touch him up on th e  Old Spanish T ra il th ru  L ou isiana  
s in c e  that i s  in  h is  d iv i s io n ,

I th ink  we had b e tte r  arrange for Dr. Johnston to  come down at 
th at tim e and b r in g  somebody from Houston and our fr ien d  McDonald from 
Beaumont and Lea from Orange and l e t  them boost the l iv e -w ir e s  th ru  
L o u isia n a , not so much for the number but good men who r e a l ly  stand  
for  som ething. In other words, i t  i s  q u a li ty  we are a f te r  now on t h i s  
p a r t ic u la r  o cca sio n .

I f  you th ink  i t  would be p o s s ib le  to  put on a Kiwanis run from 
Hcrmston we might try  i t .  I t  d o esn 't  c o s t  any more o t take any more tim e 
to  p u ll  t h i s  b ig  s t u f f  (p u b l ic i ty )  l ik e  Rountree i s  p u ll in g  than i t  does 
to  fo o l w ith  th e  " j itn e y " s tu ff  and not g e t anywhere. From a p u b lic it y  
stan d p oin t Rountree i s  as good as th ey  make them, but I understand he 
i s  lo s in g  h is  gr ip  w ith  h is  own people and I f e e l  ju s t  l ik e  Harry Locke 
does about h is  Phoenix s tu n t. Harry V/elch,who has been secre ta ry  for  
th e  chamber o f  commerce at Phoenix for the l a s t  ten  y ea rs , i s  a p erson a l 
fr ie n d  o f  mine and I am going  to  send him a lo t  o f OST c lip p in g s  on the  
Mexican d iv is io n .  This w i l l  g iv e  him an opportunity  to  do us some good 
out th e r e . I,f i t  i s  at a l l  p o s s ib le  to  get th in g s  in  shape I su re ly  would 
l ik e  to  be out a t Phoenix at that convention  because I c e r ta in ly  would 
" fix  h is  clock" on th e  s t u f f  he undertakes to  hand out on h is  Mt. P leasan t  
to  Laredo dope. There has been n oth ing  done on th i s  p r o p o s it io n , except 
he has t r ie d  aw fu lly  hard to  get organized  but so far  I have kept him 

from g e tt in g  any support south o f  Waco. I am going to  put the In ter 
n a tio n a l Peace Highway thru over th a t rou te from Quebec, Canada, v ia  
L o u is v i l l e ,  Kentucky; Poplar B lu f f , M issouri; L i t t l e  Rock, Texarkana,
Mt. P lea sa n t , T aylor, San A ntonio , w ith  o p tio n a l ro u te s  between San


