
THE MEMBERSHIP PLAQUE 
A D e s c r ip t io n  o f  i t s  Symbols and H is t o r ic a l  pairfcs

T his p laq u e has been  i n  p r o c ess  o f  developm ent fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  have b een  th e  d ig g in g  up o ld  h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta  and th en  f in d in g  an 
a r t i s t  th a t  cou ld  weave i t  in t o  a d e s ig n  th a t  would bo both a r t i s t i c  and h i s 
t o r i c a l l y  a u th e n tic *

R esearch es have been  condu cted  a t  th e  L ibrary o f  C ongress a t  W ashington, 
th e  f la r e ia  o ld  S p a n ish  L ib rary  a t  A u stin  and th ru  c o n s u lta t io n s  w ith  many 
peop le*  R esearch es a ls o  have le d  in t o  t h e  h is to r y  and developm ent o f  f la g s  
from rem ote t im e s ,  and in to  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  a n c ie n t h er a ld r y , and o f  co a ts  
o f  arms, and in t o  th e  s p i r i t  and c h a r a c ter  o f  th e  kn ighthood o f  th e  o ld  Spanish  
p e r io d . S p an ish  a r t  and romance reached  supreme p in n a c le s  in  th e  p er io d  o f  
th e  Em pire.

The DESIGN i s  a cco rd in g  to  th e  o ld  Sp an ish  a r t i s t r y  o f  th e  d isc o v er y  p e r io d .

The ROYAL BANNER was th e  f l a g  o f  S p a in  o f  th a t  p e r io d , sy m b o liz in g  th e  k in g 
doms o f  c a s t l e s  and l io n s  ( o f  C a s t i l e  and Leon) o f  I s a b e l la .  Ferdinand was o f  
Aragon.

-
The WHITE BANNER was th e  f l a g  p r e se n ted  to  Columbus by Quden I s a b e l la .  The 

F and Y sy m b o lize  F erdinand and Y s a b e l la .  The green  c r o s s  sym b olizes  C h r is t ia n 
i t y }  g reen  i s  th e  c o lo r  o f  h o p e . White sym b olizes th e  p u r ity  o f  t h e i r  p u rp oses. 
Columbus p la n te d  f i r s t  th e  R oyal B anner, th en  th e  White Banner.

The ROYAL BANNER was c a r r ie d  th ru  a l l  th e s e  lan d s as th o se  rem arkable men 
c a r r ie d  on t h e ir  d is c o v e r ie s  and c o n q u es ts .

The NAMES around th e  border are o f  o u ts ta n d in g  d is c o v e r e r s  and c o n q u is ta -  
dores o f  th e  p er iod ,.

The SCROLL WORK i s  co p ied  from o ld  d e s ig n s .

The HEMET AND FEATHERS sy m b o lize  th e  kn ighthood o f  th e  p e r io d . The 
fe a th e r s  in d ic a t e  a  k n ig h t or n o b le .  ■

The SHIELD i s  a h i s t o r i c  shape fo r  th e  p e r io d .

The BAND OF THE SHIELD w i l l  ca rry  sym bols some o f  which w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  
from  th e  sym bols shown h e r e . On th e  band th e  SHELL sym b olizes  adventures be
yond th e  s e a .  I t  was a ls o  u sed  by th e  padre3 in  t h e i r  r3ligio^^s r i t e s  and i s  
found in c o rp o ra ted  in t o  some o f  th e  m is s io n  a r c h it e c tu r e .  The CROSS l ik e  an 
X sy m b o lizes  c ru sa d es  o r  c r u sa d e r s . An ERMINE may be fehown; i t  sym b olizes th e  
p u r ity  and d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  th e  k n ig h t ly  p u rp o ses . The AZTEC SUN SYMBOL and i 
a ls o  th e  SUN SYMBOL o f  th e  A rizon a and New’ M exican In d ia n s may be used  t o  
sym b olize  th e  f a i t h  and b e l i e f s  o f  o r ig in a l  A m ericans.
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