
INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSION

For more th a n  to n  y e a r s ,  on ay Old Spanish T r a i l  work, and 
in  sy  h is to r y  e x p lo ra tio n s  around South Texas, I have learned  
ouch about th e  Spanish O ccupation in  th e se  S outhern  o r  Spanish 
B orderlands from F lo r id a  to  C a l i f o r n ia ............. 3'IT THE HOST IM
PORTANT THING LEARNED IS  THAT NO ONE PERSON NOR ANT SMALT GROUP 

"ILL EVER MASTER THE DYNAMIC AND CONSECRATED STORY OF THOSE 
SPANISH CENTURIES. Broad and O rganized co o p e ra tio n  must be 
f 0 3 te re d .

A number 0f  t i n e s  d u rin g  th e  p a s t  te n  y ea rs  I have though t 
I  u nderstood  th e  o ld  Span ish  h is to r y  w e ll enough to  weave to g e th e r  
t h a t  o ld  and in t e r e s t i n g  s to ry  from F lo rid a  to  C a lifo rn ia  f o r  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  th e  t r a v e l e r s  and th e  w r i t e r s  t h a t  keep asking f o r  i t ,  
b u t ag a in  and ag a in  new le a d s  to  r e se a rc h  and study  would open 
to  show t h a t  I s t i l l  lacked  im p o rtan t d a t a . . . . a n d  s te a d i ly  a lso  
th e  " lo s t"  h i s to r y  around ~an A ntonio and Spanish South Texas 
l e f t  b reach es in  th e  t r a i l s  c o n tin e n ta l  f a b r ic .

There a re  men and women a l l  th r u  th e s e  so u th e rn  Spanish S ta te s  
who a re  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  in t e r e s t e d ,  and whose s tu d ie s  and re se a rc h  
can be co o rd in a ted  und er p ro p er le a d e rs h ip . My contafcbs w ith  
th e s e  peop le  a re  good.

A nother im p o rtan t f a c t  lea rn ed  i s  t h a t  San Antonio and Spanish 
South Texas (o f  which N orth  Mexico was th e  base) com prise one o f  
th e  g re a t  a re a s  o f  S pan ish  e f f o r t  and am b itio n , and th a t  bu t l i t 
t l e  o f  t h i s  Spanish h is to r y  i s  r e a l l y  known; raich th a t  i 3 known 
i s  u norgan ized  and no t e a s i ly  a c c e s s ib le ,  and much th a t  i s  w r i t te n  
and r e w r i t te n  i s  wrong. I t  i s  c le a r  a lso  t h a t  Spanish South 
Texas and N orth  ''e x ic o  m ust be s tu d ie d  a s  one a r e a .  Far N o rth e a t t  
Texas i s  a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  c h a p te r .  The Rio Grande in  Spanish 
tim es was n o t a  boundary, a s  now. The p re se n t Texas in c lu d e s  
p a r t s  o f  Span ish  c o lo n ie s  whose b a re s  were in  N orth Mexico. The 
Rio Grande was a  r i v e r  somewhat c e n t r a l  in  th o se  c o lo n ie s . S al
t i l l o  and '"onclova were c o lo n ia l  c a p i t a l s .  The p resen t-d ay  d is 
p o s i t io n  to  th in k  o f  th e  Rio Grande ac  a  c o lo n ia l  d iv id in g  l i n e  
causes much confusion  o f  though t and w r i t in g .

E x ten siv e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta  t h a t  I  have c o l le c te d  re sp e c tin g  
th e  Old Spanish  T ra i l  t e r r i t o r y  (F lo r id a  to  C a li fo rn ia )  h as r e 
p e a te d ly  proven weak because th e  h i s t o r i c a l  knowledge o f  th e  
San Antonio t e r r i t o r y  h as been so d e f ic ie n t  o r  e rro n e o u s . Re
se a rc h  in to  th e  h is to r y  o f  t h i s  Texas—Mexico a re a  i s  th e r e fo r e  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  c o r re c t  u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  th e  Spanish h is to r y  o f  th e  
Spanish B orderlands from th e  A tla n t ic  to  th e  P a c i f i c .


