
Hr. 5. A yres,
Eat tie"  " cu se ,
M obile, Alabama.

Dear B a r r e l: -

V’a returned  from th e  V alley  Saturday n ig h t about 10 :3 0 . I am 
e n c lo s in g  you a few o f  the c lip p in g s .' Haven't had time today to look  
thru  a l l ' t h e  papers but they c e r ta in ly  gave us a ro y a l welcome on our 
e n t ir e  t r ip .  * The only fa ll-d ow n  in  the program was that we stayed  a t  
F a lfu r r ia s  the f i r s t  n ig h t and th ere  cams up a storn  n ext morning about 
4 o 'c lo c k . V/e l e f t  F a lfu r r ia s  at 7:15 u.rn. in  the ra in  ana th e  ainu 
was blov/ing so hard th at i t  looked  as i f  th ere  n ig h t be daryor o f  ic  
tu rn in g  th e  car over.

V.'w jo t  out o f  the one storm b efo re  we jo t  to the B rooks-H idalgc  
county l in e  but by that tim e we began to  j e t  to  the poin t where the  
ra in  was h e a v ie r . They had about a s ix  inch ra in  from there bo San 
Juan. F ortunately  the e n t ir e  road i s  near! 5 c mpl ited  a cro ss  the sand. 
There were n ine m ile s  on the lower end th a t had a b ig  p i l e  o f  brush  
every f i f t y  f e e t .  I cou ld  clim b about tw o -th ird s  o f  th e  brush p i l e s  
w ith the car , but o n e-th ird  o f  them were tr e e s  th a t I d id n 't  ware 
ta c k le ,  sc I had th e  three fe l lo w s  p u li  t r e s s  out o f  th e  road, ar.d 
we got over th e  n ine m ile s  in  about two hours. T his threw us behind  
tim e o f cou rse . We were due ar H arlingen  at 13 and got th ere  a t 3 :5 0 .
I te lephoned  ahead and got them to  go ahead with th e  dinner p a rty  and 
postponed the mass m eeting from -2:15 so 3 ;3 0 , and th ey  arranged for 
the fun B enito  p eop le to  come over th ere  ana jo in t  them so we could  
jvajp from H arlingen to  B ro w n sv ille , f t  the n ig h t m eeting in  Browns
v i l l e  in  the chamber o f  Commerce every a v a ila b le  inch  o f  space was 
ta k en , in c lu d in g  stand ing  room arouna the w a ils ,  and th e  outer o f f ic e  
was f u l l  o f  p eop le . The in t e r e s t  was f in e .  On our return  th ere  were 
about 200 at L aFeria , ever 300 at B arcodes, and a l l  the other towns 
along  the l in e  had good crowds.

He had about 250 at HcAller.ond would have had more only i t  seems 
th at S ecretary  Lewis t r ie d  to  s i  op'1 the game or d id n 't  carry out h is  
p art o f  the program. I found that oneiof the members o f  the board o f  
d ir e c to r s  o f  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce was an c la  tim e fr ien d  o f  mine 
and used to  work for me. I ju s t  to la  aim what I thought o f Hr. Lewis 
as a commercial secre ta ry  and he ad v ised  me th at he f e l t  ju s t  l ik e  I 
d id . Ed B entley  i s  P resid en t o f  the Chamber o f  Commerce and Ed a ls o  
e x p r a ss ih im se lf  the same way. At 3 o 'c lo c k  th a t a fternoon  the board 
c f  d ir e c to r s  had Hoy Hardin, secre ta ry  a t  . i s s io n ,  come over and they  
h ired  him away from M ission . Hr. Lewis 'was out o f  town and I gu ess he 
i s  lo o k in g  for another job by th i s  tim e. In  a way t h i s  seems l ik e  
ra th er  harsh methods but I am going to  have an o rg a n iza tio n  in  aach 
one c f  those towns i f  I have to  import someone to  organ ize i t  and be 
members o f  i t .  I w i l l  be aw fu lly  badly  fo o led  i f  I d o n 't orga. iz a  
Mercedes as scon as I can g e t back to  them.

I am ju s t  in  r e c e ip t  o f  your l e t t e r  o f  the 3 1 s t .  Note what ycu 
say and a p p rec ia te  your con fid en ce in  me, and I d o n 't want to  jump the 
game but I ca n 't  a fford  to fo o l along w ith  t h i s  p ro p o s itio n  in  th i s  
shape. The A sso c ia tio n  owes me a hundred d o lla r s  from la s t  month and 
v l7 5  for t h i s  month, making 0 3 7 5 ., b e s id e s  some expense money. So ycu

San A ntonio, T exas. 
Ami’l l  3rd , 1923


