
LA K E  H IG H LA N D S  C L U B  HOUSE

CLERMONT. FLORIDA

J a n . IJ ,  1922.

M r.H .B .A y re s ,
Managing D ir e c to r ,
O ld S panish  T r a i l ,
The B a t t le  House,
M o b ile ,A la .

My Dear M r.A y re s ;—

A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  Tampa T r ib u n e ,o f  y e s te rd a y ,J a n .1 2 ,th e  id e a  
o f  commemorating th e  4 00 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  th e  la n d in g  o f  de N arvaez  
b y  th e  h o ld in g .o f  a w o r ld 13 f a i r , i n  Tampa, d u r in g  th e  w in te r  o f  1928-9, 
was endorsed by  th e  b o a rd  o f  g ove rn o rs  o f  th e  Tampa board  o f  t ra d e ,  

t a t  a m e e tin g  h e ld  Wednesday.

, So f a r  so g o o d ,b u t th e  newspapers o f  th e  s ta te  and p a r t i c u l a r ly
1 o f  Tampa haven’ t  caugh t th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  th in g .  I  am n o t  so i n t e r 

e s te d  in  h av in g  a w o r ld 's  f a i r  h e ld  a t  Tampa as I  am in  h a v in g  g iv e n  
th e  n ew sp a pe rs ,n o t o n ly  o f  F lo r id a  b u t  o f  th e  e n t i r e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
and th e  w o rld ,c a u s e  f o r  p r in t in g  pages a b o u t F lo r id a .  The Jackson 
v i l l e  papers have g iv e n  th e  id e a  more space and b e t te r  h e a d lin e s  th a n  
have th e  Tampa p ap e rs . The l a t t e r  gave th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  id e a  was 
endorsed b y  th e  b oa rd  o f t ra d e  b u t 20 l in e s  down in  th e  body o f  th e  
s to r y  c o v e r in g  th e  b oa rd  o f tra d e  m e e tin g . I  have w r i t te n  C o l.W .F . 
S to v a l l , e d i t o r  o f  th e  T r ib u n e  re g a rd in g  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f th e  sug
g e s t io n  b u t  I  c a n 't  g e t a r i s e  o u t o f  h im  f u r t h e r  t t e n  t o  have th e  
m a tte r  fu rn is h e d  h im  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n ,p r in t e d  i n  th e  pap e r.

W h ile  I  am d isco u ra ge d  I  am n o t  ly in g  down on th e  p r o p o s i t io n .
I  am s t i l l  w r i t in g  le t t e r s  to  i n f l u e n t i a l  in d iv id u a ls  and s to r ie s  f o r  
th e  newspapers w ith  th e  hope o f  n u rs in g  th e  ide a  t o  a p o in t  v/here i t  
can fo r c e  i t s e l f  a lo n g . I  s t i l l  re g a rd  i t  as F lo r id a 's  one chance to  
g e t i n t o  th e  newspapers o f th e  w o r ld  on a news b a s is .  P e rs o n a lly  I  
h a v e n 't  a n y th in g  t o  g a in  b y  th e  h o ld in g  o f  th e  proposed f a i r , o r  t o  
lo s e  i f  i t  i s  n o t  h e ld .  I  l i v e  in  Texas and I  am g o in g  back th e r e .  B u t, 
h a v in g  s ta r te d  th e  th in g  I  want t o  see som eth ing  made o f  i t .  I f  th e  
Tampa newspapers w i l l  o n ly  g e t o u t and g e t under in  th e  r i g h t  way 
th e y  can p u t . i t  ove r a,.d p u t i t  o ve r b ig .  I f  th e y  c a n ' t  o r w o n 't  see 
i t  th e  o n ly  th in g  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  us i s  t o  d ro p  i t  and f i n d  som eth ing  
e ls e  w ith  w hich  to  amuse o u rs e lv e s .

I  am g la d  to  see you move e a s tw a rd . There has been to o  much
(O ve r)


