
one m is s io n s  were b u i l t  and t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f f e r e d  to  th e  w a y fa re rs  in  

th a t  w ild  p e r io d . ]?rom S t .  A u g u stin e  m is s io n s  were p la n te d  n o rthw ard  

in to  G e»rg ia  and w estw ard  to  th e  T a lla h a s s e e  c o u n try  w here th e  t r a i l s  o f  

th e  e a s t  and th e  w est jo in e d  in  F lo r id a .

From th e s e  t r a i l s  or highways o th e r s  b ran ch ed  u n t i l  a l l  th e  S o u th ern  

B o rd e rlan d s  t h r i l l e d  to  th e  romance and tr a g e d y  o f  c o n q u e ro rs  and e x p lo r e r s ,  

s e t t l e r s  and m i s s io n a r ie s ,  a d v e n tu re rs  and d re a m e rs - - -a .l l  a p a r t  o f - th e  

g r e a t  games o f em pire t h a t  f o r  th r e e  hundred  y e a rs  were p lay ed  to  w in and 

lo s e .  The Old S pan ish  T r a i l  of to d a y  t i e s  th e  o ld  t r a i l s  and th e  new ro a d s  

to g e th e r  in to  th e  g r e a t  s o u th e rn  tra v e lw a y  to  open anew th e  Isolds from 

F lo r id a  to  C a l i f o r n ia  f o r  th e  m odern-day e x p lo r e r .

W herever th e s e  S p an ish  works rem ain  in  ru in s  or in  s e r v ic e  th e r e  

a ls o  a re  leg en d s  and lo r e  t h a t  b r ig h te n  th e  s c r o l l s  o f l i f e .  i i t  th e  

O ld es t House a t  S t .  A u g u stin e  lo v e r s  s t i l l  v i s i t  th e  W ishing ’. / e l l  and a t  

San Diego th e r e  too i s  th e  'Wishing ' / e l l  a t  th e  o ld  home made memorable

by th e  s to r y  o f Hamona. At San A nton io  a t  C h r is tm a s tid e  th e  peop le  o f th e
/

o ld  f a i t h  s t i l l  c e le b ra te  th e  Los Pa s t o r e s , th e  d e v o tio n a l p la y  o f  th e  

B i r th  o f th e  Redeemer.


