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o f the Highway Commissioners to  jo in  you and a committeeman from 
M obile, to  v i s i t  the  Bureau of P ub lic  Roads in  W ashington, i t  seems 
to  me you would e lim in a te  any f r i c t io n  w ith the S ta te  Highway D epart
ment because they  would be ta k in g  p a r t  in  i t  and th e re fo re  they  would 
no t fe e l th a t  you were try in g  to  go over th e i r  heads but sim ply t r y 
ing to  help  them. You must n e c e s s a r ily  be c a re fu l about s e le c tin g  a 
commissioner to  go w ith you. D on't take the  " ru n t” commissioner*

The Corpus to P t. Isab e l beaflfh d r iv e  i s  ju s t  as so lid  ap p a ren tly  
as a paved s t r e e t  and an autom obile sc a rce ly  makes a tra c k . But I 
h a v e n 't  seen th i s  since  th e  Corpus storm and o f course I d o n 't  know 
what cond ition  the beach i s  in  a t  p re s e n t ,  but i f  i t  i s  p r a c t ic a l ly  
in  the same shape i t  used to  be th e re  a re  a b so lu te ly  no problem s to  
so lv e . Some of th ese  sp o r ts  a re  a lre ad y  wanting to  stage  an autom obile 
ra c e  as an opening event when th is  i s  ready fo r u se . I am thinking- 
very  se rio u s ly  o f forming a l i t t l e  stock  company to  b u ild  the t r e s t l e  
from Corpus, and put in  one or two barges a t P t.  Isabel-, and then 
p u t on the ra c e s  and charge adm ission fees  and to g e th er w ith th e  
fa re s  and fees  I th in k  we could jj:op up enough to  make i t  worth w hile 
and the p u b lic i ty  would be of such n a tu re  i t  would go a l l  over the 
U nited S ta te s .

The two m illio n  d o l la r  race  p la n t a t  Matamoras seems to  be 
assu red . Work is  a lread y  begun, and I understand  the  prom oters say 
they  have i t  a l l  financed  and no th ing  to  do now but complete the 
b u ild in g s , race  t ra c k , e tc .  Thi3 w il l  p u ll  thousands o f people from 
C a lifo rn ia  in  the w in ter tim e and send them on to  F lo rid a , and i t  
w i l l  p u ll  thousands from F lo rid a  in  th e  sp ring  and summer and send 
them to  C a lifo rn ia . So you can see what an immense value t h i s  would 
be to  the Old Spanish T ra il  from one end to  th e  o th e r . And th e re  w ill 
h a rd ly  be room in  th e  road fo r the people from c e n tr a l  and n o rth  Texas , 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, M issou ri, and Kansas, th a t w il l  swarm over the  
Brow nsville D iv ision  the year around.

I wish we had s u f f ic ie n t  fund3 and competent help to  pu t about 
ten  good men on the Old Spanish T ra il  work fo r a  year and -let me de
vo te my e n t ir e  time to  the B row nsville Mexico D iv is io n . I b e lie v e  
th a t I could give those people such se rv ic e  and keep them pepped up 
to  such an ex ten t they would p la n t palm s, g r a p e f r u i t ,  oranges and 
pecans, and probably peaches and f ig s  and a  few s tra w b e rr ie s  and 
dew berries along the  ro ad sid e  from San Antonio to  B row nsville . This 
looks p r e t ty  b ig , d o n 't  i t ?  You could hard ly  imagine anyone th in k in g  
in  such term s as t h i s ,  but I guess you have found out by th i s  tim e 
I can th in k  b ig  th in g s  whether I get them over or n o t. I

I am very much d e lig h te d  to  inform you th a t a f te r  going to  
A lice  and s e le c tin g  a new com m issioners' c o u r t. Judge and four 
com m issioners, to  be pu t in  the f i e ld  a g a in s t th e  p re se n t c o u r t , to  
be known as the "good roads commissioners co u rt"  and the  p re se n t 
co u rt to  be known as the  "an ti-good  roads c o u r t" ,  th a t i t  had the  
d e s ire d  e f f e c t .  Made Judge M ullins ge t h is  commissioners to g e th e r  
in  executive se ssio n  and they sen t him to A ustin  l a s t  Monday to  t r y  
to  ge t the Cpmmissioners to  waive the  maintenance c lause  in  th e  con
t r a c t  a f te r  th re e  years from l a s t  November. Re d id n 't  seem to  get 
much encouragement and he came to  me and asked me to  help  him to


