
Lake Highlands club House
CLERMONT. FLORIDA

Feb.22,1922.

M r.H .B ,A y re s ,D ire c to r,
Old Spanish T r a i l ,
H ote l B a tt le ,
M o b ile ,A la .

Dear M r.A yres;—

Your p e n c il le d  note on the  copy o f Warren H.Manning'a le t t e r ,  
ask ing fo r  a copy o f the  OST b o o k le t,re c a lle d  th a t  I  am g r e a t ly  in  your 
debt in  the  m atte r o f  le t t e r s . The t r u th  is  th a t  I  have been under the  
weather f o r  seve ra l weeks p a s t - n o t  s io k  enough to  be in  bed bu t so 
la ck in g  in  "pep" th a t I  have no t f e l t  tho  urge to  pu t th e  j i t n e y  typ e 
w r i te r  in  commission when I  should do so. I  have been t ra v e lin g  around 
th e  s ta te , in  the  in te re s ts  o f  t h is  r e s o r t , f o r  th e  purpose o f le a rn in g  
what o th e r re s o r ts ,p a r t ic u la r ly  those in  the  in te r io r ,a r e  do ing i n  the  
way o f  a t t r a c t in g  and h o ld ing  to u r is t s ,  ^ t  has g iven  me an opportun
i t y  to  see much more o f  the  s ta te  than  I  m igh t see under o th e r c ircum 
stances and had I  been up to  oy usua l standard o f  energy I  m igh t have, 
w r i t te n  much which would have had a tendency to  a t t r a c t  a t te n t io n  to  
those sec tio ns  v is i te d  as w e ll as to  C lerm ont. No use ,how ever,in  c ry in g  
over s p i l t  m ilk .

When your in te rv ie w s  appeared in  the  Times Union o f Jackson
v i l l e  and th e  Tribune o f  Tampa,I had in  mind w r i t in g  you com plim enting 
you on the  p re s e n ta tio n  o f the  case o f the  OST to  th e  people o f  F lo r id a , 
b u t,a s  I  was s u ffe r in g  from  " c r a c k e r i t is n, I  kep t p u tt in g  i t  o f f  t i l l  I  
was ashamed to  mention i t .  I

I  have been t r y in g  ever s ince I  came to  F lo r id a  to  fina nce  
a t r i p  o f  Warren H,Manning,who i s  one o f the  most eminent landscape 
a r t is t s  in  the  U n ited  S ta te s . He lands i n  S t,A n d re w ,F la ,, t h is  morning 
and as th a t  p lace is  c lose to  the  o r ig in a l l in e  o f  the  OST he m ay,in  
the  la s t  a n a ly s is  be a v i t a l  fa c to r  i n  th e  m a tte r o f a rousing  in te re s t  
i n  th e  western p o r t io n  o f the  s ta te  i n  the  development a s p i r i t  o f  co
o p e ra tio n  which w l l l c do you sane good. There are no two ways about i t ;  
i f  you pound a t  a th in g  long enough and hard enough you w i l l  w in , i f , i n  
the  meantime you have no t starved to  death and when I  use the  word"you" 
in  th is  sense I  use i t  g e n e r ic a lly  ra th e r  than p e rs o n a lly . I  am t r y in g  
th is  m o rn ing ,to  ra is e  the  money w ith  which to  fin a n ce  Manning from


