
S o c ie ty  m a rke r you use in  y o u r  b o o k le t  I  nave n e ve r n o t ic e d  n o r have  I  
any in fo rm a t io n  in  re g a rd  to  i t .  Tne c i t y  o f  S t .A u g u s t in e  was in  1586 
on and so u th  o f  S t .F ra n c is  S t .  where th e  O ld e s t  House i s  and a ro a d  o r  
t r a i l  c ro sse d  th e  M a r ia  Sanchez c re e k  a t  S t .F ra n c is  S t .  ls . te r  moved s o u th  
to  B r id g e  S t. th e  n e x t  b lo c k  s o u th .T h e re  was a ls o  a t r a i l  c ro s s in g  th e  
M a r ia  Sanchez s o u th  o f  t h i s  c i t y  to  P o in t  Buena E spe ranza  where th e re  
was an In d ia n  v i l l a g e  . T h is  t r a i l  w o u ld  nave c rosse d  tn e  San S e b a s tia n  
to  w ha t i s  now W ildw ood p a rk  and I  remember y e a rs  ago w a lk in g  th ro u g h  a 
n a rro w  p a th  th e re  c a l le d  th e  In d ia n  t r a i l .  T h is  w ou ld  le a d  o u t to  th e  
roa d  where th e  m a rke r i s  and fro m  th e re  n o r th  w e s t to  P ic o la ta  o r  s o u th  
to  P a la tk e  and Tampa and s o u th  to  th e  E a s t C o a s t. K in g  s t r e e t  th e  p re s e n t  
D ix ie  ro a d  w e s t was b u i l t  l a t e r  by th e  E n g l is h .  The e a r l i e s t  a c c o u n t o f  
th e se  t r a i l s  we have i s  in  th e  in s p e c t io n  o f  tn e  f o r t  by A lv a ro  F lo re s  
v i s i t o r  f o r  n is  M a je s ty  in  1578 .P ro fe s s o r  B o lto n  s e n t us a t r a n s la t io n  
o f  p a r t  o f  t h i s  made by M is s  R oss. W ith  tn e  map o f  D rake o f  1586 one can 
f o l lo w  i t  anu f i n d  i t  c o r r e c t .  M rs .C o n n o r th in k s  tn e  f o r t  o f  1578 was on 
A n a s ta s ia  Is la n d  o r  N o r th  Beach b u t I  t h in k  she i s  m is ta k e n . D r.C a c e re s  
in  h is  a c c o u n t o f  S t .A u g u s t in e  o f  1574 w r i t e s  " S ancto  A g u s t in  .w here  th e  
f o r t  and p e o p le  f i r s t  w e re , i s  a s m a ll is l3 .n d  ,and  Santo A g u s t in  where th e  
f o r t  and p e o p le  now a re  i s  a n o th e r .w h ic h  i s  c lo s e  to  th e  f i r s t  where th e  
f o r t  was a t  f i r s t .  T h is  p la c e  where i t  i s  now i s  i s  a lm o s t an is la n d  , 
because i t  i s  a lm o s t e n t i r e l y  s u rro u n d e d  by w a te r  .a lth o u g h  i t  i s  open on 
s id e  where one can pass to  t e r r a  f i r m a .  I t  i s  in  tw e n ty -n in e  d eg rees  and 
a h a l f ;  i t  i s  th re e  o r  fo u r  le a g u e s  lo n g ,a n d  has l i t t l e  w id th  . f o r  i t  i s  
as n a rro w  as h a l f  a le a g u e  , in  some p a r ts  le s s .E v e ry  y e a r  th e  sea co ve rs  
a good p a r t  o f  th e se  la n d s ;  i t  i s  a l l  wooded w i t h  l iv e o a k s ,p in e s ,a n d  oaks, 
and g ro v e s  o f  low  pa lm s f u l l  o f  r o o t s e t c . "  t r a n s la te d  by M is s  Ross fro m  
th e  o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r  in  h a n d - w r i t in g  o f  D r .C a c e re s . From In s p e c t io n  ox La 
F lo r id a  in  1578 " One cannon o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  q u i n t a l s - - i t s  a im  i s  to w a rd s  
th e  b a r  o f  t h i s  f o r t . ------- A n o th e r  r e in fo r c e d  cannon o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  q u in ta 
l s  and s i x t y - f o u r  pounds - - i s  p o in te d  a t  th e  b a r  o f  t h i s  f o r t * ---------A n o th e r
r e - in fo r c e d  cannon o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  q u in ta ls  and tw e n ty - s ix  p o u n d s - - is  a im ed
a t  th e  b a r  o f  t h i s  f o r t  . ---------  A h a l f  c u lv e r in  ----- i t  i s  a im ed a t  th e  b a r
o f  t h . s  f o r t  .and  a t  th e  p o in t  o f  th e  ch a n ne l de s o le  .w h ic h  i s  on th e
n o r th  bank o f  th e  b a r . ------------------  A n o th e r  h a l f  c u lv e r in  — i t  i s  p o in te d
to w a rd s  th e  sho re  and a ro a d  w h ic h  i s  used by th e  In d ia n s  in  com ing o u t o f
a w o o d .------------- A n o th e r  h a l f - c u lv e r in  — i t s  a im  i s  above th e  r i v e r , i n  th e  m
m id d le  o f  th e  wood and a n o th e r  roa d  w h ic h  comes to  t h i s  f o r t  fro m  San M at
eo. --------------- One sa k e r o f  tw e n ty -o n e  q u in ta ls  and s i x t y - f o u r  pounas - - i t  i s
aimed to w a rd  a s t r e e t  in  th e  town .and  keeps to  th e  r i g h t  bank o f  th e  r i v 
e r . --------------- The p la t fo r m  i t i s  f i f t y - t w o  f e e t  w id e  and s e v e n ty - f iv e  lo n g  - -
i t s  le n g th  ru n s  n o r th  and s o u th  a lo n g  th e  beach ,ana  i t s  w id th  to w a rd s  the
wood e a s t and v /e s t . ---------He a ls o  fo u n d  in  th e  c a v a l ie r  a s m a ll cannon o f
e ig h te e n  q u in ta ls  - - i t  i s  a im ed to  g u a rd  one w a l l  o f  th e  f o r t  . to w a rd s  
th e  wood on th e  w e s t s id e ,a n d  g u a rd s  th e  e n tra n c e  to  th e  town fro m  those
who may come fro m  th e  w o o d .----------- G o ing  a lo n g  one s id e  o f  th e  w a l ls  o f  th e
f o r t  he fo u n d  on th e  so u th  s id e  a f a ls e  p o s te rn  w h ic h  s e rv e s  f o r  ta k in g  h  
o u t  men and p e r fo rm in g  s e c re t  m anoevers in  th e  tim e  o f  need.He fh a n d fo u n d  
in  th e  same w a l l  on th e  w e s t s id e  a la r g e  d o o r w i t h  an i r o n  b o l t ,w h ic h  
s e rv e s  f o r  th e  p u rpose  t h a t  has been spoken o f.T h e n  .g o in g  fo rw a rd  ,he  
fo u n d  a s m a ll do o r by w h ic h  one e n te rs  a c a v a l ie r  t h a t  th e  f o r t  nas on th e  
n o r th  s id e  .U n d e rn e a th  i t  he fo u n d  a p ie c e  o f  a r t i l l e r y  ,a  f a lc o n - - T h is  
p ie c e  i s  w e l l  m ounted .w i t h  a x e ls  and c a rr j:a g g s  and w h e e ls .T h e  p ie c e  i s  
a im ed a t  a s t r e e t  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  c i t y , s t r a ig h t  to  th e  s o u th ,a n d  i t  
g u a rd s  one w a l l  o f  th e  f o r t  on th e  w e s t s id e . - -  He a ls o  fo u n d  in  th e  
c a v a l ie r  a n o th e r  s m a ll cannon --m oun ted  on o lu  w h e e ls  and c a r r ia g e s  and i s  
p o in te d  to w a rd s  th e  wood w h ic h  i t  i s  g u a rd in g  ,b y  w n ic h  In d ia n s  can come


