
REPORT so TEH ADVISORY BOARD OP SHE OLD SPANISH TRAIL 
AS SAir AIT SOI: 10 0C20BER IV ,  1922 BY SEE HAT AG It! G DISECS OS

There h a s  Beer, b o  much po iso n  spread abroad in  re c e n t months', and 
so man,7 d e m o ra liz in g  in f lu e n c e s  th a t  a re  m e re ly  demagogic p re te nce  
a t  good f o r  the  Old Spanish T r a i l  t h a t  as a. p e rs o n a l m a tte r  1 would bo 
w i l l i n g  tc  g iv e  a l l  th e  fa c ts  to  th e  members' and th e  newspapers and 
l e t  the  t r ib u n a l  o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n  a c t .  I n t r ig u e  and m is re p re s e n ta tio n  
w ou ld  the n  soon a to p , and th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  pe op le  in  t h i s  p ro je c t*  
w ould re a c t  and' g ive  i t  new l i f e .  I  had no t"been  b a c t in  sen A n ton io  
from  th e  e a s te rn  khsk  ar.fi £ m a  th e  W ashington v/ork two weeks b e fo re  I  
had a l l  th e  ev idence reeded f o r  t h is  p o l ic y  o f  p u b l ic i t y .

But th e re  were many in  Ban A n to n io  who ha ve  supported t h is  work s in ce  
H eadquarte rs  has been h e re , and as 3an A n to n ia ns  and as Texans th e y  Pre­
fe r re d  to  work out th e  s i t u a t io n  c o n s t r u c t iv e ly  and prove  th a t  gar A n ton io

th a t  had ope ra ted  so r e c k le s s ly  in  my sc von. monchs aosence.
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fa c ts  f r e e  from  a l l  p e rs o n a l c n s id e ra t io n s ,  so I  a p p o in te d  a eo m u itte o  
o f  f i v e  s u b s ta n t ia l and s u c c e s s fu l bu s in ess  men. o f  Bar A n to n io  to  in v e s t ­
ig a te  and r e p o r t .  A l l  these  men Jjave boon icmbors o f  the A s s o c ia t io n  
from  th e  b e g in n in g  and fo u r  o f  them a ro  members' o f  th e  a d v is o ry  Board . 
T h e ir  b u s in ess  s ta n d in g  assu res t h e i r  independence. To in s u re  a th o ro  
and im p a r t ia l  in v e s t ig a t io n  th e  p u b l ic  a u d ito rs  p re v io u s ly  employed by 
th e  . r e s id e n t ,  and a ls o  th e  a t to rn e y s  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  were p lace d  
a t  th e  command o f  t h i s  Com m ittee. Tho re s id e n t accep ted  t h i s  
com m ittee as s a t is f a c to r y  and agreed to  ab id o  by i t s  c o n c lu s io n s .

' This" Committee, 's a j  th e  a u d i to r s ,  and th e  a t to rn e y s ,  spent a month 
in q u ir in g  in to  a l l '  a c t i v i t i e s .  A i-joro a u d it  o f  books d o e s n 't n e c e s s a r ily  
show re c k le s s  o r  in ju d ic io u s  d isbu rsem en ts , w a s te fu l p o l ic ie s ,  s tu p id  
methods, i l l e g a l  oonuuct o r f a ls e  re p re s e n ta t io n .

* T h is  Committee lias  been ready to  re p o r t  air.ee dept ember 1 8 th . T.y 
one ezeuso and a n o th e r th o  m ee ting  o f  th o  A d v is o ry  Board to  re c e iv e  th a t  
r e p o r t  hag boon do la yod . M eanwhile in  kee p ing  w ith  my d e s ire  to  a l lo w  
th e  Committee a b s o lu te  freedom  I  have re f ra in e d  from  assuming" c o n t ro l o f  
a f f a i r s .  I t  seems however th a t  th e  P re s id e n t lias take n  advantage o f  
t h is  a t t i t u d e ,  and in s te a d  o f  a w a it in g  the re p o r t  and recommendations 
o f  th e  Committeo and o f  t h is  A d v is o ry  B oard , ho has gone on more re c k le s s ly  
tha n  b e f r r e .

T h is  C o m it te o  now unan im ous ly  recommends th o  re s ig n a t io n  o f  th e  P re s id e n t. 
The re p o rtssh o w  th a t  th e  p o l ic ie s  in  fo rc e  b e fo re  th e  p e r io d  o f  u s u rp a tio n  
woro good and th e  a u d ito rs  recommend th e y  bo madgi the f ix e d  p o l ic ie s  
o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  and t h is  Committee accepts*" as p ro p e r f o r  th o  bu s in e ss ­
l i k e  conduct o f  th e  w ork.

The P re s id e n t now roxuaos to  re s ig n  d e s p ite  th e  f a c t  ho pledged h im s e lf  
b e fo re  t h is  Board to  ab id o  by th o  judgment o f  t h i s  Committee. T h is  
f i n a l  a c t  o f  d is c r e d i t ,  coup led  w i th  h is  co n tin u e d  e f f o r t s  to  con fuse th e  
issu e s  w i th  demagogic p re te n se s  makes i t "  necessa ry  to  g iv e  th e  whole 
s to ry  to  th e  p u b l ic ,  f o r  as re p u ta b le  men wo cannot c o n tin u e  to  keep


