
San A nton io ,  Texas 
May 1 9 th ,  1927.

Mrs. M a t t i e  A u s t in  H a tch e r ,
A r c h iv i s t  U n iv e r s i ty  o f T exas, 
l i b r a r y  U n iv e r s i ty  of Texas,
A u s t in ,  Texas.

Dear Mrs. H atcher:

Your l e t t e r  of th e  1 6 th  w i th  su g g e s t io n s  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of 
l i t e r a t u r e  and legends  o f  Texas and the Old Spanish  T r a i l  i n t e r e s t s  
u s .  Y7e have a la r g e  c a l l  f o r  th e  o ld  Spanish  h i s t o r y  and s e v e r a l  
im p o r tan t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a re  i n  course  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  to meet th e se  
c a l l s .  I t  i s  a l s o  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  us t h a t  so many women are  
ta k i n g  an i n t e r e s t  j u s t  such  as  you su g g es t  in  making the Old Spanish  
T r a i l  l i v e  ag a in .  This i s  one of th e  p r e s e n t  r e a c t io n s  o f  today  now 
t h a t  our twelve y e a rs  b a t t l e  to  c o n s t r u c t  th e  highway a c ro s s  the  con
t i n e n t  i s  won.

I  enc lo se  l a s t  y e a r ' s  Year Book. We a re  p re p a r in g  now the  19S7 
Year Book which w i l l  be more complete h i s t o r i c a l l y ;  w i l l  c o n ta in  
numerous e tc h in g s  of o ld  Spanish m i s s i o n s , and t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
o ld  Spanish  names,and i f  th e s e  su g g e s t io n s  of yours cou ld  in  whole o r  
i n  p a r t  be in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  work we know from ex p er ien ce  t h a t  s c h o o ls ,  
c o l l e g e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  w r i t e r s  and t r a v e l e r s  w i l l  be g la d  to  
have i t .  We can only  g e t  th e se  p u b l i c a t i o n s  ou t by in c lu d in g  ad
v e r t i s i n g  t o  c a r r y  the  expenses ; i t  sometimes happens s u b m it t in g  the  
p rep a red  dummy to  c e r t a i n  people and g e t t i n g  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  to  
d e f r a y  c o s t s  th rough  th e  p e rso n a l  i n t e r e s t  we can  aroiise in  them.

So I w i l l  be more th an  g la d  to  u n d ers tan d  f u r t h e r  j u s t  what 
you might c o n t r i b u t e .  We a re  ad o p tin g  the  p o l i c y  of g iv in g  a l l  who 
he lp  us in  dev e lo p in g  the  o ld  h i s t o r y  and legends  c r e d i t  fo r  th e  
work th ey  a re  do ing .

S in c e re ly

EA/b
•enc. y b

H a rra l  A y re s ,
'OST Managing D ir e c to r
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