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THE FLAGS OF TORDESILLAS--1 4 9 4  
The T re a ty  F la g s  fro m  th e  Maps

Columbus p le a d  w ith  th e  K in g  o f  P o r tu g a l f o r  e x p e d it io n a ry  

fo rc e s  f o r  h is  voyage o f  d is c o v e ry ,  b e fo re  a p p e a lin g  to  S p a in .

Pope N ic h o la s  V , w i th  assumed a u t h o r i t y ,  had g iv e n  th e  P o r tu 

guese th e  r i g h t  to  th e  " ro a d  to  th e  In d ie s "  in  1454, b u t  th e  

w e s t c o a s t o f  A f r ic a ,  w h ich  th e  P o rtu g u e se  were th e n  t im id l y  

e x p lo r in g ,  was th e  t e r r i t o r y  in  m in d . W estward was a sea o f  

d a rk n e s s . When Colum bus, under th e  p a tro n a g e  o f  S p a in , d is 

co ve re d  th e  w e s te rn  la n d s  and b e lie v e d  he had. fo u n d  th e  In d ie s ,  

th e  K in g  o f  P o r tu g a l was a ro u s e d . He appea le d  to  th e  Pope and 

c la im e d  th e  r ig h t s  o f  d is c o v e ry  u n d e r th e  p a p a l d e c re e  o f  1454.

C o n tro v e rs ie s  fo l lo w e d .  The th e n  Pope, A le x a n d e r V I ,  com

p ro m ise d  by  la y in g  a l i n e  n o r th  and so u th  100 le a g u es  w e s t o f  

th e  A z o re s , g iv in g  to  S p a in  th e  r i g h t  to  a l l  w es t o f  th a t. l i n e .  

P o r tu g a l a g a in  p ro te s te d .  A t r e a t y  c o n fe re n c e  met a t  T o r d e s i l la s ,  

S p a in , w i th  th e  r e s u l t  th e  l i n e  was s h i f t e d  270 le a g u es  f a r t h e r  

w e s t;  e s s e n t ia l ly - t h e  5 0 th  m e r id ia n .
la t e r

T h is  T re a ty  o f  T o r d e s i l la s  o f  1494, as e v e n ts /p ro v e d , gave 

to  P o r tu g a l th e  e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  p re s e n t B r a z i l ,  and th e  h a r 

b o r  o f  R io  de J a n e iro ,  and th e  command o f  th e  Ama,zon R iv e r ,  and 

e x p la in s  why B r a z i l  became P o rtu g u e se  and why S pa in  v/as bu rdened 

w i th  th e  p rob lem s o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  on th e  w e s t c o a s t o f  S ou th  Am

e r ic a  th ro u g h  G u lf  o f  M exico  b a s e s .
lfp_und

I n c id e n t a l l y ,  P o r tu g a l/ th e  easy way to  th e  In d ie s  and i t s  

r ic h e s  a round  th e  s o u th e rn  t i p  o f  A f r ic a ,  w h ile  Columbus and 

S p a in  who had so u g h t In d ia  by th e  w es tw ard  r o u te  were b lo c k e d  

b y  th e  n e w ly  d is c o v e re d  c o n t in e n ts .


