
io o ,  in  th a  Texas In d ia n s .

I t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  a l l  th e s e  fo rc e s  w ere  le a d in g  s lo w ly  h u t  s u re ly  to  

th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  c e n t r a l  and e a s te rn  Texas, even in  tha absence o f  th e  

s t im u lu s  o f  fo r e ig n  a g g re s s io n .  B u t th e  o ld  in t e r e s t s  were now a l l  q u ic k ­

ened by rum ors o f  f o r e ig n  encro a ch m en t, and th e n c e fo r th  th e  v a r io u s  l in e s  

o f  advance r a p id ly  converged  and le d  t o  the  s e t t le m e n t  o f  the c o u n tr y  

beyond the  T r i n i t y .  A t th e  same tim e  th e  TIL Paso d i s t r i c t ,  a t  th e  o th e r  

extrem e o f  Texas, became d e f i n i t e l y  s e t t le d  as a r e s u l t  o f  a c o u n te r  

movement fro m  Hew M e x ic o .

19 The S e tt le m e n t o f  the K] Paso D i s t r i c t

The c e n te r  o f  the  p ro v in c e  o f  Hew M exico t r a n s fe r r e d  to . the  E l ??-so 

d i s t r i c t ,  rem a ined  to  end o f  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y .

In  1659, a m is s io n ,  H u e s tra  Senora de G uada lupe , was begun a t  E l 

jEaso, on th e  s o u th  s id e  o f  the r i v e r ,  and a s m a ll c i v i l  s e t t le m e n t  g rew 

up th e r e .  B e fo re  1680 a n o th e r  m is s io n ,  San F ra n c is c o  ne lo s  Sumas, was 

founded some tw e lv e  le a g u e s  down th e  r i v e r .  In  1680 th e  c o lo n y  re c e iv e d  

a la rg e  a c c re t io n  th ro u g h  th e  r e v o l t  o f  the P ueb lo  In d ia n s  o f  Hew M ex ico .

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h is  e v e n t a l l  th e  S p a n is h  in h a b i ta n ts  and the  In d ia n s  

o f  th re e  p u e b lo s  r e t r e a te d  down th e  r i v e r  and s e t t le d  a t  th e  Pass and a t 

d i f f e r e n t  p o in ts  be low  t h a t  p la c e  on b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  r i v e r  fo r  a d is ta n c e  

o f  tw e lv e  o r more le a g u e s . T here  were now in  o r  nea r th e  v a l l e y  s ix  

m is s io n s ,  G u a d a lu p e , San F ra n c is c o  de lo s  Sumas, Senecu, S o c o rro , I s le t s  

and S anta  G e r t r u d is ;  fo u r  S pan ish  v i l l a g e s  o r p u e b lo s , San L o ra n z o , San 

Pedro de A lc a n ta r a ,  ‘-'an Jose and I s l e t s :  and th e  p r e s id io  o f  EL Paso.

20 1683, Mendoza e x p e d it io n  w i t h  F a th e r  Lonez s ta r te d  fo r  th e  Jumanos

o f  th e  U ueces. T h is  was th e  e x p e d it io n  th a t  w ent up th ro u g h  the  B ig  Bend

c u n t r y  to  p ro b a b ly  th e  Concho- r i v e r .  Juan S abaa ta , a Jumano In d ia n ,  u rged

th e  m is s io n a r ie s  to  come sp e a k in g  o f  t h i r t y  t r i b e s  e a s tw a rd .

"Among more th a n  t h i r t y  t r i b e s  w h ich  he named as l i v i n g  tow ard  th e  e a s t 
w e re , . th e ,1 extended  n a tio n , o f  th e  Human a s , * th e  ’ g re a t  kingdom  o f th e  T e x a s ,1 
and th e  g re a t  kingdom  o f  P .u iv ir a .  ’ He to ld  p a r t i c u la r l y  o f  th e  ’ g re a t


