
Sp a n is h  Tr a il

TELEPHONE CROCKETT 2 2 6 8

S A N  A N T O N I O .  T E X A S .

S ep t.  23, 1922

Dear S i r :

I t  h as  j u s t  come to  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  l e t t e r s  were 
sen t  out by Mr. H. 5. Ayres r e g a r d in g  th e  c o n n ec t io n  o f  Mr. J.W. 
F ran c is  w i th  th e  Old S panish  T r a i l  A s s o c i a t io n ;  and in  o rd e r  to  
a cq u a in t  you w ith  the  t r u e  f a c t s  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  m a t te r ,  I  am 
h e re w ith  i n c l o s i n g  a  s ta te m e n t  e x p la in in g  t h e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  I  as 
P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  had w i th  Mr. f r a n c i s .

I am a l s o  informed t h a t  c e r t a i n  l e t t e r s  were sen t  out which 
a r e  l i k e l y  to  be c o n s t ru e d  as  a r e f l e c t i o n  upon th o s e  in  charge  
o f  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  as  c o o ra t io n  in  th e  San An to n io  o f f i c e .  
T h e re fo re ,  in  o rd e r  to  c o r r e c t  any e r ro n eo u s  im p ress io n  ga ined  
from th e s e  l e t t e r s ,  I  wish to  say  t h a t  I  have today  examined the  
r e p o r t  o f  th e  a u d i t o r s  V,’. M. Aikman & Go, who have j u s t  completed 
an a u d i t  o f  th e  books o f  th e  Old Spanish  'T ra il  A s s o c ia t io n ,  and 
t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  shows t e a t  t h e r e  have been no t r a n s a c t i o n s  in  
th e  San Antonio O f f ic e  n o t  in  k eep in g  w i th  good b u s in e s s  p r a c t i c e

For your f u r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  I  wish to  say  t h a t  Mr, D. E.
Colp i s  th e  r e g u l a r l y  a u th o r i s e d  manager o f  th e  Western D ep ar t
ment o f  th e  OST from Orange r c  San Diego; t h a t  Mr. R. E. Thompson 
i s  manager o f  th e  membership d epartm en t  o f  th e  w es te rn  d i v i s i o n ;  
and t h a t  Mr, D. M. Shreve i s  manager o f  th e  mapping and marking 
d i v i s i o n .

As p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  I  f e e l  t h a t  I should  keep 
in  c lo s e  to u ch  w ith  c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  OST in  each l o c a l i t y  
and I  would t h e r e f o r e  a p p r e c i a t e  ad v ice  from any one i n t e r e s t e d  
in  t h e  su c c e s s  o f  th e  OST work; and i f  you have an y th in g  to  sug
g e s t ,  p l e a s e  le x  me h e a r  from you.

Yours t r u l y

P r e s i d e n t .
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