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>ng b e fo re  i t  became a f i e ld  f o r  p o l i t i f i a ]  c o n te s t  w i t h  P rance ,."

By way o f  the  G u lf 

2 There were fo u r  l in e s  o f ,  a pp roach  to  S panish Texas, th ro u g h  the  

deve lo pm e n t o f  w h ic h  a know ledge o f  th e  re g io n  was g ra d u a l ly  im fo ld e d ;  

(1 )  From th e  e a s t and s o u th , hy way o f the G u lf  o f  M e x ic o ; (2 )  fro m  the  

e a s t ,  by way o f  th e  v a s t  r e g io n  known in  e a r y days as la ,  F lo r id a ;

(5 )  fro m  the  w est and s o u th w e s t, by way o f  Mew M ex ico  and Bueva V iz c a y a ; 

and (4 ) fro m  th e  s o u th ,  th ro u g h  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  fluevo  Leon and C o a h u ila . "

5 There were numerous e x p lo ra t io n s  a round the  C u lr  fro m  1519 and a f t e r ­

w ards and some la n d in g s  b u t no in la n d  e x p lo ra t io n s  w o r th y  o f n o t ic e .

By Way o f F lo r id a  

4 1528, de Vaca and some 200 com panions c a s t  on th e  Texas s h o re .

1542 IIoscoso  le d  th e  s u r v iv o r s  o f  th e  J)e Soto e x p e d it io n  in to  Texas nea r the 

n o t th - e a s t  c o rn e r .

By ’Jay o f  Bew M exico 

5 . . . . " U n t i l  1685 v e s te rn  Texas was much b e t t e r  known than  th e  s o u th e rn  

p o r t io n ,  l y in g  n e a re r  M ex ioo , o r  than  th e  e a s te rn  p o r t io n ,  commonly 

re g a rd e d  as ' o l d '  T e x a s ."

Coronado is  re p o r te d  t o  have come by way o f  th e  P a c i f ic  s lo o e  to  

Bew M e x ic o , " g o in g ,  i t  is  b e l ie v e d ,  from  th e  upper Pecos r i v e r  s o u th e a s t-  

ward to  th e  u p p e r C o lo ra d o , th e n ce  n o r th  a c ro s s  the  B ra z o s , be d , Canadian 

and A rka n sa s  r i v e r s ,  eas tw a rd  in to  c e n t r a l  K ansas, and d i r e c t l y  back to  

th e  P e c o s ,"  T h is  seems to  in d ie  : te  t >r-1 Coronado fo l lo w e d  th e  p re s e n t 

co u rse  o f  th e  O ld Span; s ir  SBrr. i? fro m  th e  Pecos to  th e  B ra z o s .

A f t e r  Coronado f o u r  decades p a sse d ; the S p a n ia rd s  th e n  began a p ­

p ro a c h in g  by way o f th e  c e n t r a l  M ex ican  p la te a u  th ro u g h  C hihuahua and up 

th e  H i o Grande o r th e  P ecos.

(B e s t known e x p e d it io n s )  "F a th e r  xvodriguez in  1581, Pace jo  in  1582, 

C astano  de Sosa in  1590, B o n i l la  and Humana about 1595, and Juan de O nate ,


