
Gran y u iv i r a ;  th e y  so u g h t th e  G rea t Kingdom o f th e  T e ja s ,  th e  
M ountain o f  S i l v e r ,  th e  S tream s of P e a r l s ,  th e  P ro v in ce s  og W ealth  
and the  F o u n ta in  o f  Y outh . They added l u s t e r  to  t h e i r  p e r io d  
and won new em p ires  and l o s t  them . Today th e  F l o r i d a s , th e  Hew 
S p a in , th e  Mexico and th e  C a l i f o r n i a  o f th o s e  days a re  t h e  jo y  
o f th e  p e o p le .

A n c ien t S e t t l em ents

S t .  A u g u s tin e , s e t t l e d  1565 , o ld e s t  c i t y  i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  
i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l  on the A t la n t i c  C o a s t.
San D iego ( S t „ Jam es)* s e t t l e d  1769, f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
i s  th e  te rm in u s  o f  th e  Old S p an ish  T r a i l  on th e  " 'a c i f ic  C o ast.
Midway l i e s  San A nton io  iS sS 2±  (S a in t  A n th o n y ), s e t t l e d  1718, 
a n c ie n t ly  an  im p o rta n t m is s io n  and m i l i t a r y  c e n te r  o f  How S p a in .
West from  San A nton io  i s  Hi Paso (P I Paso d e l U o r te - - - t h e  P ass  o f  
th e  N o r th ) , s e t t l e d  1659, r i c h  in  h i s to r y  o f  e a r l i e s t  d ay s . N o rth  
o f  31 Paso l i e s  S an ta  Fo (Holy F a ith )  , s e t t l e d  1605 d r  1609, i t  
became th e  second o ld e s t  c i t y  in  th e  u n i te d  S ta t e s  and s e a t  o f  m is
s io n s ,  c o lo n is in g  and governm ent. T ucson d a te s  back  in to  th e  
d in  p a s t  and th e  S an ta  Cruz V a lle y  sou thw ard  was d o tte d  w ith  m is s io n s . 
O ther p la c e s  a ls o  la y  c la im  to  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e m e n t s .  Old Mexico 
was conquered  by C o rtez  in  1519. The F rench  occupied  Old L o u is ia n a  
in  1699 by s e t t l i n g  on th e  G u lf o f Mexico a t  B i lo x i ;  th e y  s e t t l e d  Hi- 
M obile in  1711 and New O rlean s  in  1710, S pa in  a f te rw a rd  c o n t r o l l e d  
th o s e  c i t e s  and a l l  t h a t  la n d .

Conqu e s t  o f  to e  Sou th  end P es t

Ponce do Leon d is c o v e re d  and named F lo r id a  in  1515. The e x p e d i
t i o n  o f  "k m filo  dc N arvaez lan d ed  a t  Tampa Bay in  1528 and th a t  o f 
Hernando de S o to / in  1539; b o th  fo u g h t pow erfu l In d ia n  t r i b e s  
around  to  th e  T a lla h a s s e e  c o u n try  w here N arvaez tu r n e d  s o u th  to  
escape  by s e a  and B ote tu rn e d  n o r th  to  w ander th r u  th e  South, and 
" 's s t .  N arvaez was l o s t  in  th e  G u lf o f M exico mid th e  rem nants 
o f  h is  e x p e d it io n  .were w recked on th e  Texas s h o r e s .  C abesa do 
V acs, N a rv aez ’ t r e a s u r e r ,  and th r e e  o th e r s  o n ly  su rv iv e d  th e  In d ia n  
en m ity , endured  s i x  year's  o f  s l a v e r y ,  th e n  escap ed  a c ro s s  Texas 
and XEEctaa In  1536 reach ed  th e  S p an ish  on th e  w est c o a s t o f  M exico—  
th e  f i r s t  w h ite  men to  c ro s s  th e  c o n t in e n t .  Soto  reach ed  A rkan
sa s  t e r r i t o r y ,  tu rn e d  b ack , d ie d  in  1542 and was b u r ie d  in  th e  
m igh ty  M is s is s ip p i  H ire r  w hich he d is c o v e re d . Ragged s u r v iv o rs  
o f th e  Soto e x p e d it io n  escap ed  in  1543 down th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r 
and to  Panuco, M exico. Don T r i s t a n  do Luna la n d e d  a t  P en saco la  
Bay in  1559 w ith  th o  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l  th e  F lo r id a  e x p e d it io n s  b u t 
In d ia n  s t r a t e g y  scon  drove him back  to  V ara C ruz. T here a re  r e c 
o rd s o f  38 m iss io n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  ou t o f S t .  A u g u s tin e , w estw ard to  
T a lla h a s se e  and up in to  C e o rg ia . They w ere p ro b ab ly  o f  wood f o r  
no ru in s  a re  known ex cep t some Bys±xxxtcka±H: o f  o y s te r  s h e l l  cement 
n o r th  o f  B runsw ick , Oa,

v /h ile  th e  S p a n ia rd s  were e x p lo r in g  th e  F lo r id a s  o th e r  rem ark ab le  
e x p e d it io n s  w ent no rth w ard  from  M exico. F ra n c is c o  Vasques de 
Coronado and h is  p r in c e ly  army ex p lo reL  th e  Sou thw est i n  1540-42 .
In  1598 Don Juan  de Onate to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th o  n o r th e rn  la n d  
a t  J?s,so d e l  N o rte  (E l Daso) and p roceeded  up th e  P.io Grande to  
c o lo n iz e  th e  S a n ta  Fe c o u n try . In  1691 F a th e r  ICino e n te r e d  th e


