
A D D R E S S  B Y  H A R R  A D  A Y R E S , M A N A G IN G  D IR E C T O R , 
dedica ting ; the  M onum en t a t S a in t A u g u s tin e  an d  fo rm a lly  

open ing  th e  O ld  Span ish T r a i l  to  th e  A m erican  people.

L o n g  be fo re  th e  P i lg r im  F a th e rs  se ttled  N ew  E n g la nd , 
S pan ish p rince s , ad ven tu re rs  and M iss io n  F a th e rs  w ere e x 
p lo r in g  aud s e t t l in g  th is  O ld  Span ish  T r a i l  co u n try . Names 
o f d iscoverers  and co lon ize rs  l ik e  Ponce de Leon, Menendez, 
de Soto , de Lu na , Galvez, Onate, C ortez, Ba lboa, C oronado and 
C a b r ll lo  a re  kno w n  ove r th e  la n d . In  the chu rch  o th e r names 
have become canonized fo r  nob le  deeds. Across th is  lan d  are 
o ld  stone m iss ions, o ld  aqueducts and o th e r an c ien t w o rk s  o f 
th a t re m a rka b le  pe rio d .

Those w ere  da ys o f tra ve ls  by  sea aud up the r iv e rs  and 
bays, o r  ove rla nd  by  ra m b lin g  tra ils .  T h e  an c ien t c itie s  o f 
S t. A u g u s tin e , Pensacola, M ob ile , B i lo x i,  New O rleans, San 
A n to n io , E l Paso, Tucson and San D iego w ere  se ttled  on 
those w a te rw a ys  o r  those t r a i ls  and th ey  became c lo th ed w ith  
ro m a n tic  h is to ry . W hen th e  au to m o b ile  age came those bays 
and r iv e rs  w ere b a r r ie rs  to  tra v e l and those c itie s  w ere 
s tra n g e rs  to  one anothe r.

A  g ro u p  o f crusade rs m et iu  M ob ile  In 1915 and declared 
fo r  an au to m o b ile  tru n k  lin e  th a t w o u ld  open these lan ds  o f 
the con qu is tad ore s and th e  padres o f past ages to th e  e n jo y 
m en t o f th e  A m erican people th ro u g h  fu tu re  ages.

T he dream  o f  1915 is th e  re a liza tio n  o f th e  people o f to da y . 
The  w a te rw a ys  have been b rid g e d  and the co n tin e n t spanned. 
C a lifo rn ia , A rizo n a , N ew  MexicOj Texas, Lo u is ia n a , M iss iss ip p i 
and A la ba m a said to  F lo r id a , w e are  rea dy  now. St. A u gu s tine , 
w i th  I ts  m an tle  o f S pan ish h is to ry  re s tin g  lik e  a spe ll over 
th e  o ld  c ity ,  sa id  come and we w i l l  g ive  a fe s tiv a l th a t w i l l  
p o r tra y  the s to ry  o f Ponce do Leon aud o the rs  o f th e  past.

T h is  m on um en t is  n o t alone to  m a rk  the b e g in n in g  o f th e  
O ld  S p an ish  T r a i l  o f  to da y  in  its  lo n g  span across the c o n t i
ne nt. I t  is  a m em oria l to  th e  men and wom en w ho have m as
te red th e  p ro b lem s and made th e  h ig h w a y  possib le and made 
o u r recent m oto rcade d r iv e  fro m  San D iego (o St. A u g u s tin e  
as dependab le ns ra ilro a d  tra ve l. I t  is a tr ib u te  to  the Span ish  
people o f yes te ryea r and o f to da y . I t  is a cha llenge now  to  
the  people to  go on w ith  th is  w o rk  and keep th is  fa r-so u th e rn  
la n d  a Joy fo r  tra ve le rs  fo r  th e  yea rs  to come and a m em oria l to 
a l l  th a t is  good in  th a t age o f a r t  and c h iv a lry  and a d ven tu re  
and o f g re a t m iss io n  w o rks . W e do no t have to  agree w ith  
a l l  th e y  d id . W e do n o t agree w i th  a l l  o u r P i lg r im  Fore-, 
fa th e rs  d id . B u t we m ay ta ke p r id e  in the g lo rie s  o f th a t age 
an d  he lp  pass on to  o u r c h ild re n  m em ories o f it ,  no t fo rg e t fu l
ness o f i t .

W e accept th is  m onum en t fro m  th e  people o f th is  h o sp ita b le  
c ity  In  the  nam e o f th e  people o f th is  lan d and dedica te th is  
h ig h w a y  ndw  to  o u r people as a sacred tr u s t  to  c a r ry  on to  
new  g lo rie s  and fo r  th e  p leasu re  o f a l l  w ho fo llo w  us.

A N C IE N T  S P A N IS H  G A TE S, S A IN T  A U G U S T IN E , F L O R ID A

From the old Spanish City on the 
Atlantic Coast to the old Spanish 
city on the Pacific Coast the Old 
Spanish Trail threads its way 
thru old Spanish cities across the 
continent.
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