
OI.I) SPANISH MISSION FIELDS OF THE 
SOUTHERN BORDERLAND COUNTRY

T Iio  ̂ S p a n is h  m is s io n s  w o re  n u m e ro u s  t h r u o u t  th e  S p a n is h 1'* 
p o s se s s io n s  in  th e  A m e ric a s .  F iv e  S p a n is h  m is s io n  c e n te r s  n ro  ' 
in  th e  p r e s e n t  U n ite d  S t a te s  a long : th e  O ld  S p a n is h  T r a i l ;  f o u r  
o f  th e s e  w e re  e x te n s iv e ly  d e v e lo p e d  o u tp o s t s  o f  t h e  m is s io n  
c h a in s  t h a t  r e a c h e d  f ro m  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  c e n te r s  in  M ex ico . 
N ew  O rle a n s  w a s  a  F r e n c h  m is s io n  c e n te r .  D u rin g : t h e  S p a n is h  
o c c u p a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  a n d  th e  M is s is s ip p i V a lley  S p a in  c s ta b -  ' 
l is h c d  m is s io n s  a n d  s e t t le m e n ts  h u t  la t e r  F r e n c h  in f lu e n c e  w a s  
r e - e s t a b l i s h e d .

S T . A U G U S T IN E , N O R T H  F L O R ID A , S O U T H  G E O R G IA  
F i r s t  w a s  S t .  A u g u s t in e , F l a . ,  s e t t le d  in  1505. T h c r o  a re  

r e c o rd s  o f  38 m is s io n s  in  th e  F l o r i d a  d i s t r i c t .  O ld  F o r t  S a n - ' 
L u is ,  T a l la h a s s e e  c o u n t r y ,  w a s  a n  im p o r t a n t  s e c tio n . T h e  • 
F l o r i d a  m is s io n s  w ere  p r o b a b ly  o f  w o o d en  c o n s t r u c t io n .  T h e  ' 
o n ly  s ta n d in g  r u in  k n o w n  is  o f  o y s te r  sh e ll c e m e n t  in  a  f o r e s t  
n o r th  o f  B r u n s w ic k , G a . (See  p n g e s  10 a n d  11.)

E L  F A S O —S A N T A  I E . T H E  Kl'O  G R A N D E  V A L L E Y  
S e c o n d , th e  S a n ta  F e — E l F a s o  d i s t r i c t .  D o n  J u a n  O fiato  

c o lo n ize d  n e a r  S a n ta  F o  b e g in n in g  15D8. T h e  E l  P a s o  m is s io n  
s e ttle m e n t, b e g a n  in  1650 a n d  .( lie  S p a n is h  c o lo n iz e d  f ro m  E l P a so  
to  S a n ta  F e . I n  1G80 th e  I n d ia n  re b e l l io n  a n d  m a s s a c re  o c c u r re d  
a ro u n d  ' A lb u q u e rq u e  a n d  S a n ta  F c ;  tlio  s u r v iv o r s  f e ll  b a c k  to  
th e  m is s io n  a t  E l P a s o , ,  a n d  a  n e w  g r o u p  o f  m is s io n s  i n  th o  
E l  P a s o  V a lle y  w a s  e s ta b l is h e d .  (Sep p a g e  30.)

SA N  A N T O N IO . E A S T  A N I)  S O U T H  T E X A S  
T h ir d ,  t h e  S a n  A n to n io  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  b e g in n in g ,  h o w e v e r, 

w a s  in  n o r th e a s te r n  T e x a s  (N a c o g d o c h e s  s e c tio n )  in  1000 w ith  
I n t e r m i t t e n t  a t te m p ts  to  e s ta b l i s h  m is s io n s  t h e re .  I n  171G-17 
f o u r  now  m is s io n s  w e re  e s ta b l i s h e d  th e re .  I n  1718 th o  m is s io n  
n o w  k n o w n  n s  th o  A la m o  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th o  p r e s e n t  S a n  
A n to n io  a n d  th e  r e m n r k a b lo  T e x a s  m is s io n  w o rk s  w ore  d e f in i te ly  
f o u n d e d . F iv e  m is s io n  g r o u p s  a n d  r a n c h o s  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  
th o  S a n  A n to n io  R i v e r ;  g r e a t  s to n o  c h u rc h e s  s t i l l  r e m a in  a n d   ̂ _ 
tw o  o f  th o  I r r ig a t in g  a q u e d u c ts  s t i l l  fu n c t io n . F o u r  o th e r  '  '  
m is s io n  f ie ld s  w e re  o c c u p ie d  in  s o u th e r n  T e x a s . (See  p a g e s  23,
24 a n d  20).

N O G -A LES—T U C S O N . S A N T A  C R U Z  V A L L E Y  O F  
M E X IC O  A N D  A R IZ O N A  

F o u r th ,  the. N o g a le s -T u c s o n  d i s t r i c t  in  A riz o n a . T h is  w o rk  
Is c o n te m p o r a n e o u s  w i th  n o r th e a s t  T e x a s  a n d  S a n  A n to n io . B e 
g in n in g  in  1GD1, t h e  m is s io n  e f f o r t s  s p r e a d  f n r  a n d  w id e ' nAd 
r e m a r k a b le  c h u rc h e s  w e re  b u i l t .  (S ee  p a g e s  33, 34, 35, 30.)

T H E  C A L IF O R N IA  C O A ST  
F i f t h ,  th o  C a lif o r n ia  g r o u p . T h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  a  d a y ’s  Jo u rn o y  

n p u r .t, 21 m is s io n s  in  n il  b e g in n in g  in  17G0 w ith  th e  M is s io n  S an  
D ie g o  do  A lc a la ,  n o w  S a n  D ie g o , a n d  e x te n d in g  n o r th  o f  Sa lt 
F r a n c is c o . ’ (See  p a g e s  3G, 37 a n d  38 ). i

N E W  O R L E A N S .' F R E N C H , W IT H  I T S  S P A N IS H  P f c l t lO D  •• 
T h e  ■ F r e n c h  m is s io n  c e n te r  w a s  a t  N ow  O rle a n s , ■cm brncinfr 

M o b ile  to  th o  c a s t  a n d  L a f a y e t to ,  L n . to  tlio  w e s t ,  a n d ' t h r u o u t  
O ld  iL o u ls lan a . D u r in g  tlio  S p a n is h  c o n t ro l  o f  L o u is ia n a  S p a n ish  
s e t t le m e n ts  a n d  in f lu e n c e  w e re  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h a t  c o u n t ry .  A  
C u n iin o  R e a l ( K in g ’s  H ig h w a y )  is  r e c o rd e d  f ro m  S t. L o u is  to  
th o  S p a n is h  F o r t  S a n  F e r n a n d o  ( C a ru t l io rs v i l lo ) ,  th e n  to  th o  
S p a n is h  C nm po  do  l a  E s p c rn n z a  in  A rk a n s a s  b e lo w  M e m p h is .
I n  S o u th  L o u is ia n a ,  o n  th o  O S T , i s  - N ow 1- I b e r i a ,  a n  A c a d ia n —'  
F r e n c h  c i t y . - N e a r  b y  16 a  lu k c  k n o w n  n s  S p n n ish  L a k e . I b e r i t t  
'I s  a d  a a c le f i t  S p u n ls h  t r i b e  n a m e .
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