
TRIBUTE TO MEMBERS

After ninny years of discouraging struggle the people along 
this southern national highway are beginning to see the fruits 
of their work. I t is a huge task weaving into one logical and 
connected highway, thousands of miles in length, the roads 
and trails that have lain primitive, crooked and uncertain for 
generations. In the straightening and co-ordinating processes 
this trunkline project must force itself over the great water
ways and drainage basins along the Gulf, fix the routes and 
build across the plains and ranges of Texas, and conquer the 
desert and mountain reaches of the West.

For seven years men of vision and courage have been bat
tling, in their respective sections, with problems that seemed 
almost without end. Sections that appeared hopeless now are 
yielding to construction, and trunklines are routed that will 
connect the vast territory embraced by the bounds of Florida, 
California and Mexico. These trunklines have become the 
accepted primary projects of the States and of the United 
States. Men of the East and of the West, unacquainted with 
one another, have during these years struggled and faltered, 
and worked and won; now they are awakening to the con
sciousness they are a part of a brotherhood in great achieve
ment.

To all of them, great praise and without stint!
To the Senators, Congressmen and the officers of the War 

Department, and others in Washington who have now helped 
bind the ties of national unity, likewise must go great credit. 
They have emphasized the national importance of and the 
national interest in this transcontinental trunkline system.

Now, as the men and women of the East and West and 
across the border draw together to carry on this work, and 
as they learn to know and appreciate one another, may they 
gather pride with the years and be able always to say they 
were of the pioneers who fashioned this highway and gave it 
national and international distinction.

THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE OST

Highway routes claimed and administered by several organ
izations are like houses divided against themselves. The Old 
Spanish Trail has earned recognition as the dominant- south
ern trunkline, and stands for one marking on its lines, for one 
name on the maps of the land, for that full-hearted support 
tha t builds up service instead of a divided support tha t never

NATIONAL RECOGNITION

It has taken eight years (1915- 
1923) to establish the Old Spanish 
Trail as a connected national high
way across the continent, and to 
see construction started in all sec
tions. Now it lies with the mem
bership to build up interest to keep 
construction in progress, and to 
build up service to attract the trav
elers of the nation.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
OLD SPANISH TRAIL 
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The Greatest T ravel-W ay Of The Nation
OLD SPANISH TRAIL NOW RECOGNIZED AS A NATIONAL AND 

INTERNATIONAL HIGHWAY OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE

The War Department, Senators, Congressmen, National Officials and Organi
zations at Washington Join in Defining Its Values and Urging 

Its Completion in the Public Interest.

In 1922 the Managing Director completed seven months’ 
work in eastern sections and a t Washington. National and 
state problems of far-reaching importance were worked out. 
Returning to San Antonio he brought about the formation of 
an Executive Board of San Antonio business men, that the 
expanding work might have the strength and counsel such a 
Board could give. The Directors are too scattered to meet 
frequently enough.

For four months in 1923 the Managing Director was again 
in the East, and developed the national convention of the Old 
Spanish Trail a t New Orleans March 26-28th, where many 
constructive policies were laid down for the conduct of the 
work.

The period of promotion is now past; the Old Spanish Trail 
as a national highway is established. The period of construc
tion is here, and also the period of service by the national 
administration to member-communities and to travelers. The 
Old Spanish Trail states are now agreed upon the transconti
nental course of this highway and its interstate connections. 
The War Department rates it as necessary to national defense. 
State and national highway officials are in close co-operation 
seeking solutions to its many problems. A clearly defined 
program of national character takes the place of old uncer
tainties. The civic and commercial organizations and the 
people are today throwing the weight of their support behind 
this work and great forward steps are resulting. But the 
work is so big, headway in any direction appears but slow. 
The people must yet learn to give their co-operation niore 
freely.

CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION
The following declaration by Senators and Congressmen 

of states and districts embraced by the southern national and 
international highway connecting Florida, California and 
Mexico, and known as the Old Spanish Trail, was adopted 
June, 1922, a t Washington:

“1. This highway is one of the basic trunklines of the 
United States system and anything that can be done to hasten 
its completion will be a service of national importance. H 
has been adopted by the states as a transcontinental highway 
in the federal system for all its mileage. Tens of millions in 
federal, state and local moneys are available and construction

according to federal standards is progressing rapidly, and 
this despite many areas of unusual difficulty. Justice to the 
important construction in progress, or financed and soon to 
be started, calls for immediate effort in sections still inactive 
that the service of an opened national trunkline may not be 
denied because of barrier sections still unimproved.

“2. The Old Spanish Trail system is a national and inter
national tourist-way of nearly *4000 miles. It connects the 
winter playground sections popular with the American people 
from St. Augustine through Jacksonville, Tallahassee, Pen
sacola, Mobile, the Mississippi Gulf Coast, New Orleans, New 
Iberia, Lake Charles, Houston, Galveston, San Antonio, El 
Paso, Tucson, Phoenix and Yuma to San Diego, and through 
Texas it reaches Old Mexico. Because of its winter sunshine, 
its gulf pleasures in summer and its background of ancient 
and romantic history, its development will make it the natu
ral resort of the North American people. When the numerous 
highways from the North, now building, are completed this 
southern trunkline must absorb and care for the mass of 
travel that will seek these southern borderlands.

“3. The primary military importance of this highway is 
evidenced by the fact that it embraces all the extensive mili
tary, naval and air defenses and depots of the Gulf Coast 
and of the Mexican border, and that it connects these with 
the defenses of the South Atlantic and the South Pacific sea
boards. There is a larger concentration of national defenses 
and supplies on this highway than any other in the land. The 
War Department asks for the construction of this highway 
and its border connections.

“4. Therefore, in the public interest and for the sake of 
the all-the-year service this highway will render to the trav
elers of the nation, and for its value to the military arms of 
the government, general co-operation and effort are urged 
to complete it from sea to sea in type and character equal to 
the service it will be called upon to render.”

The above declaration is signed as follows:
Senators of OST States—Duncan U. Fletcher, Park Tram

mell, Oscar W. Underwood, J. Thomas Heflin, John Sharp

* M ain  L ine , S t. A u g u stin e  to  S an  Diego, 2830 m iles. O the r OST tru n k 
lin es, 1000 m iles . A il m ileage  logs a re  s ti i l  sub jec t to  va ria tions. N orth  
o f  S nn  D iego, by paved  road , is Los A ngeles and  a ll  th a t  S outhern  C ali
fo rn io  p la y g ro u n d .
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