
San A ntonio, Taxas, 
February 15th , 1922

Mr. H. B. Ayres,
M obile, Alabama.

Dear H arral:-

E nclosed p le a se  fin d  copy o f  l e t t e r  from Mr. Bourg o f  Thibodaux, 
L ou isian a , which i s  se lf -e x p la n a to r y ;  togeth er  w ith  my r e p ly .

We are b e t t in g  on you p u tt in g  over th e  b rid ge p r o p o s it io n , and 
t h i s  i s  another case where i  w ish i t  was p o s s ib le  for me to  come down 
and spend a week with you and get b e tte r  acquainted  w ith th a t end o f  
th e  work as w e ll as th e  p eo p le .

I have ray palm p la n tin g  p r o p o s it io n  in  th e  V alley  ju s t  going  
th e  f in e s t  you ever saw. They have already secured d e f in it e  p led ges  
from a l l  the land owners from Harlingdn four m iles  west and th ey  are 
g e t t in g  ' a long f in e  w ith th e  excep tion  o f  th e  r a ilr o a d  company. I 
have ju s t  g iven  them a t ip  as to  what I th in k  would make the r a ilr o a d  
company b e a u tify  t h e ir s .

The Houston people have sim ply gone w ild  on th i s  V a lley  b u s in e ss .  
They have ju s t completed arrangements w ith  the two Houston papers to  
handle §50 ,000  worth o f  p u b lic it y  for the V a lley  during 1922 and I 
claim  that i s  p u tt in g  i t  over in  grea t shape. I am g e t t in g  a l l  o f  
our fr ien d s in  the V alley  to  w rite  p erson a l fr ie n d s  in  Houston, to  
th e  Chamber o f  Commerce,and w h o lesa le  and commission merchants asking  
them to  lend th e ir  support to  th e  H ouston-B row nsville  d iv is io n  o f  
the Old Spanish T r a il . Ross has prom ised to  back i t  good and strong  
w ith  h is  a s s o c ia t io n s .  I am going  to  take my tim e and work t h i s  up 
ju s t  l ik e  I want. I th ink  in  30 days I can have i t  so we can go in  
to  Houston and get four or f iv e  thousand d o lla r s .  I have some p lan s  
o f  my own worked out in  my own ’hoodie" and I have d iscu ssed  i t  w ith  
b ig  men o f  a f f a ir s  as w e ll as a number o f  men who make a l i v in g  r a is in g  
money and I am ju s t go ing  to  show you th at I can put th is  Houston 
b u sin ess over . I am going  to  use the Houston b u sin ess  to  h elp  put 
over the M ission-Laredo p r o p o s it io n .

I have been doing a few other th in g s  b e s id e s  what I have been 
w r itin g  you about. Together w ith  R ep resen ta tive  Stewart o f  Balraor- 
hea we succeeded in  g e t t in g  the S ta te  Highway Department to  c lo s e  
up the short gap o f  undesignated  highway by F t. D avis and make an 
appropriation  for i t  b e s id e s . R ep resen ta tive  Stew art has been my 
fr ie n d  a l l  the time and Van Deren i s  lo v in g  me to  d eath . But t h i s  
i s n ' t  th e  whole s to r y . V.re w i l l  g e t two ro u te s  in stea d  o f  one. The 
oth er  route is  ju s t  beginn ing  to  r e a l i z e  what th ey  are m issin g  and 
i t  w i l l  be a case o f  o p tio n a l r o u te s .

Am en c lo s in g  you a couple o f  c lip p in g s  from the B row nsville  
H erald . One i s  ju s t a n ice  ear ly -d ay  sto ry  and the other i s  a 
modern u p -to -d a te  s to ry  from our co-worker Mr. F itc h . I f  you get  
your sto ry  over with re feren ce  to  the palms be sure and send a 
c lip p in g  to  Mrs. J . C. Myrick at H arlingen , Mrs. S . E. Tucker a t  
B r o w n sv ille , 0 . S. V. Ross at San Juan, and Roy H. Hardin secre ta ry  
M ission  B u sin ess Men's League. I want each o f th e se  to  have a copy 
o f  i t .  I p lan  to  be the park d ir e c to r  m yse lf a t the time I take


