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The follow ing D eclaration  ’07 the  Senators, Congressmen and o thers in  'Washing­
ton of the S ta te s  of the southern n a tio n a l highway from F lo rida  to  C a lifo rn ia  and 
Ilexico, and known as the Old Spanish T ra i l ,  was adopted June 1922.

1. This highway is  one of the  basic  tru n k lin es of the United S ta tes  system 
and anything th a t can he done to  hasten  i t s  completion w il l  he a serv ice  of na tion ­
a l  importance. I t  has been adopted by the s ta te s  as a primary highway in  the fed­
e ra l system fo r  a l l  i t s  mileage except p o ss ib ly  a hundred m iles s t i l l  subject to 
decision . Tens of m illio n s in  fe d e ra l,  s ta te  and lo ca l moneys are a v a ilab le  and 
construction  according to  fe d era l standards i s  p rogressing  ra p id ly , and th is  desp ite  
many areas of unusual d i f f ic u l ty .  Ju s tic e  to  the important co n stru ctio n  in  p rogress, 
or financed and soon to be s ta r te d ,  c a l ls  fo r  immediate e f fo r t  in  sec tions s t i l l  
in ac tiv e  th a t the serv ice  of an opened n a tio n a l tru n k lin e  may not bo denied because 
of b a r r ie r  sections s t i l l  unimproved.

2. The Old Spanish T ra il  i s  a n a tio n a l and in te rn a tio n a l tourist-w ay  of some 
4,000 m iles. I t  connects the  w inter playground sec tions popular w ith the  American 
people from 3 t. Augustine through Jack sonv ille , T allahassee , Pensacola, -.‘c h ile , the 
M ississipp i Gulf Coast, Hew Orleans, Hew Ib e r ia , Lake C harles, Houston, Galveston,
San Antonio, HI Fuse, Tucson, Phoenix and Yuma to Gan Diego and Los Angeles, and 
through Texas i t  embraces the land of Old Uexico. Because of i t s  w inter sunshine, 
i t s  Gulf p leasu res in  summer, and i t s  background of ancient and romantic h is to ry , 
i t s  development w il l  make i t  the n a tu ra l re so r t of the Forth  American people. When 
the nanerour hi,,in.ays from the Forth , now b u ild in g , are completed th is  southern 
tru n k lin e  must absorb and care fo r  the mass of tra v e l th a t w ill  seek these southern 
borderlands.

3. I t  i s  the one n a tional highway in  the United S ta tes  of d irec t m ili ta ry  
va lue , fo r i t  embraces a l l  the extensive m ili ta ry , naval and a i r  defenses and depots 
of the Gulf Coast and of the "ex ican  Border, and i t  connects these w ith  the defenses 
of the South A tlan tic  and the South P a c if ic  seaboards. There i s  a la rg e r  concentra­
tio n  of na tio n a l defenses and supplies on th is  highway than  any o ther in  the land.

4. Therefore, in  the pub lic  in te re s t  and fo r  the sake of the a ll- th o -y e a r  
serv ice  th is  highway w ill  render to  the t ra v e le rs  of the n a tio n , and fo r  i t s  value 
to  the m ili ta ry  arms of the Government, general cooperation and e f fo r t  are  urged to 
complete i t  and open i t  from sea to sea in  type and ch aracte r equal to the serv ice  
i t  w ill  be c a lle d  upon to  render.


